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Luke 17:37
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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist deponent passive participle of the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer: answering.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the Twelve apostles/disciples) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: they said. ”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the interrogative adverb of place POU, meaning “Where?,” followed by the vocative masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “Lord.”

“And answering they said to Him, ‘Where, Lord?’”
 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then; Now,” used to switch reference to another speaker on stage in a Greek play.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the disciples.  This is followed by the conjunction of place, HOPOU, meaning “Where.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun SWMA, meaning “the body.”  Next we have the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”

“Then He said to them, ‘Where the body [is],”
 is the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there” and referring back to ‘where the body is’.  Then we have the adjunctive/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun AETOS, meaning “the eagles; the vultures.”  Finally, we have the third person plural future passive indicative of the verb EPISUNAGW, which means “to be gathered.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the vultures will receive the action of being gathered.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“there also the vultures will be gathered.’”
Lk 17:34 corrected translation
“And answering they said to Him, ‘Where, Lord?’  Then He said to them, ‘Where the body [is], there also the vultures will be gathered.’”
Mt 24:28, “Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.”
Explanation:
1.  “And answering they said to Him, ‘Where, Lord?’”

a.  In verses 34 and 35 Jesus has just mentioned twice that “one will be taken.”  This poses a problem for the disciples.  They don’t have any idea where this person is taken.  They don’t know if He is referring to the person being taken to heaven or to the compartment of Hades called Torments.


b.  Therefore, not knowing where this person is taken, they ask the question “Where, Lord?”  The use of the title for deity tells us several things.  At this moment the disciples recognize that no one but God could have the answer to this question.  They also recognize the Jesus is speaking about a judgment that only God could institute against people.  They recognize in Jesus’ words the full authority of the member of the Trinity who going to judge the world.


c.  The question “where?” is the equivalent of asking: “Is the person who is taken going to heaven or going to Hades?”  It is a legitimate question that any one of us would naturally ask.  The full version of the question would be: “Where are they being taken, Lord?”


d.  Many commentators assume that the disciples are asking Jesus where His second advent will take place.  Based upon all the information the Jews already had in their Scriptures (Daniel and Ezekiel) about the coming of the Messiah to judge the world, everyone knew that the Messiah was to come to Jerusalem.  So it makes absolutely no logical sense that the disciples would be asking about the location of the Messiah’s coming.  They clearly already knew the answer.  However, they had no idea where the ‘ones who were being taken’ were going after they were taken.  Were they being taken to heaven or hell?  That question the disciples obviously did not know the answer to.

2.  “Then He said to them, ‘Where the body [is],”

a.  Jesus answers their question with a proverbial statement, which answers the question indirectly.  Only those who have ears to hear will understand.


b.  Some translations translate the Greek word SWMA, which means “body” by the word “corpse” because Matthew uses ptōma, the Greek word meaning ‘corpse’.  Jesus is referring to the dead bodies of the unbeliever armies that made their final attack on Jerusalem, but were annihilated by the word of His mouth.  All the soldiers in all the armies of the kings of the north, west, east, and south were wiped out by a single command from the Lord Jesus Christ at His second advent.  This ended the Armageddon campaign, the last battle of human history against the Jews in which the Lord Jesus Christ stands victorious.  Zech 14:2-3, “For I will assemble all nations against Jerusalem for battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women raped, and half of the city will depart into slavery, but a remnant of the people will not be cut off from the city.  Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.”


c.  At the command of Jesus millions of enemy soldiers are all put to death.  The Jewish army in Jerusalem is saved and the battlefield is littered with corpses for almost two hundred miles around Jerusalem.  Rev 14:20, “Furthermore, the wine-press was trampled outside the city and blood flowed out from the winepress up to the bridles of horses for sixteen-hundred stadia [184 miles].”

3.  “there also the vultures will be gathered.’”

a.  The word “there” refers to the country of Israel, especially the various battlefields where the armies of Satan and the Antichrist are destroyed by our Lord.  These battlefields will be covered with dead bodies of the enemy soldiers.  The number of dead is in the millions.


b.  Rev 19:21, “And the rest [the beast and the false prophet] were thrown alive into the lake of fire.  But the rest [armies of the dictator of the revived Roman Empire] were slaughtered with the board sword, which came from the mouth of Him who sat upon the horse (Rev 19:11ff).  Then all the vultures were gorged by eating their corpses.”


c.  So the proverb cited by Jesus refers to the judgment against the unbelievers of this world at His second advent.  Their souls are taken and deposited in the compartment of Hades called Torments along with the rich man.  Their dead bodies are eaten by the millions of vultures and other carrion birds that God creates for Operation Clean Up.  Every unbeliever on earth will die at the second advent and their souls will be deposited in Hades.  This is true of all the soldiers fighting in the armies of the four kings as well as all the civilians who are going about their daily activities of sleeping, eating, drinking, grinding, etc.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It is difficult to tie Lk 17:37 into Luke’s argument.  Jesus has just said that His return will be visible to all, as lightning lights the whole sky.  Why, then, do the disciples ask ‘where’?  The question is appropriate.  When the Son of Man returns, He will return somewhere. [This commentator misses the point of the question; it is not about where Jesus returns, but about where the unbeliever goes.]  Even though the judgment will be visible to all, it would still be interesting to know exactly where it will be rendered [it is rendered in Jerusalem, where Jesus sets up His throne].  But the short question (where, Lord?) is unclear in itself.  What exactly are the disciples asking: where one will be judged or where one will be taken?  Jesus’ answer about vultures gathering makes it clear that they are concerned about the location of judgment [no, they are concerned about where the people are taken.  The commentator is reading into the passage what he wishes it to say].  For the unprepared, the day of the Son of Man will be a day of judgment.  Judgment will be visible, universal, and permanent.  Once separation occurs, there is no turning back. Vultures gather to feed off the dead bodies.  This point that once judgment is rendered it is final seems the most likely sense. In effect, Jesus is saying, do not worry about where the judgment will occur, for once it comes, it will be too late and all will see it. As such, the point is the judgment’s finality when it becomes visible.  The graphic and emotive image of vultures is a warning that the return will be a grim affair.  The return of the Son of Man saves some but permanently condemns others.  The return will mean ultimate judgment for those who are not prepared.  This is a classic day-of-the-Lord warning to the unprepared.”


b.  “The disciples questioned where these people would be taken.  It seems best to understand that Jesus was reaffirming that these people would be taken into judgment.”


c.  “The Son of Man’s coming would bring judgment as on Noah’s and Lot’s generations, leaving His enemies as food for vultures (Ezek 32:4–6; 39:17–20),”


d.  “Those who are not saved will be judged.  These verses talk about judgment, for the ones taken are taken away to judgment.  The answer Jesus gave, that they will be reduced to corpses around which vultures will gather, clearly speaks of judgment (and is further described in Rev 19:21).  Vultures are an omen of impending death, and death is, and always has been, judgmental.  The ‘one taken’ therefore cannot be taken in the rapture but will be taken in judgment.  The ‘Where Lord?’ refers to the ‘taken,’ for it would be unlikely that anyone would ask for information about the whereabouts of the person left behind.  The one that is left is a believer, converted during the tribulation, who will be left to enter the millennium.”
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