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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: he said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the master produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to the first slave.  This is followed by the particle of exclamation EUGE, which means “Well done!”  Then we have the vocative masculine singular adjective AGATHOS and the noun DOULOS, meaning “good slave.”

“And he said to him, “Well done, good slave!”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “Because,” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular superlative adjective ELACHISTOS, meaning “in a very little thing: Lk 12:26; 16:10; 19:17.”
  Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PISTOS, meaning “faithful.”  With this we have the second person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to be; to become.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that the first slave has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Because you have been faithful in a very little thing,”

 is the second person plural present active imperative of the verb EIMI, which means “to be: you are to be.”


The present tense is a descriptive/aoristic present, which describes what is now going to occur as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the first slave is to produce this state of being.


The imperative mood is a command.

With this finite verb EIMI we have the nominative masculine second person singular present active participle of the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: you are having.”  The two verbs together form a periphrastic construction.


The present tense is a descriptive and futuristic present, which describes what will occur now and continue in the future.


The active voice indicates that the first slave is going to produce the action of having.


The participle is circumstantial.

The entire literal periphrastic construction says: “you are to be having,” which can be shortened in translation to simply “you are to have.”  With this periphrastic construction we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA, which means “authority.”

Finally, we have the preposition EPANW plus the ablative of rank from the feminine plural cardinal adjective DEKA with the noun POLIS, meaning “over ten cities.”

“you are to have authority over ten cities.””
Lk 19:17 corrected translation
“And he said to him, “Well done, good slave!  Because you have been faithful in a very little thing, you are to have authority over ten cities.””
Explanation:
1.  “And he said to him, “Well done, good slave!”

a.  The parable of the nobleman and the ten slaves continues with the response of the new king to the report from the first slave that he had increased the wealth deposited with him 1000%.  The master of the slave and former nobleman responds with high verbal praise of the slave.


b.  The slave has done very well far exceeding his master’s expectations.  The master also notes that the slave is a ‘good’ slave with the implication that not all who serve him are ‘good’ or do so ‘well’.  There are differing degrees of success and failure among those who serve the Lord.  Not all Christians are great Christians.  As Paul noted with the Corinthians, they were still immature believers.  Contrast the Galatians with the Philippians and you see vast differences.  We, like Paul, are all slaves of the Lord Jesus Christ, but it should be our goal to be evaluated as a ‘good slave’ rather than a ‘worthless slave’.

2.  “Because you have been faithful in a very little thing,”

a.  The new king’s address to the first slave continues with the reason why this slave is going to be rewarded for his success.  This slave was faithful in doing exactly what the master asked of him.  The master asked him to take his one mina (100 day’s wages) and engage in business with it.  The slave did what he was told and acquired a tenfold profit (1000 day’s wages).  In the mind of the master it was a small thing.  But the size of the gain was not the issue in the mind of the master.  It was the faithfulness in doing what was asked that mattered.


b.  God asks a very little thing of all Christians—take the message of the gospel and proclaim it to others.  He isn’t asking much.  And the reward for faithful service is enormous.  It is important to see the principle here: we are rewarded by God for our faithfulness, not for the amount of our success.  For example, some pastors have a small church with relatively few believers, while other pastors have a mega-church with literally thousands of believers.  Is the pastor of the mega-church rewarded more than the pastor of the tiny church?  If the pastor of the small church is faithful to teaching the word of God and the pastor of the mega-church is not, who will the Lord reward more?


c.  It is faithfulness in the little things that counts with God.  The ‘little things’ include: being ambassadors for Christ; growing up spiritually; learning the word of God; applying the word of God; living our life as unto the Lord; obeying the word of God; loving one another.

