John 1:1
Luke 2:40



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PAIDION, meaning “the Child” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb AUXANW, which means “to grow.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the Child produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular imperfect passive indicative from the verb KRATAIOW, which means “to become strong in a physical sense.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The passive voice indicates that the Child received the action of becoming physically strong.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Now the Child continued to grow and become strong,”
 is the nominative neuter singular present passive participle of the verb PLĒROW, which means “to become full; to be filled; to be full.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing the continuing action in coordination with growing and becoming strong.


The passive voice indicates that the Child received the action.


The participle is circumstantial: “being filled.”

Then we have the instrumental of means (or possibly the instrumental of association) from the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, meaning “with wisdom.”

“being filled with wisdom;”

 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun CHARIS with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “the grace of God.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past state of being without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the grace of God produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on It” and referring to the Child, the noun in the neuter singular.

“and the grace of God was on It.”
Lk 2:40 corrected translation
“Now the Child continued to grow and become strong, being filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was on It.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the Child continued to grow and become strong,”

a.  The word “Now” introduces a summary of the childhood of Jesus from the point of his birth to the age of twelve.  Jesus is called a “child,” indicating this period in a person’s life.  People are children from birth until becoming teenagers.


b.  During this period Jesus continued to grow physically.  His physical body went through the normal growth process that most children go through with the exception that Jesus didn’t have any physical defects or deformities or other physical problems.  His genetics was perfect, which most likely indicates that He never got any of the normal childhood diseases or illnesses.  His immune system was perfect, which means He never even caught a cold.  He had no need for vaccinations.

c.  Working with his father every day in the carpenter’s shop surely increased His physical strength.  Jesus was not a “90 pound weakling.”  He was strong, vigorous, active, agile and physically gifted.  He would have never lost a race against His brothers or anyone else, though He probably let them win often, so as to not hurt their feelings.  He would have been the best at anything He did, but was never a “showoff.”  He played like other children, did chores like other children, and had a “normal” family life, though I doubt He ever got into any fights with His siblings or other children.
2.  “being filled with wisdom;”

a.  In addition to His physical growth He had to grow intellectually.  He became filled with wisdom, but not the wisdom of this world, which is fading away.  He became filled with God’s wisdom and the wisdom of His mother and father.


b.  Consider the intellect of Jesus for a moment.  He had to learn to speak like any child, just as He had to learn to walk.  He had to learn the alphabet, how to read, spell, write, count, etc.  But He also had a perfect memory, probably a photographic memory.  He probably remembered exactly everything He ever heard or read.  He had a vocabulary as great or greater than He created for Adam.  He learned at a faster rate than any child who has ever lived.  He could not and did not depend on His omniscience, but had to learn like all other men; only His learning exceeded the combined learning of all men.


c.  His understanding of the Scriptures far exceeded His peers; yet He still had to learn the Scriptures from His Rabbi, just as Paul and others did growing up.  Much of His wisdom came from His father and mother, just as it did for Solomon.  But His wisdom also came from reading the Scriptures, listening in synagogue, and talking to His Rabbi.

3.  “and the grace of God was on It.”

a.  In addition to our Lord’s physical and intellectual growth, the grace of God was on Him.  The word “It” is in the neuter case and refers back to the word “Child,” which is neuter.  It refers to Jesus, but refers to Him as a child.


b.  The grace of God includes the filling/influence of the Holy Spirit previously mentioned.  Jesus grew spiritually as well as intellectually.  Every day was a day of obedience to the will of God the Father as well as obedience to His mother and father.


c.  The grace of God the Father protected His Son and taught His Son by the things which He experienced and saw.  God the Father shared His happiness with Jesus and provided blessing for Him and His family (for example: good health for the members of His family, consistent work for Joseph to support the family, the normal joys of family life).

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “We need not be troubled over this growth in wisdom on the part of Jesus any more than over his bodily growth.  ‘The intellectual, moral, and spiritual growth of the Child, like the physical, was real.  His was a perfect humanity developing perfectly, unimpeded by hereditary or acquired defects.  It was the first instance of such a growth in history.  For the first time a human infant was realizing the ideal of humanity’ (Plummer).”


b.  “God’s Son grew up physically in the most normal way with nothing to mar His bodily development.  He grew mentally in the same way and attained more and more strength of mind, understanding, and reason.  It is impossible for us to penetrate the mystery of this development in Jesus—body and soul untouched by sin, unchecked and unretarded by any result of sin, His mind and His soul absorbing the wisdom of God’s word.  His mind and His soul grew in strength and in the range of wisdom but in perfection and in power beyond anything that is possible to sinful mortals.  From His childhood onward He lived in the undimmed sunshine of God’s blessed favor.”


