John 1:1
Luke 17:24
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 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the comparative conjunction HWSPER, which means “just as.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ASTRAPĒ, which means “the lightning.”  Next we have the nominative feminine singular present active participle of the verb ASTRAPTW, which means “to flash.”


The present tense is a descriptive/customary present, which describes what typically occurs.


The active voice indicates that the lightning produces the action.


The participle is temporal and translated “while” or “as it flashes.”

This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the feminine singular article and prepositional phrase HUPO plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “from under the sky.”  Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article plus the preposition HUPO plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular noun OURANOS, meaning “to under the sky.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LAMPW, which means “to shine.”


The present tense is a descriptive and customary present, which describes what normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that the lightning produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Because the two articles TES and TĒN are without nouns, most commentators suggest the possible ellipsis of a feminine word such as GĒ, “from the land under the sky to the land under the sky” or the word MERIDOS, meaning “from the part under the sky to the part under the sky.”  Another suggestion is that the articles both function as demonstrative pronouns, meaning “from that which is under the sky to that which is under the sky.”  What is clear is that each article governs its own separate prepositional phrase (a typical use of the article in Greek), indicating that each prepositional phrase belongs to its own separate verb (flash and shine).

“For just as the lightning, as it flashes from under the sky, shines to under the sky,”
 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “so; thus; in this manner.”  Then we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the Son of Man) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “the Son of Man.”  The final phrase in brackets is a scribal addition.  It is not found in p75, Codex B, D, the Latin translation or Egyptian version.

“so will the Son of Man be.”
Lk 17:24 corrected translation
“For just as the lightning, as it flashes from under the sky, shines to under the sky, so will the Son of Man be.”
Mt 24:27, “For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be.”

Explanation:
1.  “For just as the lightning, as it flashes from under the sky, shines to under the sky,”

a.  Jesus continues with an explanation to His disciples as to why they need not listen to the false prophets that will proclaim that He has already returned and is ‘here’ or ‘there’.  He illustrates His return by comparing it to the sudden appearance of lightning.


b.  Lightning happens suddenly, without warning, and everyone can see it and recognize it.  The Lord’s second advent will be similar in nature.  It will happen suddenly (“Behold, I come quickly”) and the whole world will see His coming.  There will be a supernatural darkness covering the earth and the only light that penetrates that darkness will be the light of the Lord Jesus Christ returning.  This is just one of the reasons He has the title, “The Light of the World.”


c.  Lightning flashes or shines from ‘under the sky’ to ‘under the sky’.  This describes perfectly how lightning is scene flashing from the bottom of a cloud to the earth.  Jesus is describing in human viewpoint what appears to us as lightning flashes—it seems to flash or shine from the bottom side of one part of the sky to the bottom side of another part of the sky.  Other passages in Scripture describe the Lord’s coming as lightning flashes from the east to the west.


d.  The earth will be covered in supernatural darkness on the last day of the Tribulation before the second advent of Christ.



(1)  Zech 14:6, “And it will come to pass in that day that there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle.  For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.”



(2)  Isa 5:30, “And He shall roar over it [Jerusalem] in that day [Second Advent] like the roaring of the sea.  If one looks toward the land [Israel], there is darkness, distress [among the invading armies], even the light is darkened by its clouds.”  This darkness protects the Jewish army from annihilation.



(3)  Isa 13:9‑10, “Behold, the day of the Lord is coming; cruel with fury and burning anger to make the land [Israel] a desolation.  And He will exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light.  The sun will be dark when it rises; the moon will not reflect its light.”  Before the Second Advent there will be no starlight, sunlight, or moonlight.



(4)  Isa 60:2, “Behold, darkness will cover the earth and a deep darkness the peoples [Gentiles armies invading Israel], but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear to you [Israel].”  The only light seen on that day is the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.   Jesus Christ is the light of the world, and He will be the only light seen by the entire world.



