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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Now; Then” plus the temporal conjunction HWS, meaning “when,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: He came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun TOPOS, meaning “to the place.”

“Now when He came to the place,”
 is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb ANABLEPW, which means “to look up.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after looking up.”

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to Zaccheus.

“after looking up, Jesus said to him,”
 is the vocative masculine singular from the noun ZAKCHAIOS, transliterated as Zaccheus.”  This is followed by the nominative second person singular aorist active participle of the verb SPEUDW, which means “to hurry.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Zaccheus is expected to produce the action.


The participle is an imperatival participle, which functions like a finite imperative verb in conjunction with the following imperative verb.  The action of the participle is also simultaneous with the action of the main verb.

With this participle we have the second person singular aorist active imperative of the verb KATABAINW, which means “to come down.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Zaccheus is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is more of a request than a dogmatic command.

“‘Zaccheus, hurry, come down;”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the adverb of time SĒMERON, which means “today.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun OIKOS with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “at your house.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DEI, meaning “it is necessary; one must.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus must produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have an accusative-infinitive construction, in which the first person singular personal pronoun EGW in the accusative case functions as the ‘subject’ of the following infinitive.  It is translated like a nominative subject, “I.”  With this we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb MENW, which means “to remain; to stay.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus must produce the action.


The infinitive functions like a finite verb in this idiom.

“for today I must stay at your house.’”
Lk 19:5 corrected translation
“Now when He came to the place, after looking up, Jesus said to him, ‘Zaccheus, hurry, come down; for today I must stay at your house.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Now when He came to the place,”

a.  Luke continues the story of Jesus’ encounter with Zaccheus the chief tax-collector of Jericho by telling us what happened after Zaccheus hurried ahead of the crowd accompanying Jesus and climbed up a tree to get a better view of Jesus.


b.  Jesus continued to walk and talk while Zaccheus was running along the road in advance of the crowd.  It wasn’t long before Jesus arrived at the location along the road where the tree was.  The word “place” refers to the place along the road where Zaccheus was perched in this tree like a bird.

2.  “after looking up, Jesus said to him,”

a.  Jesus probably saw Zaccheus run ahead of Him and likely also saw him climb the tree.  This act by Zaccheus was not lost on Jesus.  It was a definite indication of positive volition to the person and message of Jesus.  Clearly, Zaccheus wanted to at least see Jesus, even if he never got to speak to Him.


b.  So when Jesus arrived at the location of the tree He stopped and the crowd stopped with Him.  Then the Lord looked up into the tree, made eye contact with Zaccheus, and spoke to him.  Our Lord’s words were not harsh; were not a rebuke; were not unkind; and in no way censured Zaccheus.  There was probably a great smile on Jesus’ face as He addressed Zaccheus.  After all, we have a very rich man climbing a tree like a young boy to get a look at a celebrity.  The scene is certainly not unfunny.

3.  “‘Zaccheus, hurry, come down;”

a.  Jesus first addresses Zaccheus by name.  This is done to get Zaccheus’ attention and make sure that he knows that Jesus isn’t addressing anyone else.  The personal address makes the encounter a personal event between Jesus and Zaccheus.  In addition to getting Zaccheus’ attention, addressing him by name is another demonstration of the deity of Christ.  Jesus has never met Zaccheus.  No one has introduced them.  And yet Jesus knows exactly who Zaccheus is.  We can imagine Zaccheus’ surprise at being addressed by name by a person he has never even seen before.  We can easily hear Zaccheus saying to himself, “How does He know my name?”  The disciples and people in the crowd were probably asking themselves the same thing.


b.  Jesus then tells Zaccheus to hurry and come down from his perch in the tree.  What’s the rush?  The Lord was probably tired from the day’s long walk from Bethany beyond Jordan to Jericho (about 20 kilometers) and wanted to relax and have a good meal before going on to Bethany near Jerusalem the next day.  In addition Jesus wanted to have time to talk to Zaccheus, because before the day was over he would be a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.

4.  “for today I must stay at your house.’”

a.  Jesus then gives the reason for the rush—Zaccheus is going to throw a grand dinner party for Jesus and His disciples.  Jesus doesn’t just invite Himself to the rich man’s house because He intends to take advantage of his wealth.  The Lord already knows that Zaccheus deeply desires to meet Jesus, spend time with Him, and would be honored to do anything he can for Jesus.  So the Lord tells him before he has a chance to make the offer of hospitality that He accepts the offer, which Zaccheus has not yet made but desires to make.  This is a second demonstration of our Lord’s deity to Zaccheus.


b.  Notice the word “must.”  Jesus had to stay at Zaccheus’ house because it was the will of God the Father that not any should perish and once again Jesus wanted to demonstrate to the crowd that He had come to save those who were lost.  Staying at a tax-collector’s house was definitive testimony that Jesus, as the Messiah, was inviting everyone into the kingdom, not just those who considered themselves righteous by their own doing.


