John 1:1
Luke 18:8
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 is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I say.”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present, which expresses a universal truth, a maxim, a commonly accepted fact which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the disciples.  Next we have the conjunction HOTI, which introduces the content about to be stated, and is translated “that.”  This is followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to bring about.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that God will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EKDIKĒSIS, which means “justice.”  Then we have the dative of advantage from the third person masculine plural from the personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “for them” and referring to ‘His chosen ones’.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the neuter singular noun TACHOS, meaning “with speed; quickly, without delay; in a hurry, at once.”
  Prepositional phrases are often used adverbially.

“I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly.”
 is the conjunction PLĒN, which means “Nevertheless.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of relationship or genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the Son of Man.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man will produce the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after…comes” or “after coming will the Son the Man find…”

“Nevertheless, after the Son of Man comes,”
 is the conjunction ARA, a “marker of a tone of suspense or impatience in interrogation, meaning then with the onus for a correct answer put on the addressee.”
  This is followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man will produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information. 

Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, meaning “faith.”  Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “on the earth.”

“then will He find faith on the earth?’”
Lk 18:8 corrected translation
“I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly.  Nevertheless, after the Son of Man comes, then will He find faith on the earth?’”
Explanation:
1.  “I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly.”

a.  Jesus concludes explaining the application of the parable to His disciples by making an emphatic, dogmatic statement of truth.  He uses His now familiar phrase “I say to you” or “I tell you.”  Every time we have seen this phrase in Luke’s gospel it is followed by an absolute, dogmatic statement of fact from God about something that is very important and trustworthy.  The same thing is true here.


b.  The subject “He” refers to God the Father.  The object “them” refers to believers who cry out to Him night and day in their prayers.  The critical action that God will perform or bring about for them is justice—the thing that the widow sought after in the parable.  Believers want ‘what is right’ to be done for them.  They desire that God make things right, fair, just, etc. in this world, because they know that they will never get justice from Satan in his kingdom.  The Lord Jesus Christ guarantees that God the Father will bring about justice for us, if we ask.  It is important for us to remember that what we consider to be justice may not be justice at all in God’s eyes.  God’s grace to someone in order to save them may not seem like justice to us, if we have been wronged by them.  Often, all we can do is leave the matter in God’s hands and trust in His justice and righteousness.


c.  The manner in which this justice is brought about is entirely in God’s hands.  It involves His timing and His manner of execution.  The Lord says that the Father does this quickly.  For the unbeliever heading to the lake of fire this justice from God can’t occur slow enough.  For a parent whose child has been murdered this justice cannot occur fast enough.  What seems slow to us is quick to God.  What occurs in time is virtually instantaneous compared to eternity.  A million years from now, we will not care how long it took during our life on earth to get justice.  So ‘quickly’ is very much a matter of perspective.


d.  As an application to the justice of God being administered at the Second Advent, it will occur quickly—in a moment of time millions of unbelievers will die and be transferred to Hades.  The administration of the justice of God at the last judgment will occur more quickly than anyone being judged will want.  God’s administration of justice at the unbeliever’s death comes more quickly than any of them want.


e.  God is not slow as we count slowness, 2 Pet 3:9.

2.  “Nevertheless, after the Son of Man comes,”

a.  Jesus continues His principles of application by putting these principles in the context of His second advent.  The phrase “after the Son of Man comes” refers to the appearance of the Messiah for judgment as predicted throughout the Old Testament.  This is the coming of God to judge the world and has nothing to do with the resurrection of the Church, which occurs seven years prior to this event and begins Daniel’s seventieth week—the last seven years of the Age of Israel.


b.  God the Father is not slow to answer the prayers of those who believe in Him.  Nevertheless, there will be a contrast on earth during the Tribulation.  Jesus asks the rhetorical question regarding what kind of faith, if any, He will find on earth after He comes again.  So Jesus sets up a contrast between the faith in prayer of His believers now and the faith in prayer of His believers at His second advent.

