John 1:1
Luke 18:40



 is the transitional and continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist passive participle of the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand still; to be stopped.” 


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus received the action of being stopped or standing still.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after being stopped.”

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KELEUW, which means “to command.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative-infinitive construction, in which the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS is used as the ‘subject’ of the aorist passive infinitive of the verb AGW, which means “to be brought: that he be brought.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the blind man received the action of being brought to Jesus.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose and introduces a purpose clause, which is introduced by the word “that.”  The infinitive functions like a finite verb in the accusative-infinitive idiom.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him” and referring to Jesus.

“Then, after being stopped, Jesus commanded that he be brought to Him.”
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now; Then.”  With this we have the genitive absolute construction,
 in which the genitive masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb EGGIZW, meaning “to approach” functions as a finite verb and the third person masculine singular genitive of the intensive pronoun AUTOS functions as the ‘subject’ of the verb.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the blind man produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after approaching.”

Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EPERWTAW, which means “to ask; to question: He asked.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to the blind man.

“Now after approaching, He asked him,”
Lk 18:40 corrected translation
“Then, after being stopped, Jesus commanded that he be brought to Him.  Now after approaching, He asked him,”
Mk 10:49-50, “And Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him here.’  So they called the blind man, saying to him, ‘Take courage, stand up!  He is calling for you.  Throwing aside his cloak, he jumped up and came to Jesus.”

Mt 20:32a, “And Jesus stopped and called them, and said,”
Explanation:
1.  “Then, after being stopped, Jesus commanded that he be brought to Him;”

a.  Luke continues the story of Jesus’ encounter with the blind man (men) of Jericho by telling us what happened next, after Jesus was stopped by the pleas for mercy from the blind man.  The passive voice of the verb indicates that the cries for help and mercy from the blind man were the cause of Jesus stopping along the road.


b.  Having caught the attention of Jesus, the Lord then commanded that the man be brought to Him.  This is a really interesting detail, since the man couldn’t have been more than a dozen steps from Jesus.  Jesus is walking down the middle of the road and the man is sitting on the side of the road.  The Roman road in that area wasn’t more than thirty feet wide, so the distance from the middle of the road to the side of the road was probably not more than five steps.  So why didn’t the Lord just take those five steps?


c.  The crowds were in the way and the Lord wanted the people telling the man to be quiet to be involved in the action of bringing him.  The man’s volition was already positive to the Lord, but he needed help from others with regard to the right direction to walk.  By commanding the people in the crowd to help the man, their volition now becomes involved.  They have to touch a potentially ‘unclean’ person.  They have to recognize that Jesus is willing to do what they were unwilling to have happen—an encounter with Jesus.  The disciples are following Jesus and are not mentioned, so it is not likely that they went and got the man.  The people telling the man to be quiet now have to obey the command of the Lord.  Jesus asserts His authority and they willingly obey—a very interesting reversal of attitude must have immediately taken place in that moment.


d.  The blind man more than willingly allows himself to be led to Jesus.  This was what he had dreamed would happen for him for the past couple of years.  This was the key moment in his life and he knew it.

2.  “Now after approaching, He asked him,”

a.  The story goes on with the actual encounter between a son of Israel and the God of Israel.  The subject of the participle (‘approaching’) is the blind man.  He produces the action of approaching Jesus through the help of others guiding him.  It didn’t take long for this to happen.  He was helped to his feet, the crowd parted, and he was led the few steps to Jesus.  Probably less than a minute to complete the action.  Once the man was literally right in front of the Lord, Jesus asked him a question, which we will see in the next verse (the verse break should never have occurred here).


b.  The Lord asks a question, as if He didn’t already know the answer.  But this was not a rhetorical question, because the Lord expected an answer.  The question is not asked by Jesus because He doesn’t know what the man wanted.  It is obvious what the man wanted!  So why ask the question that Jesus already knew the answer to?  The Lord asked for the benefit of the crowd and as a resolution in the angelic conflict.  The question is asked for the benefit of the crowd, so that they will see and hear exactly what the man wants from the Lord.  There will be no twisting of the events here.  Everyone will be an eyewitness to what was said and what was done.  This will be clear proof for all to see that Jesus is the Messiah.  In addition, Jesus is not going to just heal someone to ‘show off’ that He is deity.  Human free will is involved together with free will of Jesus and the sovereignty of His deity.  Satan cannot accuse Him of just healing whenever, wherever, and however He wants.  This is a deliberate act by God on behalf of one of His creatures as a demonstration of grace, love, mercy, and kindness, which Satan accuses God of not having.  So testimony against Satan is very much involved in this act by the Lord, which was true of all His healings.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The cry does not go unheeded by Jesus, who stops and orders the man to be brought to Him.  The man approaches Jesus, who asks the blind man what he wants Jesus to do for him.  Jesus will not reject his request as the crowd did.  He always has time for compassion.  Mk 10:49–50 has more detail: Jesus stops and tells the crowd to call the man.  This detail adds irony, since the crowd now tells the blind man to take heart and rise because Jesus is calling him.  This news causes the blind man to throw off his cloak and rush to Jesus.  Mt 20:32, like Luke, has a simplified version: Jesus stops and calls to the blind men, asking them what they wish him to do.”


b.  “Jesus’ response to the request for sight is a speech act—fulfilling literally one of the phrases Jesus uses to interpret the significance of His anointing by the Spirit: ‘to proclaim … recovery of sight to the blind’ (Lk 4:18), and signifying His authority to act on God’s behalf.”


c.  “Note the crowds fickleness; in Mk 10:48 the crowd shout ‘be silent,’ by verse 49 they tell him ‘take courage’—obeying the crowd can certainly become very confusing!  The beggar casts off his outer garment (Mk 10:50) so as not to impede his progress toward Jesus.”


d.  “The instant the beggar heard Jesus’ invitation, he stopped shouting, threw off his moth-eaten cloak (an extreme gesture for a blind man, who would normally keep his cloak where he could touch it), sprang to his feet, and stumbled with the help of others to Jesus.”
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