John 1:1
Luke 18:20



 is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun ENTOLĒ, which means “the commandments.”  This is followed by the second person singular perfect active indicative of the verb OIDA, which means “to know: You know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes a present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the rich young ruler produced the state of knowing the commandments.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“You know the commandments,”
 is the negative adverb MĒ (repeated four times), meaning “not” plus the second person singular aorist active subjunctive of four verbs: MOICHEUW, meaning “to commit adultery;” PHONEUW, meaning “to murder;” KLEPTW, meaning “to steal;” and PSEUDOMARTUREW, meaning “to bear false witness, to lie in court, to commit perjury.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the rich young ruler is expected to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of prohibition.

““Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness,”
 is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb TIMAW, which means “to honor.”


The present tense is a durative present, which regards the action as continuing throughout one’s life.


The active voice indicates that the rich young ruler is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your father.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun MĒTĒR, meaning “mother.”

“Honor your father and mother.”’”
Lk 18:20 corrected translation
“You know the commandments, “Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother.”’”
Explanation:
1.  “You know the commandments,”

a.  Jesus continues His response to the rich young ruler’s question (‘After doing what will I inherit eternal life?’) with another statement (the Lord’s previous statement was, ‘No one is good except God alone.’).


b.  Again Jesus addresses the young man (probably in his late twenties or early thirties) with kindness and politeness.  The Lord is not irritated, taken back, insulted, or in any way upset with this man’s actions or words.  Jesus wants to lead him to the discovery that He is the Christ, the Messiah.


c.  So our Lord makes that statement that the young man knows the commandments found in the Mosaic Law.  By using the phrase “the commandments” and comparing it to what is said next as illustrations, we see that Jesus is referring to the Ten Commandments and not all 613 commandments in the Mosaic Law.


d.  The fact that Jesus ‘knows’ that this man ‘knows’ the Ten Commandments is not a demonstration of Jesus’ deity; for every normal Jew was brought up in synagogue and knew the ten commandments just as we do (at least most of us).  Jesus is makes a statement of fact that both He and the young man can readily agree to, that is, a point of agreement to move the conversation forward.

2.  ““Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness,”

a.  Jesus now illustrates what He means by the phrase “the commandments” by naming five of them.  He names in the following order: number 7, 6, 8, 9.


b.  The reason the Lord puts committing adultery before murder is that it is more likely that this command will be broken than murder.  By changing the order the Lord may also be illustrating to the young man and us that the failure to keep any one of the commandments is just as serious as not keeping other commandments.


c.  Why didn’t the Lord select the first four commandments: To have no other gods before Him; To not be involved in idolatry; To not use the name of the Lord in vain; To not keep the Sabbath rest?  Being a ruler of the people or the synagogue required that the young man have already shown diligence in doing all these things.  Otherwise, he would not be considered qualified by the people to be a ruler of anything.  If the young man has kept commandments 6-9, then he has probably had no problem keeping commandments 1-4.  The most difficult commandments to keep are number 5 and 10, because a person is tested in these two areas every day.  The other tests of the other commandments come on a more irregular basis, but honoring ones parents is a daily event as is not desiring what someone else has.

3.  “Honor your father and mother.”’”

a.  Jesus saves the tougher commandment for last.  It is rare that we desire to murder or steal or have an opportunity to lie in court, and it is just as rare to have the opportunity to commit adultery.  These things test us but not very often.  In fact some people are never bothered by these areas of testing.  They just wouldn’t consider doing such a thing and can easily say ‘no’ to their sin nature, especially is these things are not their area of weakness.


b.  However, honoring your father or mother, when they say ‘no’ to what you want or think you need is really tough, especially for a teenager, and remember that from age 13 on, Jewish boys were no longer considered ‘boys’.  They were responsible for honoring their parents as much as a forty year-old man.  Remember how difficult it was for the older brother in the prodigal son story to honor the request of his father to come into the house and celebrate the return of his brother.  He was breaking this commandment in a big way.


c.  So Jesus saved the difficult illustration for last place in His list, making the young ruler think twice about himself before going on in the conversation.  We can imagine the back and forth between Jesus’ words and the thinking of the young man in this soliloquy: Jesus, ‘Do not commit adultery’; rich young ruler, ‘Check, haven’t done that’; Jesus, ‘Do not murder’; RYR, ‘Check, haven’t done that’; Jesus, ‘Do not steal’; RYR, ‘Check, haven’t done that’; Jesus, ‘Do not bear false witness’; RYR, ‘Check, haven’t done that’; Jesus, ‘Honor your father and mother’; RYR, (pause) ‘Hummm, let me think about that for a second’.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The ruler has asked what he can do to be saved, and Jesus’ reply takes up the issue directly.  Jesus responds with the law, which for current Judaism reflected God’s will.  If one is going to earn eternal life, then acts of righteousness are required.  Jesus gives the ruler nothing but the basics.  Jesus says that the ruler knows the commandments, in effect calling him to obey those commandments.  Jesus then cites commandments 7, 6, 8, 9, and 5 from the Decalogue.  Many consider it curious that Jesus replies only in terms of commands related to people.  But Jesus’ reply is profound and ethically significant.  How one treats others is something concrete that can be measured, and so the focus is on acts of faithfulness to others.  But another factor may explain this focus.  In Luke the rich are often warned of the danger of self-focus that can come from wealth, so appeal to this command would reinforce the ruler’s need to keep an outward focus.  The comparison of the Synoptic parallels may suggest that this was a popular story that circulated, with some variety of detail.  Matthew and Mark agree in the order of the first four commands: 6, 7, 8, 9.  But at this point, Mk 10:19 speaks of not defrauding, an allusion to the tenth commandment about not coveting.  Both accounts end with the fifth command about honoring one’s parents, but Mt 19:18 adds a concluding summary call from Lev 19:18 to love one’s neighbor.  In summary, Mark has commandments 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 5; Matthew has 6, 7, 8, 9, 5, and Lev 19:18; while Luke has 7, 6, 8, 9, 5.”


b.  “The young man had a superficial view of his own sin.  No doubt the young man sincerely tried to keep the Law; in fact, this may have been what brought him to the feet of Jesus.  Jesus did not quote the Law to him as a means of salvation, because obedience to the Law does not save us.  He held the Law before the young man as a mirror to reveal his sins.  But the young man looked into the mirror and would not see the stains and blemishes in his life.  When Jesus quoted from the second table of the Law, He did not quote the last commandment, “You shall not covet” (Ex 20:17).  Jesus knew the young man’s heart, so instead of preaching to him about covetousness, He asked him to do something that a covetous person would not do.”


c.  “He answered the man’s question in the traditional Jewish way by talking about the need to keep the commandments, especially those in the second part of the Ten Commandments which could be tested (more or less) by a person’s outward behavior.  The commandments are listed in a peculiar order which is also found in the Greek translation of the OT.”


d.  “Jesus then focused upon the insufficient goodness of the ruler.  Jesus did so by calling him to keep the second half of the Ten Commandments, the commandments that have to do with our social ethics, our duty to other people.  Jesus knew that if the ruler would do some deep reflection here, he would see that he was totally unqualified for the kingdom he was seeking.”
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