John 1:1
Luke 17:5



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the apostles produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “the apostles.”  Next we have the dative indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “to the Lord.”

“And the apostles said to the Lord,”
 is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb PROSTITHĒMI, which means “to add; to increase; to grant.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is requested to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “faith (the active sense); or what is believed (the passive sense).”

“‘Add faith to us!’”
Lk 17:5 corrected translation
“And the apostles said to the Lord, ‘Add faith to us!’”
Explanation:
1.  “And the apostles said to the Lord,”

a.  The teaching of the Lord continues with a request from the apostles.  The word ‘apostles’ refers to the Twelve apostles appointed by Jesus as mentioned in Lk 6:13-16.


b.  We do not know if this was done privately or in front of the crowd, but it would be more appropriate for this to be a private request of Jesus as some point in time when they were alone with Him; for example, at the end of the day during their travel to Jerusalem.

2.  “‘Add faith to us!’”

a.  The apostles ask as a group.  We are not told if there is a spokesman for the group.  There is no parallel passage to this passage in the other gospel accounts.


b.  The apostles ask that the Lord add to their faith.  Their request is a polite request, not a demand.
  The assumption is that they have faith, but they recognize their need for greater faith.  They are not asking for faith that they don’t have, but for greater faith than they do have.  The questions then becomes:



(1)  Is this faith the active faith of believing or the passive faith of what is believed?



(2)  Greater faith in what or whom?



(3)  Does God create faith or do we create our own faith?



(4)  Does God actually give greater faith to a person or does faith have to come from the person themselves?



(5)  Were the disciples asking for something God could not give them?



(6)  Does Jesus give them the greater faith they ask for?


c.  Is this faith the active faith of believing or the passive faith of what is believed?  Based upon Jesus’ answer in the next verse, this faith is not the passive faith of what is believed (for example, the word of God), but the active faith of believing that a person can do something.


d.  Greater faith in what or whom?  Based upon Jesus’ answer, this faith has nothing to do with faith in Him, but faith in what they are able to do.  They already had enough faith in Him.  They didn’t need more faith in Him, and therefore, Jesus’ example doesn’t address the issue of faith in Him.


e.  Does God create faith or do we create our own faith?  Nowhere in Scripture is faith said to be a gift of God.  Salvation is a gift of God (Eph 2:8-9), but not faith.  Faith is not created by God.  It is created in the soul of man.  We create our own faith.  We create what we believe or don’t believe with our own free will.  The creation of our own faith is the issue of the angelic conflict.  God presents certain truths to us and we either believe them or we don’t.  The faith has to come from us.  If the faith is given to us by God, then He is responsible for us not believing, and therefore, Satan has a true objection to the judgment of God against Him.  Satan can argue that God didn’t give him the faith to believe God and not sin against Him.  Therefore, it is all God’s fault that Satan has no faith in God.  Therefore, faith has to come from us and not from God to resolve the angelic conflict.


f.  Does God actually give greater faith to a person or does faith have to come from the person themselves?  Faith has to come from the person themselves.  But can God increase or add to that faith?  God can do things that cause a person to have greater faith, but that greater faith still has to come from the person themselves.  For example, the apostles believed that Jesus was the Messiah before His resurrection, but had a much greater faith in Him after His resurrection appearances to them.  God gave them something additional to believe in, but they added to their own faith.  We might say that God indirectly added to their faith by giving them the greater proof of Jesus’ being the Messiah by raising Him from the dead, but it was the apostles themselves who had the greater faith as a result of what they saw, touched, etc.  Thomas is the example and proof of this.  He did not have greater faith until he saw with his own eyes.


g.  Were the disciples asking for something God could not give them?  Yes.  They were asking for God to give them greater faith, when they were the only ones who could give themselves greater faith.  All God could do was give them another demonstration of His power (resurrection) that they had not seen before.  They had seen miracles of healing, resuscitation, control of creation (calming the storm, walking on water, teleportation—moving from one location to a distant location instantly), and even transfiguration, but they had not seen a resurrection body and what it was capable of doing (walking through walls/doors, ascending to heaven).  By giving them the evidence of resurrection and ascension, God was indirectly adding to their faith.  But again, they are the ones who had to believe.  God could not believe for them.


