John 1:1
Luke 2:41



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to travel; to go; to proceed: went.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.  This can also be regarded as an iterative imperfect, indicating a past action that took place at various intervals.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (His parents) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun GONEUS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His parents.”  This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time (distributive time) from the neuter singular noun ETOS, meaning “every year.”
  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine proper noun IEROSOLUMA, meaning “to Jerusalem.”

“And His parents went to Jerusalem every year”
 is the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun HEORTĒ, meaning “to the festival.”
  Finally, we have the genitive of identity from the neuter singular article and noun PASCHA, meaning “of Passover.”

“to the festival of Passover.”
Lk 2:41 corrected translation
“And His parents went to Jerusalem every year to the festival of Passover.”
Explanation:
1.  “And His parents went to Jerusalem every year”

a.  Luke continues the story of the childhood of Jesus by advancing the narrative to a time when Jesus was twelve years old.  The subject of this sentence (‘His parents’) refers to Joseph and Mary.  The fact both are mentioned here indicates that Joseph was still alive when Jesus was twelve years old.


b.  This statement indicates that faithfulness of the parents in obeying the mandates of the Mosaic Law with regard to attendance at the various festivals.  “During the childhood of Jesus Joseph and Mary regularly attended the Passover festival at Jerusalem.  Every male was originally expected to appear in Jerusalem at the Passover, at Pentecost, and at Tabernacles, Ex 23:14-17; 34:23; Dt 16:16, but the dispersion rendered this impossible.  Godly Jews, however, made it a point to attend at least the Passover.  Women were not required to attend, yet many did, and Mary belonged to this class.”


c.  The fact that Mary went indicates that the baby went as well.  Thus we can conclude that Jesus never missed going to a Passover His entire life.  And the most important Passover He attended was the last one He attended.  Do you really think that the parents of the Messiah would leave the child with friends and relatives in Nazareth, while they attended the Passover festival without Him?  And since Mary was pregnant almost yearly (7-8 kids in twelve years—Jesus, 4 brothers, plus ‘sisters’), it is likely that she was breast-feeding someone on many of these occasions, which means no one was left behind with others.  The whole family traveled together.  It was a family vacation and ‘road trip’.


d.  The fact that the family went every year indicates the importance they placed on obeying God and attending to His worship.  This was a wonderful and perfect example for the child as He grew.  The importance of the Passover and its meaning was inculcated into His soul from the very earliest He could remember.

2.  “to the festival of Passover.”

a.  The parents made a point of always going to Passover, since Passover represented the deliverance of Israel from physical slavery, which is also a picture of God providing a sacrifice to free them from spiritual bondage to the sin nature.


b.  Passover was considered the single most important of all festivals; for it taught the principle concerning the Lamb of God, who would take away the sins of the world.  The importance of this festival in the life of Jesus was not made crystal clear to His parents, but even though not knowing why it was so important for Jesus personally, they still faithfully took Him to this festival.


c.  Remember that the distance was between sixty-five and eighty miles (depending on the route taken) and was usually done in caravans or large groups of people traveling together for protection from bandits.  The trip would take about four to five days to walk, after which lodging had to be found inside Jerusalem, outside the city in nearby towns, or people camped in tents, making short day trips into the city.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The piety of Jesus’ parents comes to the fore again in this account, just as it did in the temple presentation of Jesus.  The OT commanded Jewish men to come to Jerusalem for three festivals: Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.  But in light of the nation’s scattering, the custom of first-century Judaism was that the pious who lived some distance away from the city journeyed to the temple only once a year.  The annual character of the family’s journey to celebrate the Passover indicates that Jesus’ parents were faithful adherents to the traditional faith.  The Passover, the major feast celebrated at the beginning of the Jewish year, begins on the fifteenth of Nisan, which in our calendar falls in March or April [around 1 April]. It recounts the miraculous deliverance of the nation from Egypt, which led to the exodus.  It was sometimes called the Feast of Unleavened Bread, since that celebration followed it immediately and the two feasts were celebrated together (Lk 22:1, 7; Mt 26:2; Mk 14:1).  Men were required to go, but the journey was not a requirement for women.  Thus, for a woman to go was a sign of great piety.  If the travelers went around Samaria, the journey was about an eighty-mile trip from Nazareth.  The journey often included roads that were exploited by highway robbers, so the pilgrims often traveled in large caravans for protection.  The journey would be a three-or four-day affair, as the caravan would make around twenty miles a day.  This verse sets the background to the account.  Such an annual visit was a custom for the family.  Some speculation exists whether this was Jesus’ first trip with the family, but the text provides no answer.  All that concerns Luke is that Jesus went this time.”


b.  “Did Jesus attend with his parents each year?  Luke does not say so explicitly, but neither does he document explicitly in Lk 2:43a that Jesus went with his parents at age 12; we must await the news of His remaining behind in Jerusalem in 2:43b before we can conclude with certainty even on this occasion that He attended with His parents.  It is likely, then, that Jesus’ presence with His parents year after year as they celebrated the Passover is assumed in the narrative.  This accentuates the place of Jesus in His family and the family of Jesus as a household that serves God.”


c.  “Each year Joseph and Mary celebrated Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread in Jerusalem, as was required of all males in Israel.  This is as would be expected of these God-fearing folk who were obviously anxious to bring up the future Messiah correctly.  We will find later that Jesus, too, never missed a Passover during His ministry in Israel, so a theme of compliance with the Mosaic Law is introduced here which runs throughout the Gospels.  Jesus was the Passover Lamb personified, and from the time that Lamb became a man He was always at the Passover, though never recognized as such by the nation which had anticipated His sacrifice one thousand four hundred and seventy-five times by the time He fulfilled the Passover symbolism.  The text can readily be understood as saying Jesus did not go to the Passover until His twelfth year [I disagree; it says no such thing, nor does the text imply this; this is pure speculation.  It is more likely that the whole family stayed together and went together.  Mary had at least six other children (4 boys and at least 2 girls), who were less than twelve years old, and who would more likely be taken care of by Mary and Joseph than left behind in Nazareth with friends and relatives, who themselves would most likely be attending the festival.  It would not be difficult to own, borrow, or hire a wagon to transport the kids, clothing, food, etc.], so this could have been His first visit to Jerusalem since His dedication when He was forty-one days old.  Consider the scene: the journey from Nazareth, the ascent to Jerusalem, the first glimpse of the Holy City. Joseph and Mary’s twelve year old Son, part of an excited yet religious crowd, climbing the steep road from Jericho to Jerusalem, His weariness yielding to excitement as He crested the Mount of Olives, rounded a bend in the rocky road, and glimpsed the Holy City, the city of His forefather, David, for the first time within His human recollection.  He was attending His first Passover in Jerusalem! I wonder how He felt as He heard Jerusalem’s inhabitants welcome the arriving pilgrims with their part of the antiphonal chant composed from Ps 118:25–28 and 103:17, and how His voice sounded as He participated in the pilgrims’ response. Passover was the premier religious observance of the Jewish year, symbolizing, as it did, freedom from death through God’s mercy, a freedom yet to be bought at the expense of His death and separation from His Father.  We do not know what thoughts entered His mind, for this spectacular city was to be the focal point of His ministry.  Scripture tells us that He knew He must be about His Father’s business, so it may well be that even then He knew this business would end with His death in Jerusalem.”


d.  “Such festivals were no burden.  At a time when people were isolated by geography and the intensity of their work, the festivals gave an opportunity not only to cease from work but to be able to meet one’s friends in God’s presence.  The men discovered that such times were so good that they took their wives with them (1 Sam 1:9, 21), and the festivals became major family occasions.”
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