John 1:1
Luke 19:29



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur, take place, or come to pass.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the situation about to be described) producing the action.

 
The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the temporal use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “when,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EGGIZW, which means “to come near; to approach.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that He produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper nouns BĒTHPHAGĒ and BĒTHANIA with a connective KAI, meaning “to Bethphage and Bethany.”

“And it came to pass when He approached Bethphage and Bethany,”
 is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun OROS, meaning “to the mount.”  Then we have the appositional accusative of place from the neuter singular articular present passive participle of the verb KALEW, meaning “to be called.”


The article functions in place of a relative pronoun, translated “which.”


The present tense is a static present for an action to perpetually exists.


The passive voice indicates that the mount received the action of being called something.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the genitive feminine plural proper noun ELAIA, meaning “Olive Trees.”

“to the mount that is called Olive Trees,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send: He sent.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the cardinal adjective DUO plus the ablative of the whole from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “two of the disciples.”

“He sent two of the disciples,”
Lk 19:29 corrected translation
“And it came to pass when He approached Bethphage and Bethany, to the mount that is called Olive Trees, He sent two of the disciples,”
Mt 21:1, “When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples,”
Explanation:
1.  “And it came to pass when He approached Bethphage and Bethany,”

a.  Luke continues the story of our Lord’s first advent with His approach to Jerusalem.  Jesus, His disciples, His support group, and the crowd of pilgrims have walked about sixteen miles from Jericho and are now approaching two small towns in the suburbs of Jerusalem.


b.  Bethphage and Bethany are located less than two miles (three kilometers) from Jerusalem on the road from Jericho to Jerusalem, Jn 11:18.  Bethany is located on the southeast slope of the Mount of Olives and is the home of Lazarus, Martha, and Mary.  Jesus has stayed at their home before, Lk 10:38-42.  “Apparently Jesus usually spent the night there when He went to Jerusalem (Mt 21:17; Mk 11:11).  At Bethany He raised Lazarus from the dead (Jn 11).  In the home of Simon the leper He was anointed by Mary (Mt 26:6–13; Mk 14:3–9; Jn 12:1–9).”


c.  Some scholars locate Bethphage on “the western slope of the Mt. of Olives.  But because Bethphage is mentioned before Bethany, many scholars locate it East of Bethany, on the lower slopes of the Mt. of Olives.  The location of the city is nonetheless uncertain.”
  Regardless of which city was east or west of the other city, they are located next to each other and just outside Jerusalem.


d.  Notice that Jesus and those following have not reached Bethphage and Bethany yet.  They can see the cities as they approach, but are not quite there yet.  Jesus launches these two disciples ahead of Him to prepare for His triumphal entry into Jerusalem.
2.  “to the mount that is called Olive Trees,”

a.  The twin cities of Bethphage and Bethany are on the hill to the east of Jerusalem called the Mount of Olive Trees.  The hill was covered with a large orchard of olive trees.  The name has been shortened to Olivet, but the actual translation from the Greek is ‘mount of olive trees.’


b.  It is most likely that the twin cities were on the eastern side of the mount with the olive trees covering the top on the hill and the Garden of Gethsemane on the western slope of the hill, where Jesus could see the temple guards coming out of the east gate of the city of Jerusalem at night with their torches to arrest Him.  It is through this orchard of olive trees that the disciples would run to escape capture by the temple guard arresting Jesus.

3.  “He sent two of the disciples,”

a.  At this point (just outside the twin cities and about two miles from the city of Jerusalem) Jesus dispatches two disciples to get a donkey for Him to ride on for His entry into Jerusalem.


b.  The two disciples are also mentioned in:



(1)  Mt 21:1-2, “When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me.’”



