John 1:1
Luke 19:43



 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “Because, Since or For.”
  Then we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb HĒKW, which means “to come: will come.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the days will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine plural noun HĒMERA, meaning “the days.”  The absence of the article indicates the uniqueness or specialty of these days.  Next we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “upon you.”

“For the days will come upon you”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “when.”  “It is coordination rather than subordination when KAI connects an expression of time with that which occurs in the time: the time has come when he is to be given up Mt 26:45; when they crucified him Mk 15:25; when he went up to Jerusalem Jn 2:13; when I will make Heb 8:8; Jn 4:35; 7:33; Lk 19:43; 23:44; Acts 5:7.”
  This is followed by the third person plural future active indicative of the verb PAREMBALLW, which means “to throw up against.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that your enemies will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective ECHTHROS with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your enemies.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun CHARAX, meaning “a military construction involving use of stakes, a palisade, an entrenchment (for offensive or defensive purposes); a siege-work Lk 19:43.”
  Another good suggestion from this word is “barricade.”
  This is followed by the dative of disadvantage from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “against you.”
“when your enemies will throw up a siege-work against you”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future active indicative of the verb PERIKUKLOW, which means “to surround; to encircle.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the enemies of the Jews will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Jews.  Next we have another additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future active indicative of the verb SUNECHW, which means “to press in and around so as to leave little room for movement: to press hard, crowd Lk 8:45; of a city Lk 19:43; hold in custody, guard Lk 22:63; to cause distress by force of circumstances: seize, attack, distress, torment.”
  All these meanings are contained in the idea of “besieging” a city, which is exactly what the Romans did to Jerusalem and is exactly what the armies of the Antichrist will do in the Tribulation.  With this we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Jews.  Finally, we have the adverb of place PANTOTHEN, which means “on all sides; from all directions.”

“and will surround you and besiege you on all sides,”
Lk 19:43 corrected translation
“For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a siege-work against you and will surround you and besiege you on all sides,”
Explanation:
1.  “For the days will come upon you”

a.  Jesus continues His declaration over the city of Jerusalem as He pauses in His triumphal entry and looks down upon the city from the western slope of the Mount of Olives.  He continues by explaining what is going to happen in the future to the city because of their failure to recognize Him as their Messiah.


b.  The subject “the days” refers to both the near and far future; for all prophecy has a near and far fulfillment.  The near fulfillment will come in 66-70 A.D., when the nation of Israel will revolt against their Roman rulers and the armies of Rome will come against Israel to destroy the nation and especially to completely destroy the city of Jerusalem.  The far fulfillment of these words will come in the final days of the Tribulation, when Jerusalem is besieged by the armies of the Antichrist and has to be saved by the second advent of Christ.


c.  The subject “will come” makes this a prophecy from the lips of our Lord, which guarantees its fulfillment in human history.  And so, just as the near fulfillment of the prophecy has already occurred in 70 A.D., so we have the guarantee that the far fulfillment of this prophecy will occur at the very end of the Tribulation, which is still future.


d.  The object “you” refers to the nation of Israel—the Jews as a people in their nation and in their city—Jerusalem.

2.  “when your enemies will throw up a siege-work against you”

a.  The Lord then describes what exactly will happen in those future days.  The enemies of Israel are going to besiege the city of Jerusalem.  They are going to build a siege-work or barricade around the city, so that no Jew can escape.  The people of Jerusalem will be surrounded by the invading armies and held captive in their own city by the armies that surround them and build earthen walls to keep the inhabitants inside the city.  Then the armies will cut of all food supply and water supply to the city, starving the people to death.  This siege lasted for months in 70 A.D. before the city was finally invaded in August of that year.


b.  This prophecy is fulfilled twice in history by two different armies.  The Roman army did this in 69-70 A.D. and is described in detail by the Jewish general in the Roman army named Josephus, who was also a historian of the Jewish people.  His book called “The Jewish War” gives exact details of how the Roman army went about besieging Jerusalem and fulfilling this prophecy.


c.  The far fulfillment of this prophecy is described in both the Old Testament and New Testament.



(1)  Dan 11-12; Isa 29:1-4.



(2)  Rev 19:11-21.

3.  “and will surround you and besiege you on all sides,”

a.  The Roman army will surround the city of Jerusalem and besiege the city on all sides.  No one will be allowed to escape the city without being killed by the soldiers guarding the earthen-work ramparts build against the city walls to keep the people inside.  The Roman army built dirt barriers against the walls of Jerusalem for two purposes: (1) to keep the people trapped inside the city, while the Romans starved them so badly they were too weak to fight, and (2) in order to scale the walls of the city, when they made their final assault against the few people that could fight back inside the city.  Everyone who attempted to escape were killed.  The people inside starved so badly that they began to eat one another.  One mother was found roasting her own child.


b.  The final assault on the city was so devastating that 600,000 people were slaughtered and another 900,000 were taken into slavery.  The Romans were unmerciful.


c.  The armies of the Antichrist at the end of the Great Tribulation will affect the same surrounding of the city and besiege the small Jewish army fighting back.  This Jewish army is delivered from annihilation by the return of the Lord Jesus Christ at His second advent, when all the soldiers of the surrounding armies are killed in a 184-mile radius from Jerusalem.



