John 1:1
Luke 19:44



 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future active indicative of the verb EDAPHIZW, which means “to destroy or tear down by causing something to be brought to ground level, dash to the ground and of a city raze to the ground (Isa 3:26) Lk 19:44.”
  The translation ‘to level to the ground’ is a much better translation than ‘raze’, since raze sounds identical to ‘raise’, which only confuses things.


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the enemies of Israel will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the city of Jerusalem.  This is followed by additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun TEKNON with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your children.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “in you.”

“and they will level you to the ground and your children in you,”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person plural future active indicative of the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to leave behind.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the enemies of Israel will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun LITHOS plus the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the noun LITHOS, meaning “a stone on a stone.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “in you” and referring to the city of Jerusalem.

“and they will not leave behind a stone on a stone in you,”
 is the preposition ANTI plus the ablative of cause from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, “with attraction of the relative pronoun, meaning [in Classical Greek]: in return for which=because Lk 1:20; 19:44; Acts 12:23; 2 Thes 2:10.”
 Then we have the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know; to come to know; to recognize.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the people of Jerusalem produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KAIROS, meaning “the time.”  Finally, we have the genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and noun EPISKOPĒ plus the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “of your visitation.”

“because you did not recognize the time of your visitation.’”
Lk 19:44 corrected translation
“and they will level you to the ground and your children in you, and they will not leave behind a stone on a stone in you, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation.’”
Explanation:
1.  “and they will level you to the ground and your children in you,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a siege-work against you and will surround you and besiege you on all sides, and they will level you to the ground and your children in you, and they will not leave behind a stone on a stone in you, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation.’”

b.  The Lord’s prophecy of the future of Jerusalem continues with the total destruction of every building in the city.  The city will be leveled to the ground.  The near fulfillment of this came in August of 70 A.D. when the Roman army under Titus, the son of the Roman Emperor, ordered the destruction of the city.  The buildings in the city were leveled to the ground with the exception of three towers, as described by Josephus, the Jewish historian of the war:

“Caesar had already commanded the entire city and the temple to be razed to the ground, leaving only the towers which projected higher than the others to stand, Phasel, Hippicus, and Mariamme, and that part of the wall which enclosed the city on the west.  This was to be an encampment for the troops which would be left behind, and the towers were to reveal to posterity how great a city Jerusalem had been and what sort of fortifications Roman prowess had dominated.  All the rest of the wall which encompassed the city the demolition teams leveled so that no one who would come there in the future would ever believe that the spot had been inhabited.”


c.  The far fulfillment of this prophecy will occur in the Tribulation, when the armies of the Antichrist surround the city of Jerusalem and level it to the ground.


d.  The children of the inhabitants of Jerusalem will not be spared.  Josephus makes a point of describing how the Roman soldiers threw babies against building walls to kill them.  In the future the ‘collateral damage’ from bombs, artillery, etc. will not spare the children in the city of Jerusalem.
2.  “and they will not leave behind a stone on a stone in you,”

a.  This portion of the prophecy speaks directly to the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.  Every house, building, and structure was completely destroyed, so that no building was inhabitable.  If people wanted to live there, they would have to start building all over again from scratch.  The purpose of doing this was to make sure that is took several generations for the city to be rebuilt, with the result that the Romans would have no trouble from these people again in their lifetime.


b.  The Roman armies did the exact same thing to the city of Carthage after they destroyed that city.  The Romans even sowed the ground with salt, so that no plant would ever grow where the city once stood.


c.  Jesus repeated this remark not long after this, Mk 13:1-2 (=Mt 24:1-2), “As He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, ‘Teacher, behold what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!’  Jesus said to him, ‘Do you see these great buildings?  Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down.’”


d.  The destruction and devastation of Jerusalem was total and complete.  The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia gives the following description of the destruction of Jerusalem:

The emperor Nero dispatched Vespasian to Judea to put down the revolution; in 68 Vespasian had isolated Jerusalem and was ready to begin a siege.  The empire, however, was in turmoil, with unrest in the east and revolt in the west.  Nero committed suicide.  Vespasian, who was acclaimed emperor in 69, left for Rome to secure his throne and gave his son Titus responsibility for ending the Jewish war.  Titus had four legions.  The Tenth had moved from Jericho to the Mt. of Olives, destroying the Qumrân community on its way.  The Twelfth had come from Caesarea and was encamped West of the city, along with the Fifth and Fifteenth that had come from the north.  In the spring of 70 the offensive was launched.  The Romans breached the third wall on the west and then the second wall, but their attempt to take Antonia failed.  Titus thereupon decided on a siege, and a circumvallation was thrown up, according to Josephus almost 8 km (5 miles) long, built in three days.  The horrors of the six-month siege are graphically told by Josephus.  Antonia was taken, and the Jews barricaded themselves in the temple.  On August 5, a.d. 70) the temple was burned and the Roman soldiers carried out a campaign of slaughter along the entire east ridge.  The Jews made their last stand in Herod’s palace but the end was inevitable.  Titus ordered the entire city razed to the ground except for the three large towers at the northwest corner.  Many Jews were executed, others were carried off as slaves, the Tenth Legion was quartered in Jerusalem, and Titus held a triumphal procession in Rome in which he displayed the golden candelabra from the temple.  The Arch of Titus in Rome was built to commemorate the triumph and on one of its panels is carved in high relief the scene of his soldiers carrying the candlestand.”

3.  “because you did not recognize the time of your visitation.’”

a.  The Lord concludes His prophecy with the reason for this future destruction of the city.  It will be destroyed because the people of Jerusalem did not recognize the time of their visitation by the God of Israel.


b.  This is another way of saying that the Jewish people did not recognize or accept Jesus as their Messiah.  The punishment for their failure to accept Him as their God will be the total destruction of their city with the massive death of the population that will accompany the destruction of the city.


c.  Clearly the Jews were visited by their God, their Messiah, their King.  And yet they refused to recognize Jesus as their God, Messiah and King.  The Lord not only gave them fair warning of what would happen to them in the near future (the 40-year grace period that they had to change their minds after His resurrection), but they also are receiving constant warnings about what will occur in the future after the advent of the Antichrist.  The warnings regarding the future devastation of Jerusalem are many for Israel:



(1)  The description of the future war against Israel is clearly described in the book of Revelation.



(2)  The resurrection of the Church will be an obvious sign that the New Testament is true.



(3)  The erection of the statute of the Antichrist in the Holy of Holies in the temple in Jerusalem will be an obvious warning.



(4)  The two witnesses of the Tribulation (Moses and Elijah) will be an obvious sign/warning to the Jews.

The Jews who die during the Tribulation will die for the same reason given here by the Lord Jesus Christ—they will fail to recognize Him as their Lord, King, and Savior.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This vivid prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem is used by those who deny predictive prophecy even for Jesus as proof that Luke wrote the Gospel after the destruction of Jerusalem.  But it is no proof at all to those who concede to Jesus adequate knowledge of his mission and claims.”


b.  “Jesus follows the three descriptions of 19:43 with two more portrayals of the nation’s fall.  The nation and its children (the citizens) are pictured dying.  It is best to see only a picture of dead bodies here, since the next picture is of the razed city.  The description of one stone not being on another pictures the city being leveled.  The defeat is total.  Nothing stands.  Rome’s army will leave the city for dead.  Finally, Jesus gives the reason for the tragic destruction: the nation missed the opportunity to respond to the eschatological moment, that is, to His visitation.  Jesus knows what the nation has decided about Him, but the loss is Israel’s, which will experience judgment while Jesus will be exalted and vindicated by God.  The division predicted for the nation has come.  It is a fearful thing to be responsible before God for the rejection of Jesus.”


c.  “Because the people did not recognize the time of God’s coming to them, the city would be totally destroyed.  Roman soldiers did this starting in a.d. 70.”


d.  “Unlike some of the Pharisees, who see the acclamation of Jesus as the Davidic Messiah as contrary to God’s design (verse 39), Luke has it that Jerusalem’s rejection of Jesus is reminiscent of its historic betrayal of the covenant that led to the first destruction of Jerusalem and the exile [586 B.C.].  As Israel of old fell to its enemies on account of divine judgment for its unfaithfulness, so Jerusalem will be judged for its faithlessness.”


e.  “Jesus clearly did not make this entry in the hopes of being accepted by the nation; for He could not have made the prophecy of Lk 19:41–44 in that case.  Instead, He came to Jerusalem as the Passover lamb for the nation of Israel—and for the world.”
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