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

 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PIPTW, which means “to fall: he fell.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the healed man produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular noun PROSWPON, which means “on the face,” which can be translated by the English idiom “on his face.”  Then we have the preposition PARA plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural article and noun POUS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “at His feet.”

“and he fell on his face at His feet,”
 is the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb EUCHARISTEW, which means “to thank; to give thanks.”


The present tense is a progressive present, which describes a continuing action at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the man kept on producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him” and referring to Jesus.

“giving thanks to Him.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “he,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: he was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past state of being without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the man produced the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.


Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular proper noun SAMARITĒS, which means “a Samaritan.”

“And he was a Samaritan.”
Lk 17:16 corrected translation
“and he fell on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him.  And he was a Samaritan.”
Explanation:
1.  “and he fell on his face at His feet,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Now one of them, after seeing he had been healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, and he fell on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him.  And he was a Samaritan.”

b.  The healed man could not have been terribly far from Jesus, when the group of lepers first shouted at Him, because the man has a short run to return to Jesus and fall at His feet.  The action of falling on his face at the feet of Jesus is the act of supreme submission.  He not only recognizes Jesus as divine by this act of worship, but is also declaring visually his belief in the kingship of Jesus, which is equivalent to declaring his belief that Jesus is the Messiah.  By his actions the man has shown his faith alone in Christ alone.


c.  The man did not have to verbally say, “I believe in You.”  He did so by his actions, his posture, laying on the ground, and his praise of God.  Notice that Jesus did not object to this worship, but received it, indicating that He recognized Himself to be God and worthy of all praise and worship as deity—something for which the Pharisees wished to kill Him, since they considered this to be blasphemy.

2.  “giving thanks to Him.”

a.  The healed man gives thanks to Jesus, which indicates that he attributes this healing to the work of Jesus.  The man is not thanking God the Father, though that was probably on his mind as he thanked Jesus, but directs the thanksgiving directly to the Person he regards as responsible for his healing.


b.  Again, the Lord does not tell him to direct his thanksgiving to the Father, but accepts the thanksgiving as belonging to Him.  And in Jesus’ mind what belongs to Him also belongs to the Father, just as what belongs to the Father also belongs to Him—“I and the Father are one.”


c.  All our thanksgiving belongs to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; for they are equal in their love, care, concern and actions on our behalf.  We direct our gratitude to the Father through the Son in the power of the Spirit.


d.  We should give thanks at all times to the Father for sending the Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  We should give thanks at all times to the Son for His willingness to bear our sins and be judged as a substitute for us.  And we should give thanks at all times to the Spirit for making these things a reality to us, so that we might believe and be saved.

3.  “And he was a Samaritan.”

a.  Luke finally drops the atomic bomb—this healed man who returned to give thanks to Jesus and worship Him as God was a Samaritan—the hated enemies of the Jews.  The other nine men were Jews, and none of them turned around and ran back to Jesus to give thanks to Him as this man had done.  They were rushing to Jerusalem to find a priest to declare them clean, so they could return to their families and society.  They had already forgotten about Who had given them this unbelievable gift.


b.  Luke includes this short story with this shocking conclusion to demonstrate to his Gentile audience that there is no racial prejudice in Christianity.  The Jewish hatred for the Samaritans was known throughout the Empire.  It could be compared with the present Islamic hatred for Israel.  So Luke is demonstrating that God places no racial or religious barriers in front of people coming to Him and receiving His salvation.  The gospel message is open and available to all.  There is no place for any kind of prejudice in Christianity.  Any so-called ‘Christian’ with any kind of prejudice toward others based upon their race, culture, religion, or any other factor has drifted of course from grace.


c.  Luke illustrates for his readers the Gentile response to Christianity and the Jewish lack of gratitude for Jesus and His ministry.  Luke is showing his readers an example of what was to come in the next forty years after the death of Jesus.  This small story illustrated the problem in Israel for the next forty years.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This statement colors the whole incident.  The one man who felt grateful enough to come back and thank Jesus for the blessing was a despised Samaritan.”


b.  “Several literary touches show the returning man not only praising God but also showing respect to Jesus and giving Him thanks for His role in the healing.  The man’s respect shows his awareness that God is working through Jesus, though how the man sees Jesus specifically is not made clear by the action, since His thanksgiving is directed to God.  That he approaches Jesus shows a contrast between the distance he had observed when asking Jesus to heal him and the closeness he has now after being healed.  This is a wonderful example of the literary use of space.  Another literary touch comes at the end of the verse when this man is identified as a Samaritan.  The assumption might well be that this leper was a Jew.  But the one who shows such spirituality is called a despised Samaritan (other exemplary Samaritans are described in Lk 10:25–37 and Acts 8:5–8).  Luke saves this detail for the end of the description, which draws attention to it.  Jesus will comment on this detail because it raises the issue of who is responding favorably to Him.  The answer is, ‘Not those we would have expected.’  It is not stated, but it may be implied that the other nine are Jewish.  Though Jesus will ask about the nine, He focuses attention on the appropriate response of this one foreigner, a key point regardless of the identity of the other beneficiaries.  How Jesus knows that this man is Samaritan is not made clear by the narrative.”
  A Samaritan could be identified by how they dressed, just as a Roman could be identified by how they dressed, and a Jew by how they dressed.

c.  “Luke’s account closes with one unusual man, who fell at Jesus’ feet to praise Him and give thanks.  It would have been logical for him to have followed the other men and gone to the temple, but he first came to the Lord Jesus with his sacrifice of praise (Ps 107:22; Heb 13:15).  This pleased the Lord more than all the sacrifices the other men offered, even though they were obeying the Law (Ps 51:15–17).”


d.  “Only one of the men—a foreigner, that is, a Samaritan—came back to thank Jesus.  This one understood the significance of what had been done for him.  He was praising God and he threw himself at Jesus’ feet, a posture of worship.”


e.  “What distinguishes the present account from earlier, analogous reports is how Luke has held back from the reader a crucial aspect of the identity of the one leper who returns to express his gratitude.  Only in verse 16b does Luke drop the bombshell—‘and he was a Samaritan’—on what had progressed as a rather routine, matter-of-fact account.  That this is indeed pivotal to Luke’s presentation is obvious from Jesus’ subsequent reference to this one leper as a ‘foreigner’ (verse 18).”


f.  “On their own terms Samaritans were quite pious, but Jewish people considered them irreligious, and religious Jews avoided intimate dealings with them.  This tension supplies most of the punch of the story.”


g.  “The fact that the Samaritan alone returned to thank Jesus signals the reality that Gentiles will be the chief beneficiaries of the first phase of the Kingdom of God.”
  The ‘first phase’ of the kingdom of God is the spiritual kingdom, which exists during the Church Age.

h.  “All showed faith and were cured, but only one stopped to praise God and to thank Jesus for His cure.  Jesus commented on the ungratefulness of the others (all presumably Jews) and confirmed that the Samaritan’s faith had made him well both in body and soul.”


i.  “At the very least, he recognized Jesus as an agent of God.  More likely, he realized that Jesus was king.  The Samaritans were well-acquainted with the messianic Scriptures, and this man saw Jesus in that light.  He returned to Jesus with a heart giving glory to God and thanks to Jesus.  He recognized God’s power in Christ.”
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