John 1:1
Luke 2:13



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the adverb of time EXAIPHNĒS, meaning “suddenly; unexpectedly.”
  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to be; to occur: there was.”  BDAG suggests the meaning ‘to join’ for this passage, but there are no other NT examples of this and it seems too subtle a meaning for Luke’s reader to interpret the word this way.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the angelic army) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine singular article and noun AGGELOS, meaning “with the angel.”

“And suddenly there was with the angel”
 is the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun PLĒTHOS, meaning “a crowd, throng, multitude or host.”  With this we have the genitive of the whole (or partitive genitive) from the feminine singular noun STRATIA, meaning “of the army” plus the adjective OURANIOS, meaning “heavenly.”  This is followed by the genitive masculine plural present active participle from the verb AINEW, which means “to praise: praising.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the heavenly army produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to all three members of the Trinity.

“a multitude of the heavenly army praising God”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive masculine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the heavenly army was producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“and saying,”
Lk 2:13 corrected translation
“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army praising God and saying,”

Ps 103:20-21, “Praise the Lord, you His angels, mighty in strength, who perform His word,

obeying the voice of His word!  Praise the Lord, all you His hosts, you who serve Him, doing His will.”

Explanation:
1.  “And suddenly there was with the angel”

a.  Luke continues the story of the angel’s announcement to the shepherds of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem by noting what happened after the angel completed making the announcement.  This angel of the Lord (probably Gabriel) was suddenly joined by other angels.


b.  These angels apparently had been there with this angel all along, but had just not been visible.  Their appearance was as sudden as the appearance of the first angel.  These angels are obviously elect angels.  There were no fallen angels celebrating the birth of Jesus.


c.  Luke emphasizes the suddenness of the action of these angels revealing themselves to these shepherds.  Why didn’t they all just appear at once?  That sight would have been too amazing, too shocking, and too much for these men to handle.  The shepherds had to get use to the idea of one angel appearing to them before billions of angels appeared to them at once.


d.  There are angels watching us all the time, because we are God’s agents, resolving the angelic conflict by our obedience to God.  1 Pet 1:12, “It was revealed to them that they kept on serving these things not to themselves but to you, which things have now been disclosed to you through those who brought you the good news by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—into which things angels eagerly desire to bend down to see.”


e.  Where did Luke get his information about this event, since no one saw what happened except these shepherds?  The shepherds weren’t silent about these things, but told them to Mary and Joseph, who also told them to their children, who eventually told them to Paul, who then told them to Luke.
2.  “a multitude of the heavenly army praising God and saying,”

a.  Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army.  These are the other elect angels, who are in God’s angelic army.  The word ‘multitude’ is a bit inadequate to describe the number of angels here.  There number was countless.  Note the following passages:



(1)  Heb 12:22, “But you have come to Zion; that is, to the city of the Living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to countless millions of angels, to a festal gathering;”



(2)  Rev 5:11, “And then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, and of the living beings and of the elders (and their number was myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands [an infinite number]),”


b.  The word “host” is an old English word from 1600 A.D. that means ‘an army’.  The ‘heavenly host’ is a heavenly army.  The expression ‘the Lord of hosts’ means ‘the Lord of the armies’.  God has an army of elect angels that fight for Him.  Who do they fight?  They fight the evil forces of Satan—the fallen angels.  Human history is the resolution of a spiritual conflict that has been raging for longer than we realize.


c.  This army was there to protect that baby (their commanding officer) in the feeding trough in the animal stall in the barn.  This army was also there to praise God for the resolution of the angelic conflict through the giant step of the incarnation of the Son of God.  Not only had the Jews been waiting for hundreds of years for this event, but the elect angels had been waiting for thousands of years (if not longer).  Satan must be proven wrong that God is a God of love (a loving God) in spite of the fact that God’s justice had to condemn Satan and the fallen angels to the lake of fire.  The incarnation is the giant step in proving God’s unconditional love for those who sin against Him; “For God so loved the world that He sent His uniquely-born Son…” (Jn 3:16).  The incarnation of Christ is the sending of the Son to do the will of the Father by receiving the imputation of our sins to Him on the Cross and being judged as a substitute for us.  We don’t deserve this redemption and salvation from our sins, but God the Son does this for us because of His unconditional love for us.  He would have done the same thing for Satan and the fallen angels, but they didn’t trust that God would do so.  Thus their final judgment to the lake of fire.  We who trust that God has done this for us are saved from that same judgment, proving that God is a God of love and keeps His promises.  Therefore:



(1)  Lk 1:68, “Worthy of praise [is] the Lord God of Israel; because He has made an appearance to help and has accomplished redemption for His people,”



(2)  2 Cor 1:3, “Worthy of praise [is] God; that is, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions and God of all comfort,”



(3)  Eph 1:3-4, “Worthy of praise [is] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ, since He Himself has elected us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him in the sphere of unconditional love,”



(4)  1 Pet 1:3-5, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, for an imperishable inheritance not only undefiled but also unfading, having been guarded in the heavens for you, who are guarded by the power of God through faith resulting in a deliverance [which is] ready to be revealed in the last time.”


d.  The next verse tells us what these angels said in their praise of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit; for all three members of the Trinity are intimately involved in eternal salvation and the resolution of the angelic conflict.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Luke gives a rare glance at heavenly praise.  Shepherds see a portion of the angelic host praising God. Exaiphnēs, which may be translated either ‘suddenly’ or ‘unexpectedly,’ often refers in the NT to actions associated with the supernatural world.  It is difficult to translate because the emphasis is as much on the unusualness of the action as it is on how quickly it occurs.  What is unusual in this case is the appearing of a portion of the heavenly host—the angelic entourage that serves God (Dan 7:10; 1 Kg 22:19; 2 Chr 18:18).  stratias (host) is a partitive genitive, which means that the multitude is a select group that comes from the entire heavenly array of angels.  Such experiences usually come in the midst of visions.  Angelic praise serves the same function literarily for Luke as do choruses in Greek dramas—they supply commentary.  Thus, angels reveal to the shepherds through praise what the result of Jesus’ coming should mean.  Heaven addresses earth about Jesus’ significance.”


b.  “The angels praised God at Creation (Job 38:7), and now they praised Him at the beginning of the new creation.”


c.  “Here and throughout the Gospel of Luke, responses to the miraculous take the form of praising God.  In this instance, the reaction is by the heavenly host, a reference to God’s royal entourage.  Through their behavior, they demonstrate the appropriate response to God’s gracious intervention to bring a Savior.”


d.  “This choir contrasts with the earthly choirs used in the worship of the emperor.”


e.  “Note how kind God is: first, He sent one angel and only when the shepherds got over their fear and absorbed the message that the Messiah had been born in nearby Bethlehem did He send the dazzling host.  The angelic song was not for the benefit of the shepherds but was an act of praise for God.  The shepherds, witnessing it, could testify to mankind of Heaven’s approbation of the Messiah, which, of course, was irrefutable confirmation of Jesus Christ’s messianic office.”


f.  “I think every one of God’s angels was there [the partitive genitive indicates that only the angelic army was there; the college of herald angels are not necessarily there; though they may be watching from the third heaven] because this was the most amazing event that had ever happened in the entire universe.  I think the heavenly host stretched from horizon to horizon, obscuring the winter constellations.  I like to imagine that they radiated golds, pinks, electric blue, hyacinth, and ultraviolet—maybe some were even sparkling.”
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