(1)  Rev 14:20, “Furthermore, the wine-press was trampled outside the city and blood flowed out from the wine-press up to the bridles of horses for sixteen-hundred stadia [184 miles].”



(2)  Rev 19:17, “And then I saw a single angel standing in the sunlight; and he shouted with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, ‘Come, be gathered to the great feast from God, in order that you may eat the corpses of kings and the corpses of general officers and the corpses of the mighty [field grade officers], and the corpses of horses and those who sit on them [mechanized soldiers], in fact the corpses of all, both free [volunteers] and slaves [draftees], both small [enlisted soldiers] and great [officers]’.  And then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies, having been assembled for the purpose of making war against the One who sits on the horse and against His army.  And then the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet, who performed miracles in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image.  Although being alive, these two were thrown into the lake of fire which burns with sulfur.  And then the rest were killed with the broadsword which came out of the mouth of the One who sat on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their corpses.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus predicts that Jerusalem will become the object of a fierce siege in the ‘days that are coming,’ a phrase used by the OT prophets to indicate coming events of great significance (1 Sam 2:31; 2 Kg 20:17; Jer 7:32–34; 31:38; 33:14; 49:2; Isa 39:6; Zech 14:1).  This is the payment for Jerusalem’s rejection.  Just as the nation went into exile for disobedience, so Jesus predicts judgment for His generation.  God’s past activity and the consistency of His actions in bringing justice are the presuppositions behind such a prophecy.  What was a visitation for salvation has become a visitation of judgment.  Jesus uses siege terminology to picture the city’s destruction: paremballō describes the placing of barricades or earthen mounds around the city; perikykloō describes the surrounding of the beleaguered city, perhaps even the building of a wall around it; and sunechō escribes the enemy pressing its attack against the city.  All three verbs are future, so Jesus is speaking prophetically: the city will crumble.   The event in view is clearly the attack of Rome that led to the collapse of Jerusalem in a.d. 70.  There are some points of contact between the prediction and the events of a.d. 70 (for example, Titus [the Roman general in charge] built a barricade around the city; Josephus, Jewish War).  The siege described is typical.”


b.  “As Jesus looked ahead, He wept as He saw the terrible judgment that was coming to the nation, the city, and the temple.  In a.d. 70, the Romans would come and, after a siege of 143 days, kill 600,000 Jews, take thousands more captive, and then destroy the temple and the city.”


c.  “By way of pronouncing sentence upon Jerusalem, Jesus strings together five images of military conquest and destruction.  The opening words, ‘the days will come upon you,’ are borrowed from prophetic oracles of judgment.  Moreover, Jesus’ promise of the conquest and full-scale destruction of the city represents a collage of OT texts.”


d.  “Jesus was on the very site on which the Roman tenth legion would pitch its camp when they besieged Jerusalem.  First, Jesus saw the siege, then the massacre that would follow.  All this tragedy would be inflicted simply because the nation would not accept Him as Savior, and ironically, because the nation who would not support Him would support a rebellion in ad 63 that had scant chance of succeeding.  Josephus, a non-Christian Jew, records the detailed fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy.  The embankment, the siege works, the siege, razing the city, and the massacre of the population are all described; every aspect of Jesus’ prophecy was fulfilled.  Further, Josephus concludes with a history of Jerusalem which, according to him, in its 1,468 year history before ad 70 had only been captured five times and razed but once (by the Babylonians).  So Jesus’ prophecy was remarkable indeed, for He foretold the taking and destruction of a city which history had proved to be virtually impregnable.”


e.  “The time would come when it would be besieged in the typical manner of ancient warfare: a barricade would be built round it to prevent anybody coming or going in order to starve the inhabitants into submission.  Then the enemy would force their way in and capture it with tremendous cruelty and loss of life.”


f.  Josephus’ description of the siege of Jerusalem as quoted by Hughes: “Caesar had already commanded the entire city and the temple to be razed to the ground, leaving only the towers which projected higher than the others to stand, Phasel, Hippicus, and Mariamme, and that part of the wall which enclosed the city on the west.  This was to be an encampment for the troops which would be left behind, and the towers were to reveal to posterity how great a city Jerusalem had been and what sort of fortifications Roman prowess had dominated.  All the rest of the wall which encompassed the city the demolition teams leveled so that no one who would come there in the future would ever believe that the spot had been inhabited.”
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