John 1:1
Luke 2:32



 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PHWS, meaning “the Light,” followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun APOKALUPSIS, meaning “for the purpose of the revelation.”  Then we have the objective genitive
 or possibly a genitive of advantage (for the benefit of)
 from the neuter plural noun ETHNOS, meaning “for the Gentiles.”

“the Light for the purpose of revelation for the benefit of the Gentiles,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DOXA with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun LAOS with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “the Glory belonging to Your people.”  Finally, we have the appositional genitive from the masculine singular proper noun ISRAĒL, transliterated as “Israel.”

“and the Glory belonging to Your people Israel.’”
Lk 2:32 corrected translation
“the Light for the purpose of revelation for the benefit of the Gentiles, and the Glory belonging to Your people Israel.’”
Isa 49:6, “He [God the Father] says, ‘“It is too small a thing that You [Jesus] should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones [believers] of Israel;

I will also make You a light of the nations, so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

Isa 60:1-3, “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  For behold, darkness will cover the earth and deep darkness the peoples; but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear upon you.  Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.”

Explanation:
1.  “the Light for the purpose of revelation for the benefit of the Gentiles,”

a.  This verse is the conclusion of the sentence begun in verse 29.  The entire sentence now reads: “Now You are letting Your slave depart, Lord, in peace, according to Your word; because my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, the Light for the purpose of revelation for the benefit of the Gentiles, and the Glory belonging to Your people Israel.’”

b.  God the Father’s ‘salvation’ is given a name here.  His salvation is called “The Light.”  This is a formal title for the Lord Jesus Christ as the “light of the world.”  The gospel of John is filled with this title for our Lord.



(1)  Jn 1:4-9, “In Him was the life, and that life kept on being the light for the benefit of men.  And the Light kept on shining in the darkness, but the darkness did not understand it.  There came into being a man, having been sent from God; (John [was] the name belonging to him).  He came as a testimony, to testify about the Light, in order that all might believe through him.  He was not the Light, but [he came] in order that he might testify about the Light.  There was the true Light, which, coming into the world, enlightens all men.”



(2)  Jn 3:19-21, “Now this is the process of judgment that the Light has come into the world, and yet men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  For everyone who does worthless things hates the Light, and does not come to the Light, in order that his deeds might not be exposed.  But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, in order that his deeds may be revealed, since they have been performed under the influence of God.’”



(3)  Jn 8:12, “Then again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will absolutely not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’”



(4)  Jn 9:5, “As long as I am in the world, I am the Light of the world.’”



(5)  Jn 12:35-36, “Consequently Jesus said to them, ‘For a little while longer the Light is among you.  Walk while you have the Light, in order that darkness will not overtake you; in fact he who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going.  While you have the Light, believe in the Light, in order that you may become sons of light.’  These things Jesus spoke, and then, after going away, He hid from them.”



(6)  Jn 12:46, “I, the Light, have come into the world, in order that everyone who believes in Me might not remain in darkness.”

c.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the Light of the world and the Salvation of all those who live in the world, who are willing to come to the Light.  Simeon then adds a statement to his prophecy that would have been a blessing to believers and repugnant to Jewish unbelievers who hated the Gentiles.  One of the purposes for the Light coming into the world is to provide salvation for the Gentiles as well as the Jews.  To the Jews first, but also to the Gentiles.


d.  The Light is revealed in the first advent for the purpose of the revelation of God’s message of salvation for the benefit of the Gentiles.  Paul expands this theme in great detail in Rom 9-11.


e.  The Father’s plan of salvation would be revealed through Jesus for the benefit of the Gentiles as illustrated by the centurion with an ailing servant, the centurion at the cross, the Samaritan woman at the well, the Roman soldiers in the court of the temple, and several others.

2.  “and the Glory belonging to Your people Israel.’”

a.  In addition to Jesus being the revelation of salvation to the Gentiles, He is also the Glory belonging to God’s people, Israel.  “Israel” is the title for believers.  It was the name given to Jacob, when he became a mature believer.  It does not refer to all Jews, but to all Jews who believe that Jesus is the Christ.


b.  Notice that believing Jews belong to God the Father.  He owns them, because He paid the purchase price for their redemption from slavery to the state of sinfulness but the offering of His Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is given the title here—“the Glory.”