(2)  Mk 11:1-2, “As they approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples, and said to them, ‘Go into the village opposite you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it here.’”


c.  John gives us the timing of these events in his gospel:



(1)  Jn 12:1, “Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.”  If the Passover was the next Friday, then six days before means Jesus would have arrived at Bethany on the previous Friday afternoon and the entrance into Jerusalem ‘on the next day’ would have been on the Sabbath (Saturday) before the Passover (which was six days later).  Jn 12:12 says that Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem took place “on the next day,” which if that next day was a Sunday (Palm Sunday), then Jesus violated the Sabbath by walking from Jericho to Bethany/Bethphage on a Saturday—the Sabbath.  The Passover was on the next Saturday.  Six days before the Passover would be the previous Sunday—a day He could walk the 18 miles from Jericho to Bethany without violating the Sabbath rest.  And ‘on the next day’ a Monday, He enters into Jerusalem riding on a colt.  So much for Palm Sunday being the day of His entry into Jerusalem.



(2)  Jn 12:12, “On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, ‘Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel.’”


d.  If the Passover was the next Friday, then six days before means Jesus would have arrived at Bethany on the previous Friday afternoon and the entrance into Jerusalem ‘on the next day’ would have been on the Sabbath (Saturday) before the Passover (which was six days later).  The timeline is as follows:

Saturday—Jesus in Jericho.

Sunday—Jesus arrives at Bethany in the afternoon and has dinner at the home of Lazarus, Mary, and Martha.  Day 6 before the Passover.

Monday—Jesus rides into Jerusalem on the colt.  Day 5 before the Passover.

Tuesday—Day 4 before the Passover.

Wednesday—Day 3 before the Passover.

Thursday—Day 2 before the Passover.

Friday—Day 1 before the Passover and the day of the Crucifixion.

Saturday—the Passover, Jesus had to be buried before this day began.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus prepares for His entry by locating Himself near Jerusalem.  Upon His arrival near Bethphage and Bethany, He sends two disciples to procure an animal for His entry.  Jesus directs His followers’ actions as He prepares for His fate.  Bethphage and Bethany are located east of Jerusalem on a range of hills overlooking the city and the Kidron Valley.  The exact location of Bethphage is not known.  Most place it on the southeast side of the Mount of Olives, southeast of Bethany; others suggest higher up the Mount of Olives, northwest of Bethany.  The Aramaic behind the name Bethphage means ‘House of Unripe Figs,’ which, along with the name Mount of Olives, suggests that the region was fertile.  The name is ironic since Jesus earlier threatened the nation about not becoming an unproductive fig tree (Lk 13:6–9).  Bethany, meaning ‘House of Ananiah,’ is located one and a half miles east of Jerusalem on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives.  The city is not the same town as Bethany beyond the Jordan (Jn 1:28).  Located east of Jerusalem, the Mount of Olives is in a range that runs north and south for two and a half miles.  Olives, the middle of three peaks that dominate the range, stands 2,660 feet above sea level, directly across from the temple.  The mountain has eschatological import in the OT. Zech 14:4–5 presents it as the place where Messiah will show Himself.  Luke mentions in Acts 1 that Jesus ascended from this mountain into heaven.  At the time of His ascension, one of the angelic messengers notes that Jesus will return as He has departed, which might suggest that He will return to this same point.”


b.  “At that point He stopped until the way could be prepared so that when He entered the city people would know He was presenting Himself as the Messiah.”


c.  “Luke provides no basis for speculation about the identity of the two disciples sent to secure a colt, nor does he even hint that these messengers belong to the twelve, nor does he identify which village (Bethphage? Bethany?) is envisioned. This shortage of descriptive data contrasts sharply with the wealth of detail provided with respect to the colt.”


d.  “Messengers were normally sent two by two.”


e.  “This section’s purpose is to demonstrate that Jesus was fully cognizant of what He was doing, and in full control of the events of the triumphal entry.  Jn 12:12 refers to Jn 12:1, so dates the triumphal entry five days before Passover, thus indicating that the event we now study took place on Monday.  The Mount of Olives is really a ridge running parallel to the Kidron Valley, east of Jerusalem, the central hill of which is approximately 100 feet higher than Jerusalem.  Bethany is less than two miles southeast of Jerusalem on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives.  The village facing the disciples, where the colt was tied, is generally thought to be Bethphage.  Bethphage is adjacent to Bethany but nearer the top of the Mount of Olives; so the biblical report starts with Jesus behind the Mount of Olives.”
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