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 is the consequential use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And so.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EPAINEW, which means “to praise.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the owner of the estate produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, used as a possessive pronoun, and noun KURIOS, meaning “his master.”  This is followed the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun OIKONOMOS with the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ADIKIA, meaning “the steward/manager of unrighteousness” or “the unrighteous manager.”

“And so his master praised the unrighteous manager”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the adverb of manner PHRONIMWS, meaning “shrewdly, wisely, sensibly or thoughtfully.”
  Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, make, manufacture, or produce; to act wisely.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the manager produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because he acted shrewdly;”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “for,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun HUIOS with the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN with the adjectival use of the demonstrative singular pronoun HOUTOS, which means “the sons of this age.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural comparative use of the adjective PHRONIMOS, which means “wiser; more shrewd; shrewder.”  Next we have the preposition HUPER plus the accusative of comparison
 from the masculine plural article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of identity (or descriptive genitive) from the neuter singular article and noun PHWS, meaning “than the sons of light.”  Coming at the end of the Greek sentence, but grammatically here in the English we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the static and gnomic state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the sons of this age produce the state of being shrewder.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“for the sons of this age are shrewder than the sons of light”
 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of relationship (or perhaps an accusative of comparison) from the feminine singular article and noun GENEA plus the article and possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “in relation to their own kind.”  As an accusative of comparison this could mean “in comparison to their own kind.”  And as an accusative of general reference this could mean “with respect to their own kind.”  The complete thought here is that “the sons of this age are shrewder to their own kind than the sons of light are shrewder to their own kind.”

“in relation to their own kind.”
Lk 16:8 corrected translation
“And so his master praised the unrighteous manager because he acted shrewdly; for the sons of this age are shrewder than the sons of light in relation to their own kind.”
Explanation:
1.  “And so his master praised the unrighteous manager”

a.  As a consequence of the unrighteous manager’s actions in his dealings with the debtors, the master of the estate becomes aware of what the manager has done.  We are not told how, when, or where the master of the estate came to know what the former financial manager did.  For all we know, the manager may have gone back to his master and explained his actions in hopes of getting his job back.  I think this is unlikely, since the Lord identifies him as “the unrighteous manager.”  It would seem that the thought of his unrighteousness is now so prominent in the mind of everyone that there is no trusting this man again.  One of the debtors could have told the master of the estate, or another of his servants may have happened upon the information.  But none of this matters.  In some manner the master becomes aware of what the manager has done and praises him.  The real problem in interpreting this passage is found in the praise of the master.


b.  Any commentator who even suggests that the master in this story represents God has lost his mind.  God does not praise unrighteousness or wrongdoing—ever, for any reason, at any time, under no circumstances.  If God were to praise any unrighteous activity even once, then Satan has his justification for his original sin and wins his appeal against God of his sentence to the lake of fire.  God cannot and will never justify sin by praising unrighteousness.


c.  The master in this story is an unbeliever.  The financial manager is an unbeliever.  The debtors who agree to the action of forging documents are all unbelievers.  The Lord is talking to His disciples (verse 1), but He is describing how the unbelievers of this world operate in comparison to the believers in this world.

2.  “because he acted shrewdly;”

a.  Jesus continues by giving the reason for the master’s praise of his unrighteous manager.  The master praises him because he acted shrewdly.  The Greek adverb PHRONIMWS comes from the adjective, which means to be “shrewd, wise, sensible or thoughtful.”


b.  This is like the head of a criminal gang praising one of his lower gang members for figuring out a better way to con people out of their money.  There is nothing honorable in the master’s praise of wrongdoing.  The master may be delighted that he got some portion of his loan back, but he still was wronged by what the steward did in squandering his money in the first place and then only recovering part of it in the second place.  The master was lucky he got anything back.


c.  In addition the master is perhaps sarcastically praising the manager for the means by which he ‘feathered his own nest’ in making all the debtors ‘in debt’ to him for what he did for them as his last act as the financial manager of the rich man’s estate.