c.  Zaccheus was so rich and had such a large home that it would be no problem for him accommodating Jesus, the Twelve, and the women who supported Jesus.  Jesus and all His followers were more than welcome as far as Zaccheus was concerned.  This indirect request by Jesus was the most wonderful thing Zaccheus had heard in a long time.  He was completely honored to welcome Jesus into his home.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus makes a surprise move.  Upon arriving under the tree in which Zacchaeus is perched, he looks up and addresses the tax collector by name.  The text does not indicate how Jesus knows Zacchaeus’s name: perhaps he knew it by supernatural enablement or by hearing people call to Zacchaeus or by asking about his name.  Despite the absence of this detail, it is clear that Jesus is in control of the situation.  Just as Zacchaeus was quick to run and find a spot to see Jesus, so he is urgently told to come down—a descriptive participle of manner in combination with an aorist imperative.  In Luke ‘today’ frequently denotes the immediacy of an event or the need to respond.  It has an emphatic position in Jesus’ request.  Luke often uses DEI to denote divine necessity.  Why it was so necessary is not stated, but, given the crowd’s reaction, it might be that the visit gives Jesus a chance to underscore the nature of his mission.  Zacchaeus is the model respondent to Jesus’ initiative.  The request ‘to remain’ at Zacchaeus’s house implies a stay of unspecified duration.  Zacchaeus—who only wishes a glimpse of the famous teacher—gets much more: he will host the teacher in his home.  The request shows that Jesus accepts Zacchaeus.”


b.  “Jesus already knew Zacchaeus’ name and all about him.”


c.  “Zacchaeus’s persistence in the face of opposition from the crowd is rewarded by Jesus.  Hoping to see Jesus, Zacchaeus is seen by him.  What is more, Jesus insists that the nature of his mission renders it imperative that he share Zacchaeus’s hospitality.”


d.  “No matter how high their status, people did not normally invite themselves to someone else’s home.  Pious Jews would also be loath to enter the home of a tax gatherer or to eat of his food (which Jesus’ language also implies); because someone unreligious enough to collect taxes would not be careful about tithing his foodstuffs, Pharisees would not trust what he offered.  Jewish people normally considered the ability to call the name of someone one had never met—as Jesus does here with Zacchaeus—to be the sort of thing that only a prophet could do.”


e.  “Jesus apparently spent the night in Zacchaeus’ home, for it is unlikely that He would have set out to make the steep ascent to Jerusalem at any time other than early morning.  The crowd accompanying Him were undoubtedly pilgrims bound for Passover, and there was a whole tradition of welcoming the pilgrims who arrived at Jerusalem in the afternoon (we will see this when we study the triumphal entry), so this, too, indicates this event occurred in the afternoon.  Consequently, many facts suggest that Jesus lodged with Zacchaeus for the night, which explains one reason for the ‘I must’ (or as it can be rendered, ‘it is necessary’) of verse 5; another reason was the salvation of Zacchaeus.”


f.  “When Jesus stopped by the sycamore-fig tree, hidden Zacchaeus would have naturally tensed, maybe even experienced a quick sweat.  And then sheer terror gripped his soul as Jesus (and the crowd) lifted His eyes.  Zacchaeus braced himself to be a further spectacle of ridicule—especially when Jesus called him by name.  But in Jesus’ use of his personal name there was a hint of grace, because the same all-knowing eyes that earlier had seen Nathanael under a fig tree and discerned his guileless character now saw Zacchaeus and his guilty character, and Jesus called him, just as he had called Nathanael, to himself (Jn 1:47–51).  This was supernatural knowledge given to Jesus for that moment by the Father!  And then, as Jesus invited himself to Zacchaeus’ home, he did not say, ‘I would like to stay at your house,’ but ‘I must stay.’  Jesus regarded His encounter with Zacchaeus as a divine mission.  His seeking Zacchaeus was a work of sovereign grace.  What we begin to see at this point in the story is that Zacchaeus’ seeking of Jesus and Jesus’ seeking of Zacchaeus were both sovereign works of God.  The crossing of their lives at the sycamore was a work of divine providence.  This meeting was ordained before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:4–6).  The camel was about to go through the eye of a needle!”

� Robertson, A. T. (2006). A Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the Light of Historical Research (p. 860). Logos Bible Software.


� Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, pp. 1517–1518). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.


� Martin, J. A. (1985). Luke. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 252). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Green, J. B. (1997). The Gospel of Luke (p. 670). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.


� Keener, C. S. (1993). The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Lk 19:5). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Lk 19:1–10). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� Hughes, R. K. (1998). Luke: that you may know the truth (p. 224). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books.





2
5

