John 1:1
Luke 17:25




 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the ordinal adjective PRWTOS, meaning “first” in a series of events.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DEI, which means “one must; it is necessary.”  With this we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He” and referring to the Son of Man or the Lord Jesus Christ.  Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many things.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive of the verb PASCHW, which means “to suffer.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that produced the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, used after DEI to complete its meaning.

“However first He must suffer many things”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the aorist passive infinitive from the verb APODOKIMAZW, which means “to be rejected.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus will receive the action of being rejected.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Finally, we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of agency from the feminine singular article and noun GENEA with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “by this generation.”

“and be rejected by this generation.”
Lk 17:25 corrected translation
“However first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.”
Explanation:
1.  “However first He must suffer many things”

a.  The coming of the Son of Man to rule the world and overthrow Satan’s kingdom will happen with great speed and for all to see.  However, before that event occurs something else must take place first.  The word “first” indicates that God operates in a literal time sequence.  God honors time, which He has created.  God doesn’t go back to the future or do any kind of other time travel.  Events happen in chronological order in God’s timing.  The subject “He” refers back to the title ‘the Son of Man’, which emphasizes the human nature of Christ.


b.  The thing that must first happen here is declared to be the suffering of many things.  Jesus is predicting the events after His arrest, torture, and crucifixion.  The “many things” include:



(1)  Having to be betrayed by someone He had befriended for years.



(2)  Having to watch His disciples desert Him at His arrest.



(3)  Having to be questioned by Annas, the retired high priest and others who questioned the Lord’s honesty and integrity.



(4)  Having to be punched by the Roman soldiers.



(5)  Having to be skinned alive with a whip.



(6)  Having to be ridiculed, scorned, made fun of, and verbally abused.



(7)  Having to be publicly humiliated.



(8)  Having to be crucified.



(9)  Having to bear our sins and be judged as a substitute for us.



(10)  Having to be separated from God the Father.


c.  The Cross must come before the Crown.

2.  “and be rejected by this generation.”

a.  In addition to all the things that Jesus had to suffer before and during the Cross, He had to be rejected by His generation of Jews.


b.  The beginning of this rejection is stated in Jn 6:66, “As a result of this many of His disciples went backwards and were no longer walking with Him.”


c.  This rejection continued after Palm Sunday, when Jesus did not do anything to overthrow the Roman government as the people expected the Messiah to do.


d.  The final rejection came at His public trial, when the majority of the population screamed for His crucifixion, Mk 15:12-14, “Then answering again, Pilate said to them, ‘Then what shall I do with the King of the Jews?’  Then they shouted again, crucify Him.  However Pilate kept saying to them, ‘Why, what evil has He done?’  However they shouted even more, ‘Crucify Him!’”


e.  The words “this generation” refer to the Jews of the generation of our Lord’s first advent.  It includes all the Jews who were born about the same time that He was born and continues until the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.


f.  The coming of the Messiah to rule the world could not take place until all the events of the rejection of Messiah had been fulfilled with the first advent of the Messiah.  The generation of Jews alive at the second advent of Messiah will not reject Him.  He comes to deliver them from the ‘ultimate solution’ of the Antichrist.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Yet another factor will figure in the return: the necessity of the Son of Man’s suffering and rejection.  Luke again uses ‘it is necessary’ to stress the point that God designed events to proceed in this way.  This is the fifth passion prediction in Luke (Lk 9:22 [= Mt 16:21 = Mk 8:31]; Lk 9:44 [= Mt 17:22–23 = Mk 9:31]; Lk 18:32–33 [= Mt 20:18–19 = Mk 10:33–34]; implicit in Lk 12:50; 13:32–33) .  This is the second shortest of the six Lucan predictions, since it is limited to suffering and rejection (Lk 9:44 is the shortest, speaking only of the Son of Man being given over).  The two elements mentioned here match the first two of four elements in Lk 9:22 = Mk 8:31 = Mt 16:21, but this saying has no verbal matches with Lk 18:32–33.  By mentioning the rejection of this generation (cf. 7:31; 11:29–32, 50–51; 21:32), the people as a whole are viewed as responsible for Jesus’ suffering, not just the Jewish leadership as in 9:22.  Lk 17:25 is the only passion prediction given in an eschatological discourse.  Consummation cannot come until the Son of Man suffers.”


b.  “Jesus told the disciples He must suffer before the kingdom comes.”


c.  “As Luke will repeatedly demonstrate in Acts, struggle and opposition do not contradict or impede but seem actually to promote the progress of the gospel: ‘It is through many persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of God’ (Acts 14:22).”


d.  “This rejection of Christ will go on and on around the world until the end, as the two Old Testament illustrations from the days of Noah and Lot graphically depict.”
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