3.  “for the sons of this age are shrewder than the sons of light”

a.  Jesus then explains the main point of this parable to his disciples.  Unbelievers operating in Satan’s cosmic system are shrewder, wiser, more sensible than believers.


b.  The “sons of light” refers to believers, Jn 12:36; 4:23-24.  The sons of this age refer to unbelievers.  “This age” refers to the people living at the time of the Incarnation of Christ, that is, during the first advent of Christ.


c.  So what’s the point?  Believers need to be very careful in their trust of unbelievers.  Believers should be very careful in their financial dealings with unbelievers, because they are at a disadvantage by putting their unconditional trust in others.  Believers can be easily outsmarted by unbelievers.  Believers can be easily conned by others.


d.  The disciples need to be very careful of the leaven of the scribes and Pharisees, Mk 8:15.  Believers need to be very careful of the false teaching of the trickery of men.



(1)  Rom 3:10-18, “Just as it stands written, ‘There is not a righteous person, not even anyone.’  There is not one who comprehends; there is not one who diligently searches for the God.  All [unbelievers] have turned aside [into unrighteousness].  At the same time they have become depraved.  There is not one who does what is right.  There is not as much as a single person.  Their vocal cords are a grave which has been opened.  They kept on deceiving [defrauding and using trickery] with their tongues.  The venom of Egyptian cobras is under their lips; whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness; their feet [are] quick to commit murder; destruction and misery are in their way of life.  In fact they have not acknowledged [given due recognition to] the way of peace.  There is no respect for God before their eyes.”



(2)  Eph 4:14, “in order that we might no longer be childish [immature], being tossed here and there by waves and carried here and there by every wind of teaching by the trickery of men, by the cunning for the purpose of deceitful scheming,”

4.  “in relation to their own kind.”

a.  Louw-Nida lexicon offers this translation idea: “the people of this world are much more shrewd in handling their affairs than the people who serve God.”


b.  The basic idea here is that the sons of this age are shrewder in relation to their own kind than sons of light are to their own kind.  In other words believers tend to be more trusting of fellow believers than unbelievers are trusting of unbelievers.  Jesus is warning his disciples to be very careful who they trust.  Why?  He is preparing them for the actions of Judas, who will betray Him in just a few weeks from now.  He is preparing them for the actions of the high priest and Sanhedrin and crowd of Jews that will call for His crucifixion.  He is preparing them for believers and unbelievers who will turn against them in the future.  Mk 13:9, “However, you watch out for yourselves; they will deliver you over to the courts, and in the synagogues you will be flogged, and you will be made to appear before governors and kings for My sake, for a testimony to them.”


c.  Paul gave a similar warnings:



(1)  Phil 3:18-19, “For many keep walking, concerning whom I have told you many times, and now I continue telling even with weeping,—the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose termination [of life] is destruction, whose god [is] his emotions; that is, whose fame [recognition, honor, prestige] [is] in the sphere of their shame [disgrace, dishonor], who keep thinking about earthly things.”



(2)  1 Tim 1:19-20, “Keep having and holding doctrine and a clear conscience, which doctrine certain ones, having rejected, have suffered shipwreck with regard to their doctrine.  Among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have delivered over to Satan, in order that they might be taught by discipline not to blaspheme.”



(3)  2 Tim 4:14-15, “Alexander, the metalworker, did many evil things to me; the Lord shall pay back to him according to his deeds.  With reference to whom [Alexander] also you look out for yourself, for he vehemently opposed our doctrines.”

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The lord does not absolve the steward from guilt and he was apparently dismissed from his service.  His shrewdness consisted in finding a place to go by his shrewdness.  He remained the steward of unrighteousness even though his shrewdness was commended.  Jesus cites this example of shrewdness because it illustrates the point.  ‘This is the moral of the whole parable.  Men of the world in their dealings with men like themselves are more prudent than the children of light in their intercourse with one another’ (Plummer).”


