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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EULOGEW, which means “to praise; to bless.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Simeon produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to Joseph and Mary.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun SUMEWN, which is transliterated as “Simeon.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.’


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Simeon produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper noun MARIA, meaning “to Mary.”  With this we have the appositional accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun MĒTĒR with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His mother.”

“And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother,”
 is the particle of attention IDOU, which means “Behold; Notice, etc.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this One” and referring to the child, Jesus.  This is followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KEIMAI, meaning “to be appointed, set, destined with EIS, meaning ‘for something’ Lk 2:34; Phil 1:16; 1 Thes 3:3.”


The present tense is a descriptive and gnomic or aoristic present.  It states a present fact that will perpetually exist.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (this One) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun PTWSIS, which means “for the fall.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun ANASTASIS, meaning “the rise.”  Then we have the subjective genitive from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “of many.”  Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and proper noun ISRAĒL, meaning “in Israel.”
“‘Behold, this One is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel,”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is,” followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular noun SĒMEION, meaning “for a sign.”  Finally, we have the accusative neuter singular present passive participle of the verb ANTILEGW, which means “to oppose, refuse Jn 19:12; Rom 10:21; ‘a sign that is opposed’ Lk 2:34; to reject.”
  This participle is a substantive participle, functioning as an adjective, modifying the noun SĒMEION.  Therefore, it should be translated like an adjective: “for a rejected sign.”
“that is, for a rejected sign—”
Lk 2:34 corrected translation
“And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, ‘Behold, this One is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel and for a rejected sign—”
Explanation:
1.  “And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother,”

a.  Luke continues the story of Simeon meeting Joseph and Mary in the Temple with Jesus being brought for presentation and Joseph and Mary coming for purification.  Luke now tells us that Simeon blessed both parents (“them”).  Under the filling/influence of the Holy Spirit Simeon recognized that both parents were worthy of blessing and praise.  Simeon acts as God’s spokesman, and therefore, has every right to bless them in the name of the Lord.  Simeon is not conveying his own blessing on them, but God’s blessing.  He is merely God’s voice crying in the temple, just as John the Baptist will be God’s voice crying in the wilderness.


b.  Simeon then addresses a specific comment to Mary, the mother of Jesus.  She is singled out, because she will live longer than her husband or her Son and will see the impact of His life on His people as well as herself.  Luke does not say so, but the death of Joseph prior to Jesus’ public ministry probably is part of the reason for Mary being addressed alone here.

2.  “‘Behold, this One is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel,”

a.  Simeon then makes a specific comment about the baby Jesus, whom he calls “This One,” which could also be translated “He,” but it would said with emphasis, and the way the Greeks expressed that emphatic “He” was by using a demonstrative pronoun instead of a personal pronoun.

b.  The baby Jesus is appointed.  He was appointed by God the Father in eternity past in the divine decrees to be the savior of the world.  Our Lord volunteered for and accepted this appointment of His own free will, but the appointing official was God the Father.  He was the One with the authority to appoint His Son to this mission.


c.  The mission of Jesus is then described as resulting in the rise and fall of many people in Israel.  The rise of people refers to rising from spiritual death to spiritual life by faith in or believing in Him.  The fall of people refers to falling from spiritual death to spiritual condemnation at the Last Judgment.  On the one hand believers are being described and on the other hand unbelievers are being described.  This is the same thing described by Jesus, when He said, “Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division; for from now on five members in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three.  They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law,” Lk 12:51–53.


d.  The word “many” refers to millions of Jews throughout history and not just in the nation of Israel, but throughout the world.  This statement is not saying that many will fall and then those same people will rise.  There is not one group here that falls and rises, but two groups: one group that falls (the unbelievers who reject the sign of Jesus) and the other group that rises (the believers who accept the sign of Jesus).
3.  “that is, for a rejected sign—”

a.  Simeon (Luke) then further explains what he means by the life of Jesus being a fall and rise of many.


b.  Jesus will be a sign from God to Israel.  As the living Messiah, who fulfills all the Old Testament Scriptures regarding the Messiah, Jesus’ life functions as a ‘sign’ to the people of Israel of God’s faithfulness in keeping His promises.


c.  However, even though Jesus is the ultimate ‘sign’ of God’s word, He is the ultimate sign that is rejected by Israel, that is, by the many who will fall in Israel.  Many will fall in Israel because they reject the sign that fulfilled Isa 53 and Ps 22.


d.  This rejection of Jesus by many is described in:



(1)  Jn 6:66, “As a result of this many of His disciples went backwards and were no longer walking with Him.”



