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

 is the consequential use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And so,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb PROTRECHW, which means “to run ahead; to run before.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Zaccheus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after running ahead.”

Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and adverb of place EMPROSTHEN, meaning “to the front.”

“And so after running ahead to the front,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANABAINW, which means “to go up; to climb up.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Zaccheus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun SUKOMOREA, meaning “into a sycamore tree.”  This is followed by the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and can be translated “in order that.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EIDON, which means “to see.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Zaccheus produced the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with an element of contingency, which is brought out in translation by the auxiliary verb “might.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him,” referring to Jesus.

“he climbed up into a sycamore tree, in order that he might see Him,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning ‘because; since.”  Then we have the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HEKEINOS, meaning “there.”
  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb MELLW, which means “to be about to do something.”


The imperfect tense is an ingressive imperfect, which describes the entrance into a past action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was about to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the present deponent middle/passive infinitive of the verb DIERCHOMAI, which means “to go through; to pass through.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what was occurring at that moment.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action of the main verb MELLW.

“because He was about to pass through there.”
Lk 19:4 corrected translation
“And so, after running ahead to the front, he climbed up into a sycamore tree, in order that he might see Him, because He was about to pass through there.”
Explanation:
1.  “And so after running ahead to the front”

a.  As a consequence of not being able to see, because of the crowd and his short height, Zaccheus makes the decision to run ahead of the crowd.  He runs to get in front of the crowd in anticipation of the path Jesus is taking on the road through Jericho.


b.  By using the preposition PRO with the verb and the prepositional phrase meaning ‘to the front’, Luke has given us a double emphasis on Zaccheus’ decision and action to get ‘ahead’ of the action and put himself in a place where he can and will see Jesus.


c.  This is continued proof of the importance of his perseverance, and proof-positive of his positive volition toward the person of Jesus.  In other words, he has heard a lot of good things about Jesus and believes what he has heard.  Thus his eagerness to at least see this wonderful person he has heard so much about.

2.  “he climbed up into a sycamore tree, in order that he might see Him,”

a.  After getting ahead of the action, that is, the advance of the crowd, Zaccheus climbs up into a sycamore tree.  This particular type of tree has low hanging branches, which made is possible for this very short man to be able to climb to his vantage point.  There is nothing particularly special about the fact the tree was a sycamore tree.  This is simply one of those details that the gospels provide that prove once again the authenticity of the story; for a person making up such a story would not think to include this kind of detail.


b.  Next Luke explains Zaccheus’ purpose in climbing the tree.  Zaccheus already knew that he could not see Jesus in the midst of the crowd.  And if the crowd were in front of Jesus, then being at ground level would continue to do him no good.  He realized he needed a higher vantage point in order to accomplish his goal of really seeing Jesus.  Therefore, he climbs the tree like a young boy to get the best possible perch from which get his bird’s eye view of the man many considered to by the Messiah.

3.  “because He was about to pass through there.”

a.  Finally, Luke explains the reason why Zaccheus went to all this trouble.  Jesus was headed this way and was going to pass right under or right by this tree, which was next to the road.


b.  Zaccheus may have picked this particular location because he knew that it was not only the main route, but also knew that there were no other possible routes Jesus could go, that is, no side streets, no forks in the road, etc.  Jesus was on the only path that would bring Him to Zaccheus in the tree.  It was a perfect place to accomplish his goal.


c.  Like Moses, Zaccheus desired to see the Lord, but was only going to see him pass by.  He didn’t expect any more than a quick glance, but instead would get an eyeful.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Zacchaeus’s solution is to run ahead of Jesus and locate a better vantage point.  He finds a sycamore tree and climbs into its branches because the teacher is getting ready to pass his way.  This tree is not the mulberry fig of western Europe, but more like an oak tree, only with a short trunk and wide, lateral branches that make for easy climbing.  Perched on such a spot, Zacchaeus had a ‘bird’s eye’ view.”


b.  “In the East, it is unusual for a man to run, especially a wealthy government official; yet Zaccheus ran down the street like a little boy following a parade.  And he even climbed a tree!  Curiosity is certainly characteristic of most children, and Zaccheus was motivated by curiosity that day.”


c.  “Luke may have been presenting Zacchaeus’ actions as a commentary on Jesus’ words that unless people become like little children they cannot enter the kingdom of God.”


d.  “For Zacchaeus to be ‘short’ by ancient Mediterranean standards probably means he was less than five feet tall.  With its pleasant climate year-round, Jericho was especially noted for its palm trees but supported many other trees as well, including the well-known sycamore tree.  The kind of ‘sycamore’ tree described here is related to the fig tree and was easy to climb; it is not the North American sycamore or European-Asian sycamore maple.  Old Testament Jericho had many tightly packed houses, but the prosperous city of the New Testament period had spacious villas and parks, where one could more easily climb a tree than get on a rooftop.”


e.  “The Palestinian sycamore tree is a type of fig which has long, low overhanging branches, the tips of which reach close to the earth.  So it was a simple matter for Zacchaeus to pull himself up on such a branch and walk along it until he was over the path Jesus was following.”


f.  “Short or not, Zacchaeus had legs, and he used them.  To be specific, it was a ficus sycomorus, a sturdy tree, some forty feet high, with a short trunk and wide branches.  Very easy to climb.  The picture of the tiny, rejected man sitting alone, hidden in order to get a glimpse of Jesus, is very touching.  He certainly did not want the crowd to know he was there.  He had his dignity!  He would get a private view of Jesus.”


g.  “For this little man, who was wealthy and widely known, to neglect his dignity and to adopt the tactics of a boy and to perch up in a tree meant much indeed.”
  “No thought of personal dignity or propriety deterred him from his purpose.”
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