(5)  Joel 2:1-2, “Blow the trumpet of Zion and sound an alarm on My holy mountain; Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord is coming; surely it is near; a day of darkness and gloom; a day of clouds and thick darkness.  As the dawn is spread over the mountains so there is a great and mighty people [the invading armies]; there has never been anything like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations.”  Joel 2:10‑11, “Before them the earth quakes, the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.  The Lord utters His voice before His army; surely His camp is very great, for strong is he who carries out His word.  The day of the Lord is indeed great and very awesome, and who can endure it?”  The royal family and elect angels are behind Christ and accompanies Him through this supernatural darkness.



(6)  Zech 14:7, “For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord [God the Father], not day, not night; but it will come to pass at the time of the evening there will be light.”  There is supernatural darkness during the day and the light of the Second Advent will occur in the evening.  Jewish believers will wait patiently, knowing that the Lord will return within a matter of hours and that they will not be overrun by the invading armies.



(7)  Isa 30:26, “Then the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun; and the light of the sun will be seven times brighter than the light of the seven days [of the earth’s restoration, Gen 1:2ff].  On that day, the Lord will bind up the fracture of His people and He will heal the bruise of His blow [the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline to Israel].”



(8)  Isa 60:19-20, “No longer will you have the sun for light by day, nor for brightness will the moon give you reflected light.  But you will have the Lord for an eternal light and your God for your glory.  Your sun will set no more, neither will your moon wane; for you will have the Lord for an eternal light, and the days of your mourning will be finished.”



(9)  Ezek 32:7‑8.  Jesus Christ will cover the heavens with supernatural darkness.


(10)  Amos 5:18.  The day of the Lord is darkness.

2.  “so will the Son of Man be.”

a.  The Lord now completes the comparison.  The return or second advent of Jesus will be in the same manner as lightning flashing in the sky.  Notice that this portion of the kingdom is physical, on the earth, and is “of this world.”


b.  The title “Son of Man” refers to the person of our Lord and is the equivalent of Him saying, “My return will be in this manner.”
c.  Rev 1:7, “Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him.  So it is to be.  Amen.”

d.  Rev 22:20, “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming quickly.’  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.”

e.  So the Lord’s point to us is that no one will need to proclaim that the Lord is ‘here’ or the Lord is ‘there’, as though only a certain, special few know when and where the Lord will return at His revelation.  Every eye shall see in an instant that the Lord Jesus Christ has returned with His heavenly armies of angels, Old Testament saints, Tribulational martyrs and Bride.  The whole world will be sitting in supernatural darkness awaiting His return, which will happen like a flash of lightning across the sky.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The second coming will be sudden and universally visible.”


b.  “The basic reason that the disciples do not need to hunt for the Son of Man’s coming is that, when He comes, it will be obvious: it will be like lightning flashing across the sky.  The stress in Luke 17 falls on the visibility of the coming, not its suddenness or brightness.  Visibility is the point, given the contextual emphasis on not needing to go and find the day when it comes.  Lightning covers the sky and is seen by all.  The visibility of the Son of Man’s return is compared to lightning.  The start of the day of the Lord will be obvious to all.  The parallel Mt 24:27 speaks of the lightning going from east to west.”


c.  “When the kingdom would come everyone would know it.  It will not be a hidden kingdom.  It will be a kingdom that the whole world will know.  His appearing will be like the lightning.”


d.  “Jesus explained (verse 24) that the rapture, like the Kingdom of God, will not be confined to any geographic locality but will be as universal as the Kingdom of God.”
  Mills is wrong here; he confuses the Rapture of the Church with the Second Advent of Christ.  The two events are separated by the seven-year period of the Tribulation.

e.  “His great appearing will be cosmic—like a thousand 24,000-mile-long lightning bolts simultaneously ringing the earth.  All will see this—in the Middle East, across the steppes of Russia and into Siberia, in Asia, in China, in Australia, in Europe, in Africa, in the Americas, on all the world’s islands, at the North and South Poles.  No one will miss it!
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