b.  “Lk 16:8a closes the parable, while 16:8b gives a necessary explanation revealing the story’s point.  Thus, in 16:8a the parabolic master commends his recently shrewd, but formerly unrighteous, steward, while 16:8b gives Jesus’ explanation of the point.  The reference to the ‘dishonest’ steward alludes back to the charges of verse 1.  What verse 8 commends is the steward’s acting ‘shrewdly’.  Irony or sarcasm in this verse is excluded by the use of ‘praise’.  Jesus then gives the rationale for the master’s reaction, pointing to the parable’s lesson.  Jesus is saying that the master’s remark is right because of the principle of 16:8b.  In the parable, a normally unrighteous man acts to his benefit.  He has been shrewd.  Jesus’ remark is that those of the world (‘the sons of this age’) give more foresight to their future, they are more shrewd in their dealings with people than are God’s children (‘the sons of light’).  The description of God’s children as children of light is common in Judaism and the church (Jn 12:36; Eph 5:8; 1 Thes 5:5).  In pointing to the children of this age, there is an inherent comparison with God’s children as the children of ‘the age to come.’  Jesus is saying that God’s children, who have a heavenly future, should be as diligent in assessing the long-term effect of their actions as those who do not know God are in protecting their earthly well-being.  Christians should apply themselves to honor and serve God in their actions as much as secular people apply themselves to obtain protection and prosperity from money and the world.  The point is not so much the means chosen to do this, though that is important, as it is the wisdom of having such a concern.  In making this remark, the parable shifts from story to application.  Additional applications follow.”


c.  “Jesus did not commend the steward for robbing his master or for encouraging others to be dishonest.  Jesus commended the man for his wise use of opportunity.  The children of this world are experts at seizing opportunities for making money and friends and getting ahead.  God’s people should be just as wise when it comes to managing the spiritual affairs of life.”


d.  “The dishonest manager had not done a good thing.  But he had been careful to plan ahead, using material things to insure a secure future.  Jesus was not teaching that His disciples should be dishonest.  He was teaching that they should use material things for future spiritual benefit.  Jesus set His disciples apart from the dishonest manager.  The dishonest manager was a person of ‘this world,’ seeking a way to make his life more comfortable.  The disciples, ‘the people of the light’, should act in a shrewd (wise, not dishonest) manner.”


e.  “The sons of this age are wiser; for they use their utmost ingenuity and put forth their utmost effort to make present opportunities count for the hour of future need.  The sons of light often do not do that.  The average professed Christian today uses the utmost ingenuity and puts forth his utmost effort to bring things to pass in business and other affairs of this brief present world.  But when it comes to matters that affect eternity he is content with the exercise of the least possible amount of ingenuity and with the putting forth of the smallest effort that will satisfy his conscience.”


f.  “The master does not commend his manager for his dishonesty, but for his prudence in business affairs.  With verse 8b, Jesus’ commentary on the parable begins.  ‘Children of this age’ understand how the world works and use it to their benefit; why do ‘children of light’ not understand the ways of the kingdom of God?”


g.  “The manager has gained public favor for himself and for the master as a generous benefactor.  If the master punishes the manager now, it would appear to the public that he were doing so because of the manager’s benevolent act.  The criminal manager could be jailed, but he wisely stakes everything on his master’s honor as a generous man.”


h.  “The irony of verse 8 is that the worldly are so wise ‘in their own generation’ (i.e., this temporal life), yet so dull in spiritual matters.”


i.  “The master did not approve of what his ex-employee had done, but he certainly admired his foresight and astuteness.  This was one smooth operator.  He was so quick, so artful, so utterly cool in looking out for Number One.  While the disciples were admiring the surprise turn in the story, Jesus turned it on them, perhaps with a smile himself (8b).  The dishonest manager had faced reality.  He refused to live with his head in the sand.  If he did not do something fast, he would be out on the street.  He used all his intelligence, wit, and energy to insure his earthly comfort.  In contrast, ‘the people of the light’ stand on the edge of eternity but lack the vision, foresight, and strength of will to do anything about it—especially in their relationships with others.  If only Christians would give as much attention to the things that concern eternity as they do to their worldly business.  If only we would be as spiritually shrewd as the corrupt manager was in temporal pursuits.”
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