3.  “then will He find faith on the earth?’”

a.  The word “then” refers back to “after He comes,” that is, at the second advent of Jesus.  Will Jesus find faith on the earth when He returns at His second advent?  The question to the disciples is rhetorical—designed to make them think, consider, judge and come to a conclusion upon which they must base their future actions.


b.  The actual answer to the question is both ‘Yes’ and ‘No’.  The Lord will find faith on earth among millions of believers fighting against the armies of Satan in Jerusalem and among the believers hiding in the mountains east of Israel.  The Lord will not find faith in any unbeliever on earth and there will be millions of unbelievers attacking Israel.


c.  The application to us is whether or not the Lord will find faith, trust, and confidence in Him during our spiritual life.  This was the same application the disciples had to make to themselves.  So the summary of the parable and its application to us in our spiritual life is whether or not we have faith in God the Father after our salvation to ask in prayer and have confidence that He will be just to us in all things.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Lk 18:8 makes two additional points.  First, Jesus answers His rhetorical question about God’s delay by noting that God will speedily bring vindication for his elect.  Two possible translations are proposed for this phrase:

1.  On the basis of Josh 8:18–19; Ps 2:12; Ezek 29:5 EN TACHEI means ‘suddenly’.  The point is that, when the return comes, it will happen quickly.

2.  EN TACHEI means ‘soon,’ indicating that vindication is near.  Lexical evidence favors this view: in six of the other seven NT uses the phrase means ‘soon’.  The point is: God has not forgotten His elect.  He will act soon to establish them and deal with their enemies.


A remark about a soon coming implies, nonetheless, a delay.  Since delay in vindication may become an excuse to lose faith, Jesus goes on to say in effect, ‘Pray and look for the return,’ knowing that it will come.  Though the delay seems long, after the vindication it will seem short.  In comparison to eternity, what is the span of time between Christ’s first and second comings?  This point is especially true in light of the vindication’s permanence.  This idea of awaiting the return raises the question of what people will be doing when it comes.  Will they be praying and looking for it?  Jesus’ last remark serves as a rhetorical call to continue to pray and hope for the vindication.  He wonders if the Son of Man will find faith on earth when He comes.  The context indicates that the Son of Man will be looking for those who are looking for Him.  In the interim, will believers keep the faith?  Will they continue to pray and look for vindication?  Even though Jesus expresses the idea as a question, He is exhorting them to keep watching.  He is calling for a faith that perseveres in allegiance to Jesus.  The message is, ‘Be vigilant’.  The disciple is to look forward to the day when Jesus will come and defend His elect by exercising righteous judgment over the whole earth.  There is no reference to the event or timing of the rapture in Luke 17:22–18:8.  The vindication of the saints in view here refers to the judgment of the unrighteous.  Such vindication leaves the righteous free to share in the kingdom and enjoy God’s presence for eternity.  The day is one in which evil and unrighteousness will be dealt with decisively.  As such, saints are exhorted to look for it.  The blessed hope is not only that saints will be with God forever, but that unrighteousness will be judged and removed.  Until He comes, the church’s mission is to preach Him and to be faithful (Lk 24:44–49; Acts 1:6–8).”


b.  “The end times will not be days of great faith.  Passages like 1 Tim 4 and 2 Tim 3 paint a dark picture of the last days.”


c.  “Jesus’ question was not spoken out of ignorance.  Nor was He questioning whether all believers would be gone when He returns.  Instead, He asked the question to spur the disciples on to faithfulness in prayer, to encourage them to keep on in their praying.”


d.  “Having begun with a question about the future timetable from the Pharisees, Jesus has repeatedly—and now finally—insisted on changing the terms of the discussion and, therefore, of end-time speculation.  The question is not When? or Where? but, given the present activity of God and its promised, certain consummation, How will people respond?”


e.  “This is a hard saying in the sense that no one can be quite sure what it means, especially in relation to its context.  When a question is asked in Greek, it is often possible to determine, from the presence of one particle or another, whether the answer expected is yes or no. But no such help is given with this one.  Many commentators assume that the answer implied here is no, but in form at least it is a completely open question.”


f.  “The question of verse 8 is rhetorical.  This rhetorical question is answered in part by Lk 17:34–35; there will be people of faith on the earth when Jesus comes.  However, the force of the rhetorical question suggests that the proportion will be low.”


g.  “Jesus’ question implies that such faith will not be found on earth unless His disciples learn to ‘always pray and not give up’ (verse. 1b).  Jesus was saying that continual prayer until He comes is not only the evidence of faith, but the means of building faith until His return.  The God to whom we pray is not like the unjust judge who could only be badgered into responding, for our God is loving and gracious.  And we are not like the nameless widow, for we are his chosen ones.  Because of this, He delights to hear and quickly answer our prayers until He comes.  ‘When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’  Yes, He will, if we have learned to live a life of prayer in the not yet.”
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