John 1:1
Luke 19:33



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now; Then.”  With this we have the genitive absolute construction, which combines the genitive masculine plural present active participle of the verb LUW, which means “to untie” with the genitive ‘subject’ of the participle from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what was occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the two disciples were producing the action.


The participle is temporal and coterminous with the action of the main verb and translated “while they were untying” or “as they were untying.”

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PWLOS, meaning “the colt.”

“Now as they were untying the colt,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the colt’s masters produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun KURIOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his owners” and referring to the owners of the colt.  This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them,” referring to the owners.

“his owners said to them,”
 is the interrogative adverb TIS, meaning “Why?,” followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb LUW, which means “to untie.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that the two disciples are producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PWLOS, meaning “the colt.”

“‘Why are you untying the colt?’”
Lk 19:33 corrected translation
“Now as they were untying the colt, his owners said to them, ‘Why are you untying the colt?’”
Mk 11: 4-5, “They went away and found a colt tied at the door, outside in the street; and they untied it.  Those who were standing there were saying to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’”

Explanation:

1.  “Now as they were untying the colt, his owners said to them,”

a.  Luke continues the story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.  He has sent two disciples into the village of Bethphage to secure a colt on which no man has ever ridden, untie it, and bring it back to Him as He waits outside the village.  The two disciples go into the village and find the colt tied up and waiting, just as Jesus predicted.


b.  Upon finding the colt, the two disciples proceed to do exactly as Jesus has instructed them.  They begin untying the colt.  As they do so, the owners of the colt (father and son; brothers; husband and wife; we are not told exactly, but the word for owners is ‘KURIOS’, which hardly would be used of servants and never used of slaves) question what they are doing.  Remember that they didn’t first go into the house and ask permission to take the colt.


c.  Mark describes the colt’s owners as “those who were standing there.”  So apparently the two disciples just walked right up and started untying the colt and his mother without bothering to explain what they were doing or why.  This strange behavior obviously provoked a question from the owners, who were standing in front of their house watching this.

2.  “‘Why are you untying the colt?’”

a.  The question is without anger, vituperation, or ranker.  It is one of curiosity at the boldness of the two disciple’s behavior.  It is not normal for people to behave like this.  Imagine if someone just walked up to the front of your house and proceeded to get in your car and drive away with it.  Wouldn’t you ask them, “What do you think you are doing?”


b.  The owners may have had the animals available to rent (we have no way of knowing), but still, any normal person hiring them would first ask permission to make the deal (pay in advance).  These disciples said nothing to the owners and the owners have every right to question what they are doing.


c.  Obviously it looks like the disciples are stealing the animals and the owners have every right to prevent that from happening.  However, since Jesus had been to Bethany and Bethphage for many of the festivals during the past three plus years, He and His disciples may have been well known by the people, and possibly even recognized by these owners.  If the owners already recognized the two disciples as disciples of Jesus, it would easily explain their willing compliance to allow these two men to take the two animals.  And the disciples’ answer to the question would naturally point to Jesus having need of the animals, in whose care they would have entrusted their colt without further questioning.  Remember that Jesus typically stayed with Lazarus in Bethany, whenever Jesus and His followers came to one of the four yearly festivals.  During the course of His first advent, He would have stayed there at least a dozen times.  And considering His fame and the recent resuscitation of Lazarus from the dead, the owners of this colt were probably well aware of who “the Lord” was and who His immediate disciples were.  Therefore, it is quite possible that this whole scene plays out naturally, because the owners of the colt knew exactly who the disciples were and needed to ask no further questions.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The question comes as Jesus predicted. The genitive absolute (‘while they were untying the colt’) describes the disciples’ activity in preparing to take the animal to Jesus.  The beast’s owners (perhaps meaning its master and mistress, given the plural) want to know the reason for the action.  That the owners do the asking may stand against any idea that Jesus had worked out the arrangement ahead of time.  On the other hand, they may have asked the question only because the animal has not been ridden previously.”


b.  “We surmise that the owners gave it to him because they had heard of his ministry—He was a respected rabbi with growing fame.”
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