(2)  1 Pet 2:4, “And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God,”


e.  The rejection by the leaders of Israel is discussed overwhelmingly throughout all the gospels.  1 Pet 2:7, “This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, this became the very cornerstone.’”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The word and work of Jesus…bring on the crisis of decision for or against Him.  From the very first the twofold goal of His mission is to bring about faith or hardening according to the predestined decision of God.”


b.  “In Christ mankind is divided into those who are freed from wrath inasmuch as they are ready to be saved by His mercy, and those who remain under wrath because they despise His mercy.  This is what was proclaimed from the very first concerning Jesus by Simeon (Lk 2:34) and John the Baptist (Mt 3:12).  This is how Jesus Himself regarded the operation of His word and work (Lk 20:18; Mk 4:12).  And He finally illustrated His divisive power by dying between two criminals.”


c.  “The falling of some and the rising up of others is what is meant.  He will be a stumbling-block to some (Isa 8:14; Mt 21:42, 44; Rom 9:33; 1 Pet 2:16f.) who love darkness rather than light (Jn 3:19), he will be the cause of rising for others (Rom 6:4, 9; Eph 2:6).  ‘Judas despairs, Peter repents: one robber blasphemes, the other confesses’ (Plummer).  Jesus is the magnet of the ages.  He draws some, he repels others.”


d.  “Simeon gives a blessing to the parents and then gives a special word to Mary.  It is not entirely encouraging.  His topic is Jesus, division, and Israel.  Jesus’ ministry is summarized in two images.  He is the one who is set for the falling and rising of many in Israel, and he is a sign.  The first image is drawn from passages in Isaiah, where God is portrayed as setting up a stone of stumbling over which some fall (Isa 8:14–15), a precious cornerstone that will not disappoint those who trust in it (Isa 28:13–16, especially verse 16).  The use of these texts was common in the NT (Rom 9:33; 1 Pet 2:6–8; Lk 20:17–18).  The nature of the ‘falling and rising’ picture is disputed.  Is there one group that falls only to rise again, a reference relating only to the believers’ suffering and vindication?  Or are there two groups, unbelievers who fall and believers who rise on the basis of their response of faith to Jesus?  Those who argue for one group make the point that in the OT the image of rising and falling refers to the same group (Amos 5:2; 8:14; Isa 24:20; Micah 7:8; Prov 24:16).  In addition, the picture of falling only to rise sets up a perfect contrast to the image of the sign of contention later in the verse.  Thus, it is argued that the image is of the humble (Lk 1:52), who start out low but are exalted by God.  Against this view is the context, which seems to suggest a note of deep pain in Mary in Lk 2:35.  If the note of this saying is evenly positive and negative for one group, then the focus on her pain seems inappropriate.  In addition, the normal force of the stone image in the NT is one of division.   Finally, a consistent NT note about Jesus’ ministry is that it divides people into two groups (Lk 4:29; 6:20–26; 13:28–29, 33–35; 16:25; 18:9–14; 19:44, 47–48; 20:14–18; esp. 12:51).  Thus, it seems better to see an allusion to two groups in falling and rising, with those who reject Jesus headed for a fall, while those who accept him in faith are headed for vindication.  The qualification ‘in Israel’ shows the nationalistic and Jewish perspective of the account.  Jesus will divide the nation.  The emphasis on opposition continues in the reference that Jesus will be a sign of contesting.  The phrase ‘that is opposed’ [rejected] has a future sense, since Simeon is discussing how people will respond to Jesus.  Humans will resist Jesus.  For them, Jesus will not be a hope of promise fulfilled, but a figure who is to be opposed.  The sign is characterized best as one of contention, not only rejection, because the point of the context is division.  The incident in Lk 4:28–29 illustrates this situation.  Simeon knows that although Jesus is God’s hope, not everyone will respond positively to him.  The raising of this aspect of Jesus’ fate is Luke’s first indication that all will not go smoothly for God’s Anointed.”


e.  “Because of Jesus Christ, many in Israel would fall in conviction and then rise in salvation.  (Simeon seems to be speaking about one group, not two.).”
  I disagree completely.

f.  “Simeon revealed to Mary that her Son would be opposed (a sign … spoken against) and that she would be hurt greatly.  Her grief would be like a sword piercing her soul.  The Son would cause the falling and rising of many in Israel.  Throughout His ministry Jesus proclaimed that the only way to the kingdom, something the nation had long sought, was to follow Him.  The ones who did so would receive salvation; they would ‘rise.’  But the ones who did not believe Him would not receive salvation; they would ‘fall.’  These consequences would reveal what they thought about Mary’s Son.”


g.  “Simeon emphasizes the identification of Jesus Himself as this point of crisis, the One destined within God’s own purpose to reveal the secret thoughts of those who oppose the divine aim (Lk 12:1–2).  We gain sight of an ominous cloud, the first explicit manifestation of the reality that God’s purpose will not be universally supported, and the first candid portent [indication] that the narrative to follow will be a story of conflict.”


h.  “Jesus was not just one more Jewish child, but was pivotal for faith.  Those who believed in him rose to new heights; those who rejected him fell into darker despair.”


i.  “The blessing which Simeon pronounced was intended for both parents.  When Simeon turns to Mary alone and leaves out Joseph, this is done because of the prophetic insight that Joseph will no longer be among the living when the things that are now stated shall come to pass.  When men reject grace in unbelief, they fall.  On the other hand, when God’s grace in Christ wins men and makes them rise up from sin and death, this is again the effect of His consequent will.  Simeon is speaking to Mary of what she shall herself witness.  The bulk of the nation will only speak against Him and completely reject this their Messiah.  Israel shall see this ‘sign’ and all it signifies for them but shall raise only objection to it.  Men fall solely by their own guilt; men rise up solely by grace.”
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