h.  Does Jesus give them the greater faith they ask for?  In the context that follows there is no indication that Jesus honors this request.  He will do so indirectly at the future date of His resurrection, but the direct answer to their request must come from them.  They themselves must add to their own faith by what they believe.  The Trinity will give them something greater to believe in with the resurrection of Christ from the dead.


i.  In the meantime, Jesus will give them more to believe in with every word that proceeds out of His mouth.  He has much more to say to them (Jn 13-17) and they have much more to accept as absolute truth.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “A little reflection will show that they should answer the prayer themselves.”
  In other words, God could not answer this request, because only they could answer this request for themselves.

b.  “In Lk 17:5, the only instance in the Third Gospel where pistis is not preceded by the definite article, we must translate ‘Have faith in us’.”
  This is a ridiculous suggestion, not only because of the total depravity of man, but because the apostles as a group didn’t have the arrogance or courage to suggest such a thing.  It would be a blasphemous request for any man to ask God to have faith in him/her.


c.  “The disciples ask the Lord to help them develop their faith [to ‘develop’ and to ‘add to’ are not equivalent ideas].  The disciples request that Jesus ‘add’ to their faith, not give a gift of faith.  Some say that this request means ‘provide us faith’ and argue that the verse speaks of asking for a gift of faith to do great wonders.  Such a view appeals to the example of Lk 17:6 for support and argues that the idea of ‘adding faith’ is not logical.  But if Jesus can speak of possessing a little bit of faith, then a metaphor about the size and presence of faith is likely.  Jesus [in His answer in verse 6] alters the request for more faith, speaking of ‘having’ faith.  Faith’s presence is more crucial than its quantity.  Jesus is essentially saying that God can do a lot with a little trust.  It is daily faith that they want increased, so that they can faithfully serve their God.  They know that faith is not a moment, but a journey.  Jesus’ authority is highlighted by Luke’s description of him as the Lord to whom the request is made. The apostles’ willingness to be taught is also implied, as they are dependent on the Lord for guidance about their growth.”


d.  “If for Luke faith manifests itself in faithfulness, then the request of Jesus’ followers, ‘Give us faith,’ is tantamount to saying, ‘Make us faithful people!’”
  Not only did the disciples not say ‘Give’ (DIDWMI = to give), but ‘Add faith to us’ in no way means ‘make us faithful’, which is the word PISTOS, not PISTIS.  This commentator is twisting what was actually said to make the passage say what he wishes it said rather than what it actually says.

e.  “The apostles’ request that Jesus add to their faith, was an expression of their understanding of the awesome responsibility for the spiritual well-being of both the lost and the saved.”
  We have no indication from the context or the passage that the apostles had any understanding of the awesome responsibility for the spiritual well-being of anyone but themselves.

f.  “They did not ask for more love and tolerance so they could forgive.  Neither did they ask for more understanding.  Instead they asked for faith so they could adequately rebuke and forgive others.  Their prayer declared their faith.  It is by faith that we ask for faith.  Their cry, ‘Increase our faith!’ though it indicated their faith, also confirmed they could not increase their own faith [If their belief/understanding that they cannot increase their own faith is incorrect, then it does not confirm anything].  They knew better than to proudly declare, ‘I resolve to believe more—I will accumulate more faith.’  They understood that faith is a gift. ‘For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast’ (Eph 2:8, 9).”
  The problem with this whole argument is that the word “it” in the phrase “it is the gift of God” refers to “salvation” not to ‘faith’.  Salvation is a gift of God.  Faith is not a gift of God.  Therefore, to say, ‘They understood that faith is a gift’ is incorrect, and the whole argument falls apart.  The word “it” is neuter in the Greek, while the word ‘faith’ is feminine.  Therefore, ‘it’ does not equal ‘faith’.  If the premise is wrong, then the conclusion is wrong, and this commentator’s premise is wrong.  They asked for something God could not give them.  He can give them salvation, but cannot give them faith.  Faith must come from themselves.  God would eventually answer this request by giving them something greater to have faith in—the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  But God did not give them faith.  He gives them something to have faith in.


g.  “The ‘faith’ that is meant is faith in Christ’s promises.  It is very forced to make it refer to what precedes; the faith that enables one to forgive a brother seven times in a day.  Power to fulfill that duty would have been otherwise expressed.”
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