c.  Jesus is the Glory belonging to Jewish believers, because He is their Savior.  If the conjunction KAI in Acts 7:55 is taken as an explanatory use of the conjunction (translated ‘that is’), then we see this title again being used to identify Jesus: “Now being full of the Holy Spirit, while looking intently into heaven, he saw the glory of God, that is, Jesus standing at the right side of God;”  It is also possible that this title as a name for Jesus is found in Rom 5:2, “Through Whom also we have access by means of faith into this grace in which we stand; and so let us have pride based on absolute confidence in the Glory of God [Jesus].”
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Messiah is to be light for the Gentiles in darkness (Lk 1:70) and glory for Israel (Rom 9:1–5; Isa 49:6).  The word ethnos originally meant just a crowd or company, then a race or nation, then the nations other than Israel (the people) or the people of God.  The world-wide mission of the Messiah comes out clearly in these early chapters in Luke.”


b.  “Luke describes this salvation in further detail.  Solving a grammatical problem will determine the text’s meaning. Most commentators see ‘light’ and ‘glory’ in parallel and both in apposition to salvation in Lk 2:30.  If this view of the syntax is adopted, then the idea is that salvation is a light to Gentiles, while it is glory to Israel.  In support of this view, one can argue that glory and light are paired in parallelism in the OT (Isa 60:1–3) and either term is associated with God’s salvation in the OT (Isa 49:6; 51:4–5; 42:6).  A second approach argues that ‘revelation’ and ‘glory’ are parallel and both are in apposition to ‘light’, which in turn refers back to salvation in Lk 2:30.  If this view is accepted, then salvation is described as light for all people, but in particular it is revelation to the Gentiles and glory for Israel.  In support, it can be argued that in Isa. 60:1–3 the relationship between light and glory is one of cause and effect. Israel receives the light of salvation and thus can be called God’s glory, so that the two concepts are distinct, with glory tied to Israel.  In addition, Lk 1:78–79 describes Messiah as a light that comes to the nation.  Light comes; revelation and glory result.  Further, in Acts 26:22–23 the light is portrayed as coming to both Jews and Gentiles.  Thus, it is a fundamental characteristic of salvation that it is light for all people, not light just for a particular group. These arguments seem to favor slightly this second view, which would be translated ‘light, for revelation to the Gentiles and for the glory of your people Israel.’  Light is a frequent NT image of Jesus and His task (Acts 13:47; Mt 4:16; 5:14; Jn 1:7; 12:35, 46; 2 Cor 4:6).  In rabbinic Judaism the image of Messiah as light was also frequent.  Light as illumination means this light is revelation for the Gentiles.  In this context it is clear that the Gentiles are portrayed as recipients of the revelation.  God’s revelation dwells in a person, an idea that implies some of what John says explicitly when he calls Jesus the Word.  The rest of Luke’s Gospel and Acts reveal that Gentiles participate as equals.  Jesus as light brings salvation to all humankind, illuminating them into God’s way.  If Jesus is revelation for the Gentiles, he is more than that for Israel.  He is Israel’s glory.  As Isa 60:1–3 shows, the nation’s hope was that, with the coming of saving light to Israel, the attention of all people would be drawn to Israel.  Isa 46:13 makes clear that Israel’s task makes it special and that God’s righteousness approaches it (Rom 10:5–8).  At the heart of what makes the nation special is that salvation comes through it.  Paul shares this special view of Israel (Rom 9:1–5).  In fact, the roots of salvation extend into the nation of Israel and give it a special place.  God is acting for his people Israel.  He is saving them according to His plan and promise.  That salvation is found in Jesus.  Jesus is now directly associated for the first time with the ‘Servant’ hope of Isa 40–66.  However, it is not the suffering elements of this figure that are brought to the fore, as in other NT uses of this theme; rather it is the note of victory, vindication, and hope.  In addition, the hymn adds the universal scope of Jesus’ work.  The regal, Davidic, messianic Savior-Servant has come to redeem more than the nation of Israel; he has come for the world.”


c.  “Simeon saw in the infant Jesus God’s promised salvation, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to God’s people Israel.  The Savior would be Israel’s crowning token of God’s favor.”


d.  “Simeon prophesied a double function for Jesus: for Gentiles, revelation, because He is their revelation; for Jews, not revelation, because God had already revealed Himself to them in Scripture, but glory, for Christ will usher in the millennium, the time of Israel’s glory.  So this Babe poses one question to all the world, ‘Will you believe in Him?’  The Gentiles who do, find their revelation of God in Him; and when the Jewish nation does, it will receive the glory promised in the Old Testament.”


e.  “The salvation of which Simeon sang is universal in its offer.  This is especially significant for Gentiles (the majority of the world’s population).  Jesus is our ‘light’ in this dark world, He is our salvation, and He is at the same time the ‘glory [of] … Israel.’  Christ, a light to Gentiles, is the full realization of Israel’s glory.”


f.  “‘Light’ stands loosely in apposition to ‘salvation’ and refers to Jesus Himself (Jn 8:12).  As light sent from God He is to be a means of revelation for the Gentiles.”
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