John 1:1
Luke 17:28



 is the adverb of comparison HOMOIWS, meaning “Likewise,” followed by the comparative conjunction KATWS, meaning “just as.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur, take place, come to pass.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the situation of normal living) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine plural article and noun HĒMERA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun LWT, meaning “in the days of Lot.”

“Likewise, just as it occurred in the days of Lot:”
 is the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verbs: ESTHIW, meaning “to eat;” PINW, meaning “to drink;” AGORAZW, meaning “to buy;” PWLEW, meaning “to sell;” PHUTEUW, meaning “to plant;” and OIKODOMEW, meaning “to build.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive/customary imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that people were producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building;”
Lk 17:28 corrected translation
“Likewise, just as it occurred in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building;”
Explanation:
1.  “Likewise, just as it occurred in the days of Lot:”

a.  Jesus adds another illustration to what the conditions on earth will be like prior to the beginning of the ‘days of the Lord’, that is, the beginning of the Tribulation (the last seven years of the end of the Age of Israel prior to the second advent of Christ).


b.  Just like the period of human history prior to the universal flood judgment, so the same situation existed in the days of Lot before the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire.  The days of Lot were filled with debauchery and sinfulness in the same manner that the world was full of evil continually prior to the universal flood.  The people on earth prior to the flood had gone past the point of no return in their sinfulness and evil.  The same was true of the people of the five cities of the Pentapolis that are now under the Dead Sea.

c.  The people of Sodom and Gomorrah never saw the judgment of fire coming upon them.  They paid no attention to God or the will of God.  They were preoccupied with their godless life, just like the people before the flood and the people prior to the resurrection of the Church.  Jesus’ point is that the spiritual condition of people throughout the world is always the same prior to some cataclysmic judgment—no one sees it coming.  Everyone is preoccupied with the living and pursuing the things of this world, which Jesus now illustrates.

2.  “they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building;”

a.  In the prior example prior to the flood, Jesus mentioned eating and drinking, which is another way of describing a very active and busy social life.  Now, instead of mentioning marrying and giving in marriage, the Lord mentions other activities that take up much of people’s time, thoughts, energy and effort.  People will be preoccupied with shopping.  Some people love shopping and will make any excuse to go buy something.  We all want our souvenirs, our toys, our playthings, our new this and our new that. 


b.  Along with buying our Lord mentions ‘selling’.  This involves the person who owns a business and has to sell their product.  They are naturally preoccupied with production, distribution, marketing, sales, inventory, and profit margins.  Selling things is a full time job that takes all of one’s attention away from the spiritual life.  It is normal, but highly distracting from the spiritual life.


c.  Next our Lord mentions planting.  This isn’t talking about gardening as a hobby, but the full time work of farming.  The amount of time and energy that goes into running a farm is enormous.  Preparing the land takes weeks.  Planting takes weeks.  Irrigating takes months.  Harvesting takes weeks.  Getting your product to market takes weeks.  And canning and distribution takes weeks.  It is a never-ending cycle of work.


d.  Finally, Jesus mentions building.  Someone is building something somewhere all the time.  There are office buildings going up constantly.  Housing developments and subdivisions seem to be never-ending.  Barns have to be built.  Stores have to be built.  Homes have to be built.  Schools have to be built.  Factories have to be built.  All these things and more are necessary to life, but they are also distracting from the worship of God and preoccupation with Christ.


e.  So prior to the resurrection of the Church and the beginning of the days of the Lord (the start of the Tribulation and the advent of the Antichrist) people will be eating, drinking, marrying, shopping, selling, farming and building as if nothing is ever going to change in the world.  But with the resurrection of the Church, suddenly everything on earth changes.  The Tribulation brings a series of judgments the world has never seen and these judgments turn life upside down on earth, just as life was turned upside down for the people on earth prior to the universal flood and for the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus refers to another OT figure, Lot.  Both passages use kathōs to state the comparison with the days of the OT figure, and they share references to eating and drinking, but 17:28 also refers to buying, selling, planting, and building, also in imperfect-tense verbs.  This portrayal of life’s activity matches Gen 19:15–23 cf. 2 Pet 2:6–7.  The reference to Sodom alludes to the activity of an immoral people, though this idea is not emphasized in Luke’s description (Dt 32:32–33; Isa 1:10; Jer 23:14; Lam 4:6; Ezek 16:46–52; Jude 7; Lk 10:12).  The basic picture is concentrated human activity that results in a lack of preparation for God’s concerns.”


b.  “In the same way the materialistic, indifferent people of Sodom were not prepared for God’s judgment (Gen 19).  They were living in sin, oblivious to God.  Therefore they were destroyed.”


c.  “God’s judgment breaks inescapably, surprisingly, abruptly into the mundane of life.  In spite of the proverbial wickedness of the people of Noah’s day and of Lot’s townspeople, such concerns do not at all seem to occupy center stage here.  Eating, drinking, marrying, and giving in marriage—these are the stuff of everyday life and are not inherently wicked.  To these are added commercial practices (verse 28), again not problematic in themselves.  Though not intrinsically evil, within their immediate co-text these practices are deemed as potential diversions.  And this perspective is fully consistent with the portrayal of such everyday activities as eating and drinking and marrying, as well as of possessions, elsewhere in the Third Gospel: not inherently bad, but potential distractions from the necessity of one’s fundamental orientation toward the purpose of God.  With these parallels from Israel’s past, Jesus warns his followers about the dangers of the period before the end.  This will be a time when life will be easily occupied with the everyday and the urgency of faith will easily be replaced with laxity.”


d.  “The reference to the similarity between the days of Noah and the days preceding the return of Christ does not draw attention to the state of sinfulness in Noah’s day, but rather the oblivion with which mankind rushed on to that imminent, impending judgment. Verse 28 indicates the pleasures of living; mankind will be absorbed in the simple pleasure of being alive, and in so doing will ignore the spiritual facts (is this not true today?).  Mankind in general has always been incredibly imperceptive; and it will be no different at the end of this age.  The illustrations Jesus used are of men and women at work.  There is nothing sinful in any of the occupations He used to illustrate His point; indeed, the two people will both be engrossed in the same activity, yet one will be taken in the rapture, and the other will be left to enter the Tribulation.”


e.  “Just as flood once overtook the world and fire devoured Sodom by surprise, despite the witness of Noah and Lot (2 Pet 2:5–8), so will it be when the Son of Man comes in judgment.  It will be too late to escape then; people must therefore beware of attachment to earthly things.  Only people who have given up living for themselves will escape.”


f.  “But on this occasion Jesus made no mention of the righteousness of Noah and Lot or the sinfulness of their cultures.  According to Jesus, people’s problem was their regular everyday activities.  It was not their sin, as great as it was, that damned them to destruction—it was their indifference.  They were so preoccupied with normal life that they rarely had a thought above the mundane.  That is the way it will be at the end—and that is the way it is today!  Jesus’ words describe many people’s priority today.  Better homes and cars, gardening, menus and feasts, friends, marriage, children are all good things.  But many give such high consideration to these things that they even wonder whether they have a soul!  They give no thought to their sin.  They are shallow, complacent, comfortable—and lost.”
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