3.  “you are to have authority over ten cities.””

a.  Finally, the new king declares the reward of the first slave.  He is to have authority over ten cities.  Notice that in today’s economy this slave enriched his master by about ($10/hour = $80/day x 5 days/week = $400/week x 4 weeks/month = $1600/month x 4 months = $6400 x 10 =) $64,000, which is a good down payment on a house.  As a reward for a good down payment on a house, the slave receives authority over all the houses in ten cities (New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Boston, Chicago, Houston, San Diego, Miami, Atlanta, and Dallas), that is, trillions and trillions of dollars worth of real estate.


b.  By analogy, the rewards provided by the Lord Jesus Christ for faithful service to Him are beyond our imagination.  Several commentators limit this reward of authority to what believers will do during the millennial kingdom of our Lord on earth.  There is nothing wrong with that analogy or application, but let me take you beyond just the millennial kingdom portion of this reward.  What about eternal rewards of the eternal state?  Certainly we rule with Christ during His kingdom on earth, but do we sit on our hands and do nothing for the rest of eternity?  Our eternal rewards are out of proportion to our way of thinking or calculating reward.  The Lord will give His faithful slaves more than they can think or be imagining for being faithful in little things.  Let me try and hurt your brain with a simple illustration.  Imagine you are standing before the judgement seat of Christ and He declares you a good slave and says “because you have been faithful I give you authority over this new galaxy I have created in the new heavens.”  It is no secret that a galaxy is made up of millions, if not billions of stars, and if each of those stars has a dozen or so planets around it, then you have an enumerable number of places to live, especially if each planet is capable of having thousands of cities.   Imagine you have authority over a galaxy of cities for being faithful in presenting the gospel to others.  And the wonder of all this is that it is not a ‘far-fetched’ idea.  Imagining what our Lord will do for us, whom He loves as His bride, is only limited by what we can imagine.


c.  When our Lord said, “In My Father’s house are many rooms [the correct translation of the Greek word is ‘rooms’ not ‘mansions’].  I go to prepare a place for you,” He was not talking about preparing four walls and a chair.  That ‘room’ will be spectacular.


d.  Another idea has to be considered in this analogy.  If we are rewarded by authority over cities, who are the residents of those cities?  The elect angels have to live somewhere, and we are certainly said to rule over angels.  The eternal state is certainly going to be interesting.  And right now all we can do is imagine and speculate.  God has the greatest of Christmas presents waiting for us to open.  All we have to do is be faithful in the little things.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The master’s response comes in three parts: commendation, reason, and promotion.  The commendation is ‘well done’.  This is a good servant and the master recognizes it.  The reason for the promotion follows: the servant was faithful in a small matter.  A rare periphrastic present imperative introduces the servant’s promotion: he is given authority over ten cities.  His reception of authority matches the king’s receiving a kingdom.  The servant gets a prominent administrative role in the kingdom, an eschatological image that Luke uses directly elsewhere.  Luke pictures additional responsibility in the future kingdom era.  It is not limited to mere kingdom presence or additional church responsibility, but refers to full participation in the exercise of the kingdom’s authority in the consummation.  Faithfulness now will result in kingdom responsibility later (the kingdom is not to be equated with the eternal state or the church; Acts 3:18–21).  The lesson is that faithfulness now will result in the privilege of service in the consummation.  Such service will be much greater in scope than the responsibility exercised now in Jesus’ absence.”


b.  “When it comes to witnessing, all believers start on the same level, so the reward is according to faithfulness and achievement.  The faithful servants were rewarded by being made rulers of various cities.  The reward for faithful work is always—more work!  But what a compliment to be entrusted with the management of so many cities!  How we serve the Lord today will help determine our reward and ministry when He comes to establish His kingdom on earth.  Faithfulness now is preparation for blessed service then.”


c.  “In a deliberate echo of Lk 16:10, trustworthiness ‘in a very small thing’ is made to signify faithfulness to the master and readiness for greater responsibility, in this case, a share in the nobleman’s authority (compare Lk 22:28–30).”


d.  “It was not unusual for investors to make returns such as those these servants report; nor was it unusual for rulers to reward profitable servants who proved their administrative skills.  Rome allowed its client kings to appoint their own local officials.”


e.  “The reward of Christ’s faithful servants is an elevation of eternal intimacy with Him.  They will be His co-regents, viceroys, and confidants.  What joy!  Happily, the eternal reward is not rest but responsibility as we work with Christ in unimaginably vast new spiritual enterprises.  
What a sweet motivation to invest our gospel deposits!”
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