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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the periphrastic combination of the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI plus the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb THAUMAZW, which means ‘to be amazed.”


The imperfect plus the present tense combine to form an imperfect aspect, which describes a past, continuing action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice of both verbs indicates that the father and mother of Jesus both produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His father.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun MĒTĒR, meaning “mother.”

“And His father and mother were amazed”
 is the preposition EPI plus the dative case, which is used after verbs expressing emotions, feelings, or opinions meaning “at or because.”  With this we have the dative neuter plural articular present passive participle of the verb LALEW, which means “to say” and in the passive voice “to be said.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “the things which.”


The present tense is descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that moment.


The passive voice indicates that the things received the action of being said.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “about Him” and referring to Jesus.

“at the things being said about Him.”
Lk 2:33 corrected translation
“And His father and mother were amazed at the things being said about Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “And His father and mother were amazed at the things being said about Him.”

a.  Luke continues by telling us the reaction of Jesus’ parents to the declaration of Simeon.  Joseph and Mary were amazed and astounded by Simeon’s words and prophecy.


b.  It is difficult to understand how Joseph could be shocked or amazed by Simeon’s statement that Jesus was God’s ‘salvation’, after being told by an angel in a dream “for He will save His people from their sins.”  After what the angel said, calling Jesus God’s salvation would not come as a shock to Joseph.


c.  It is difficult to understand how Mary could be shocked or amazed by Simeon’s calling Jesus God’s ‘salvation’, after being told by the angel Gabriel, “He will be called the Son of the Most High.”  As the Son of the Most High (God the Father), Jesus belonged to the Father as His Son.  That the Son of God would provide the salvation of man should not be a shock or amaze anyone, since that was God’s eternal plan of salvation, which was the message of the gospel, which was proclaimed throughout the Old Testament Scriptures.


d.  However, what would amaze Joseph and Mary was the fact that Jesus would be the Light for the purpose of revelation for the Gentiles.  Jesus was not only going to be the Savior of God’s people Israel (that was no shock; for Jesus was the Messiah and the Messiah was supposed to be the Savior of the Jews).  But to include the Gentiles in that salvation and to mention the Gentiles before mentioning the Jews, now that was truly a shock and something to be amazed about.  Jesus was not only going to be the Savior of the Jews as the Messiah, but He was going to be the Savior of the world.


e.  Joseph and Mary were probably also amazed that this was being said publicly about their child in Jerusalem in the temple in front of all these witnesses.
2.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “If one wonders why they marveled at Simeon’s words after what they had heard from Gabriel, Elisabeth, and the Shepherds, he should bear in mind that every parent is astonished and pleased at the fine things others see in the child.  It is a mark of unusual insight for others to see so much that is obvious to the parent.  Simeon’s prophecy had gone beyond the angel’s outline and it was surprising that he should know anything about the child’s destiny.”


b.  “Luke records the parents’ response to Simeon’s words.  The description of Jesus’ universal task produces amazement.  The wonder may be explained by two factors.  First, the note of universality was a new point to make about Jesus’ ministry.  Second, the motif [idea] of amazement after revelation was typical.  The parents’ response was natural since revelation about Jesus just kept coming.”


c.  “The words of Simeon caused Mary and Joseph to marvel.  Though they had been told that their Son was the Messiah, perhaps they had not comprehended the scope of His ministry to the entire world—to the Gentiles as well as to the people of Israel.”


d.  “Simeon’s declaration about the Gentiles goes far beyond the Angel’s promise, and it was marvelous that Simeon should know anything about the Child’s nature and destiny.”


e.  “One parent was astonished as much as the other.  How did this man know the mystery of the child?  How did he single out their baby?  More than that, their wonder was that he should say such astounding things about the child.  Simeon’s words included all the Gentile nations in the salvation that this child was bringing—reason, indeed, for astonishment at this new revelation!”
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