c.  “Luke notes Jesus’ physical and spiritual growth.  The spiritual focus of the remarks is shown by the qualifying participial phrase, (being filled with wisdom), which shows that Jesus grew in His perception of God’s will.  Luke’s description emphasizes Jesus’ humanity.  The verse parallels what was said of John the Baptist (Lk 1:80), but what is said about Jesus is more extensive. John is said simply to grow in his human spirit, but Jesus grows in the wisdom of God.  Since Jesus is filled with wisdom, He is portrayed as deepening in His perception of God’s will and His fear of God.  Jesus as the wisdom of God will be a minor point of emphasis in Luke.  Jesus is specially favored as well.  The reference to God’s favor is like the reference to God’s favor being on Mary in Lk 1:28, 30.  Jesus is the object of God’s special attention.  The extent of this growth, especially in respect to wisdom, will be demonstrated by Jesus’ wise perception in 2:41–52.  Jesus grows into His ministry.”


d.  “What did Jesus do during the years at Nazareth?  Luke reports that the lad developed physically, mentally, socially, and spiritually.  In His incarnation, the Son of God set aside the independent use of His own divine attributes and submitted Himself wholly to the Father (Phil 2:1–11).  There are deep mysteries here that no one can fully understand or explain, but we have no problem accepting them by faith.  Jesus did not perform any miracles as a Boy, traditions notwithstanding, because the turning of water into wine was the beginning of His miracles (Jn 2:1–11).”


e.  “The wisdom and favor from God were evident before He reached the age of 12.”


f.  “Luke’s chief concern is Jesus as an adult, but as with contemporary Jewish and Greco-Roman literature, he relates that the child already possessed the qualities that will make Him extraordinary in later life.  Of special interest is Jesus’ wisdom and a certification of God’s favorable point of view regarding the child.  Both qualities will come to the fore in the following story, which may be understood as an illustration of these features.  Luke’s summary also echoes the similar report concerning John in Lk 1:80 and anticipates the summaries of the growth of the Christian movement in Acts.  The effect is the same, to tell of the advancement of God’s aim toward its consummation.”


g.  “The accounts of the birth of Jesus in Matthew and Luke, and the one account of Jesus as a child in Lk 2:40–52, did not satisfy the curiosity of many Christians.  Some, therefore, invented infancy gospels which attributed numerous miracles to the baby Jesus and the child Jesus.  The Jesus who is thus portrayed appears as a grotesquely petulant and dangerously powerful youngster.”


h.  “There are several pseudepigraphic (apocryphal) books which purport to report the pre-ministry life of Jesus, but these are clearly unscriptural in tenor.  All that God has chosen to reveal of this phase of Jesus’ life is contained in this one verse.  It draws attention to Jesus’ whole person; physically, spiritually, and intellectually.  It plainly says Jesus matured and grew like any normal child (i.e., He was completely human), and draws attention to His strength of spirit, thus placing an unusual stress on His spiritual rather than physical development.  Jesus, as a child, displayed a remarkable spirituality, for before He was twelve (as the contextual position of this verse indicates), He was described as being spiritually strong. However, the record of His ministry reveals that He was also a physically strong man with notable endurance, and His intellect was such that it brought grudging acknowledgment from even His enemies.  The other exceptional attribute this verse emphasizes is His wisdom, for it is clearly a remarkable and unusual statement to describe a child less than twelve years old as filled with wisdom.  Wisdom is the power and preserve of God, for His strength is rooted in His wisdom (if it were not so His strength would be but brute force).  God’s strength is awesome, His wisdom incomprehensible, and yet in that wisdom He emphasizes the wisdom of the incarnate Son in His tender human years.  It is very evident that Jesus exhibited exceptional wisdom at a precocious age.  No miraculous powers are even hinted at, and that is as we should expect, for the miracles Jesus performed were signs to attest His claim to be the Messiah, and He had yet to make this claim.  Finally, God tells us that His grace was upon Him (i.e., God was concerned to watch over His Son on earth), so the unity of the Trinity remained intact, even though one Person of the Trinity was on earth.  So all we know about Jesus’ childhood, youth, and early manhood is contained in this one short verse.  We know only that He grew physically, that He displayed exceptional grace and wisdom, and that He was strong in spirit.  So Jesus’ complete person is described: physical, intellectual, and spiritual.  But Scripture is silent on the normal forces that influence the molding of an individual, stressing only one exceptional external influence which bore on this unique human being—the grace of God was upon Him!  Only this single influence which molded His character is mentioned.  It seems safe to assume that Jesus received the normal education for a Jewish boy of His day.  In brief, formal Jewish education started at five or six years of age when every child was sent to a school that usually was affiliated to the synagogue.  At school the children sat on the ground in a semicircle facing their teacher.  Instruction was first given in the alphabet and writing, and then selected portions of the Law (those easier to read) were used as their first reader, the Bible being their exclusive text until children reached ten years of age.  Bible study started with Leviticus, followed by the rest of the Pentateuch, then the prophets, and finally, the rest of the Old Testament.  From ten to fifteen the Mishnah (the traditional law) was taught; any further education was given in the higher academies of the rabbis.  Some scholars feel that Jn 7:15 indicates that Jesus did not receive this education, but this is not necessarily so, for that verse is best explained as referring to the fact that Jesus’ education did not include the detailed instruction in the Scriptures which recognized teachers received in the academies of the rabbis, for there is no mention of astonishment when Jesus read the Scriptures in His own hometown (Lk 4:16–20).”
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