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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the third person plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they” and referring to the ten men.  Next we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AIRW, which means “to raise.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the ten men produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ, which is an idiom that means “to raise one’s voice.”  The ten men speak together as one voice, which is why the noun is in the singular.  It should be translated “their voice.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural present active participle if the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the ten men produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“and they raised their voice, saying,”
 is the vocative masculine singular from the proper noun IĒSOU, meaning “Jesus” plus the vocative masculine singular from the noun EPISTATĒS, meaning “Master.”  Then we have the second person singular aorist active imperative of the verb ELEEW, which means “to have compassion, mercy or pity on.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is asked to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “us.”

“‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’”
Lk 17:13 corrected translation
“and they raised their voice, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’”
Explanation:
1.  “and they raised their voice, saying,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “And as He was entering into a certain village, ten leprous men met [Him], who stood at a distance and they raised their voice, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’”

b.  The ten leprous men shouted at Jesus, because they kept their distance from Him and wanted to be heard.  They did not raise their voice in anger or bitterness, but to make a humble request of Him.

2.  “‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’”

a.  The first thing these men shout is the common name of Jesus, so that everyone will know that they are addressing Him and not some other person with a different name.  The name emphasizes the human nature of our Lord, but this was hardly their thinking at that moment.  They simply wanted to identify the correct person to whom they would address their request.


b.  Next they address Jesus as Master.  It is interesting that they used the Greek word EPISTATĒS instead of the more frequent title KURIOS, meaning “Lord.”  These men were not rejecting the ‘lordship’ of Jesus, but rather were emphasizing the respect they have for Jesus.  The same title has been used by Peter and the other apostles as seen in Lk 5:5; 8:24, 45; 9:33, 49. These men recognize and acknowledge that Jesus is master over disease and has the authority and ability to heal them.  They believe in Him and His ability to help them.


c.  Then comes the request.  The Greek verb means three synonymous things: have mercy on us; have compassion on us; and take pity on us.  Jesus did all three.  He took pity on them, had compassion for them and was merciful to them.  These men came to Jesus humbly seeking the expression of His love, kindness, mercy, compassion and pity, and He honored their request.


d.  There is a great principle of application here that we must all remember in time of crisis, need, helplessness, and disaster: our God is a God of compassion and mercy; we need only come to ask for help with a humble and grateful soul, trusting in His love for us.



(1)  Eph 2:4, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,…”



(2)  Heb 4:16, “Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”



(3)  2 John 1:3, “Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.”



(4)  Jude 2, “May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.”
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The lepers obviously have heard about Jesus’ ministry and desire His help.  They have a simple request and couch it in recognition of Jesus’ authority.  They address the master by name and ask for mercy. The NT use of EPISTATĒS is limited to Luke, who uses it in passages where the Synoptic parallels use didaskalos = teacher, rhabbi = rabbi, or kurios = Lord.  This is the only use of the title by non-disciples.  These lepers obviously knew about the name Jesus through His reported reputation.  The call for mercy is a request to someone of superior position to show compassion.  Such cries for mercy were frequent during Jesus’ ministry (Mt 9:27; 15:22; 17:15; 20:30–31 = Mk 10:47–48 = Lk 18:38–39; 16:24.  It is really an entreaty to be healed immediately.  The form of the verb [aorist imperative] reflects an urgent request.  In raising their voices, they get Jesus’ attention.  Will Jesus show such compassion after all the conflict and warning that has attended His ministry?”


b.  “They knew that Jesus was totally in command of even disease and death, and they trusted Him to help them.”


c.  “The title by which they name Jesus ‘Master’ suggests that much more is at stake here.  When used elsewhere in the Third Gospel, ‘Master’ denotes One who has authority consistent with miraculous power, and this is its meaning here.  In naming Him as master, these lepers place themselves in a position of subordination to Him in the hope of receiving from Him some form of benefaction.  This benefaction, they seem to believe, will have its source in God; in effect, they request from Jesus a merciful visitation from God.”


d.  “The lepers approach Jesus with humility, which was the proper Old Testament way to approach God or one of his representatives for prayer.”


e.  “The men addressed Jesus using the that emphasizes a man’s authority rather than his teaching.  This word is only used six times in the New Testament (all in Luke), and always in a context in which the supernatural plays a role.  These men, then, implored Jesus to use His special authority to heal them.”
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