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

 is the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verbs ESTHIW, which means “to eat: they were eating;” and PINW, which means “to drink: they were drinking;” and GAMEW, which means “to marry: they were marrying;” and the passive voice of GAMIZW, which means “to be given in marriage: they were being given in marriage.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that people in general kept on producing the action.  The passive voice indicates that some people received the action of being married.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“they were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in marriage,”
 is the preposition ACHRI plus the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS plus the noun HĒMERA, meaning “until which day,” which we can translate in the English idiom, “until the day.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Noah produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun NWE, meaning “Noah.”  Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun KIBWTOS, which means “into the boat.”

“until the day Noah entered into the boat,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the flood produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KATAKLUOMOS, which means “the flood; the deluge.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOLLUMI, which means “to ruin, destroy; kill, put to death.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the flood produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “everyone.”

“and the flood came and destroyed everyone.”
Lk 17:27 corrected translation
“they were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in marriage, until the day Noah entered into the boat, and the flood came and destroyed everyone.”
Explanation:
1.  “they were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in marriage,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “And just as it happened in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: they were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in marriage, until the day Noah entered into the boat, and the flood came and destroyed everyone.”

b.  The Lord describes four normal functions of living.  Eating and drinking are necessities in order to live, but that is not what is being described here.  The eating and drinking is a reference to preoccupation with dinner parties, social events, entertaining others and being entertained by others.  People were so preoccupied with their enjoyment of life, they had no thought of God or their impending judgment.


c.  Along with the perpetually distracting social life at the time, people were also preoccupied with getting married.  The phrase “were marrying” emphasizes the preoccupation of the men.  The phrase “being given in marriage” focuses on the preoccupation of the women.  People were preoccupied with finding and getting a mate.  Marriage became more important than relationship with God.  Just as it was a distraction prior to the universal flood, so the same distractions exist today.  People give more thought and more attention to their social life and married life than they do to their relationship with God.  They have no time for God.  They have no need to worship God.

2.  “until the day Noah entered into the boat,”

a.  It took Noah one hundred and twenty years to build the boat that would house the four families (Noah and his three sons) and all the pairs of animals.  During that entire time, people would come and ask Noah what he was building and why.  He would give his testimony and explain about the coming judgment.  They would laugh at him, call him a fool, and go about their business of social life and married life.


b.  All of that ended the day Noah was told by the Lord to enter into the boat.  On that day, the rain came and the flood waters under the surface of the earth rose.  It wasn’t the rain that flooded the earth, but the subterranean waters that came up from underground that flooded everything.  Once the rains began the social life ceased.  Marriage plans were postponed and then cancelled.  All the partying ended and people were desperately seeking high ground rather than each other.


c.  Gen 7:12-13, “Then the rain proceeded to come upon the earth forty days and forty nights.  On this same day Noah and Shem and Ham and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and the wife of Noah and the three wives of his sons with them went into the ark,”

3.  “and the flood came and destroyed everyone.”

a.  And so the universal flood came and killed everyone on earth, except the eight people in the ark/boat.


b.  The people who were destroyed included the half-angel, half-human creatures, called the Nephalim in Gen 6:4.  Gen 6:11-12, “Now the earth was corrupted in the estimation of God.  Furthermore, the earth was filled with ruthlessness.  Therefore, God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupted because all flesh had perverted their manner of life [moral character] on the earth.”


c.  Gen 6:17 “Now notice that I Myself am causing to bring the flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life from under the heavens; everything which is on the earth will perish.”


d.  “Gen 7:21-23, “Therefore all flesh which moves about upon the earth perished together with birds and with domesticated animals and with wild animals and with all the insects that swarm upon the earth, and all mankind.  All who had the breath of the spirit of life in their nostrils from all who were on the dry ground died.  Therefore He blotted out all existence which was on the surface of the ground, from mankind even to domesticated animals, even to creeping things, and even to birds of the heavens.  Therefore they were blotted out from the earth.  Therefore only Noah survived and those who were with him in the ark.”


e.  Isn’t it interesting that the Lord Jesus Christ, the creator of the universe believes in and talks about the flood as though it were a real historical event, and yet modern day geologists, scientists, and all manner of ‘modern thinkers’ reject the reality of the universal flood judgment?  To reject the judgment of the flood is tantamount to calling Jesus a liar in what He says here.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus makes the comparison clear.  What were the days of Noah like?  There was eating, drinking, marrying.  The imperfect tenses probably reflect the repetitive nature of these activities during this time.  Life and celebration were the order of the day.  The verbs may seem neutral, but anyone familiar with the flood story would know that they connote moral corruption (2 Pet 2:5).  People were unconcerned about God and unprepared for Him.  And then life ended.  Noah went into the boat, and the subsequent flood destroyed everyone left behind (Gen 7:7, 10, 21; 1 Pet 3:20).  The judgment came suddenly.  Mt 24:38–39 and Lk 17 both show that the end-time, like the day of the flood, will come upon people who are unprepared for the disaster.”


b.  “During the days of Noah, population growth was significant (Gen 6:1), lawlessness was on the increase (Gen 6:5), and the earth was given over to violence (Gen 6:11, 13).”


c.  “Jesus reminded His disciples that people in Noah’s day were not prepared for the Flood, and therefore they were completely destroyed. The same problem will exist when the kingdom comes—people will not be ready.”


d.  “The text is remarkable for the way it lists two series of verbs in staccato fashion, without conjunctions to interrupt their cadence that describe in rhythmic repetition the activities of everyday life that are suddenly interrupted by something quite exceptional and cataclysmic.  God’s judgment breaks inescapably, surprisingly, abruptly into the mundane of life.”


e.  “Jewish literature often used Noah’s generation as a typical image of evil.  None of the activities Jesus mentions here is evil; the crime of these people is simply that they ignore the most important issue.”


f.  “As Jesus spoke of the ‘days’ (plural) of the Son of Man, the ‘days’ of Noah are probably the one hundred and twenty years during which he preached to the men of his generation (Gen 6:3; 1 Pet 3:20; Heb 11:7), so the days of the Son of Man are the seven year tribulation period (Dan 9:26–27; Rev 6:1–19:21).  Mankind’s attitudes on the earth prior to this judgment will be the same as in Noah’s and Lot’s days in that nobody except the righteous few will expect it; the rest will go about their business and lives ignoring that the possibility of judgment even exists.”


g.  “On this occasion Jesus made no mention of the righteousness of Noah and Lot or the sinfulness of their cultures.  According to Jesus, people’s problem was their regular everyday activities.  It was not their sin, as great as it was, that damned them to destruction—it was their indifference.  They were so preoccupied with normal life that they rarely had a thought above the mundane.”
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