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

 is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know: I know.”


The aorist tense is a dramatic aorist, which emphasizes what has just happened in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the fired manager produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what,” followed by the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: I shall do.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the fired manager will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive, which is used in questions that ask for a decision to determine a course of action.

“I know what I shall do,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose or result clause and can be translated “in order that” or “so that.”  This is followed by the temporal conjunction HOTAN, which means “when” plus the first person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb METHIOTĒMI, which means “to be removed; to be discharged.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety.


The passive voice indicates that the fired manager will receive the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses begun with temporal conjunctions such as HOTAN to indicate the indefinite time in the future, when the action is actually executed.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun OIKONOMIA, which means “from the management.”

“so that when I am removed from the management,”
 is the third person plural aorist deponent middle/passive subjunctive from the verb DECHOMAI, which means “to receive; to welcome.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (other people) producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses where the time element is indefinite and implies uncertainty as to realization.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me” and referring to the manager.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural article and noun OIKOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “into their homes.”

“they will welcome me into their homes.””
Lk 16:4 corrected translation
“I know what I shall do, so that when I am removed from the management, they will welcome me into their homes.””
Explanation:
1.  “I know what I shall do,”

a.  The fired manage considers his possibilities and finally comes up with a scheme that might change his master’s mind about firing him and save his job as financial manager of the estate.


b.  His plan is completely self-serving.  He doesn’t think or say, “I know what my master would want me to do.”  Nor does he think or say, “I know what the right thing to do is.”  He knows what he will do, and it is really all in his best interest, not the best interest of the master or the debtors.  And the very last thing on his mind is, “I know what God wants me to do.”

2.  “so that when I am removed from the management,”

a.  This statement tells us that the master of the estate has given the financial manager notice of his impending firing.  The owner has fired him, but given him his ‘two week’ notice to settle his personal affairs before leaving the owner’s employment.  It is obvious from this statement that the manager has not yet been finally removed from the management, but it is equally obvious by the word “when” that it is coming in the near future.


b.  The owner of the estate was gracious enough to allow the man to pay his personal debts and pay his bills before being dismissed from the family and the estate.  We normally think of a person giving ‘notice’ before they quit a job, but here we see the owner giving the fired employee ‘time’ before they are forced to leave.  It may have been that the evidence against the manager wasn’t absolutely conclusive, and that the owner couldn’t find him guilty, but also could no longer trust him.


c.  The point here is that the manager has time to try to do something to ‘save himself’ or vindicate himself before being removed from his position of responsibility.

3.  “they will welcome me into their homes.””

a.  The plurals ‘they’ and ‘their’ refer to other people in the community with whom this financial manager has had dealings.  His plan is to do something to ingratiate himself to the people he has dealings with in the past, so that when he finally loses his job, they will welcome him into their homes as a friend.


b.  This prevents him from having to do manual labor for a living or begging for a living.  Instead he will mooch off the gratitude of others.  He is going to do something for them now, that will pay dividends to him in hospitality far into the future.


c.  His plan is designed to keep him ‘off the streets’ and in the homes of those who ‘owe him’.  The former debtors of the estate owner are going to get ‘cut rate’ prices on their debts and in return, the scheming con man will be welcomed into their homes.  The financial manager isn’t doing this to benefit the debtors or his former employer, but to benefit himself.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “He wishes to put the debtors under obligation to himself.”


b.  “The steward devises a plan in light of his impending unemployment, designed to create a favorable response from those who owe money, so that when he is let go they will take him in.  The steward’s fate with the master is sealed, so he seeks to improve his status with others.  The third-person plural ‘they will receive’ looks ahead to the debtors mentioned in verse 5.  The steward hopes that they will take him into their care or employment.  The steward’s plan recognizes what his future entails, so he prepares himself for the difficulties of unemployment.  He acts in a way appropriate to a steward wrapping up his affairs.  He recognizes that his long-term interests lie outside his current home and job.”


c.  “The steward knew he would lose his job. He could not change the past, but he could prepare for the future.  How?  By making friends of his master’s creditors so that they would take him in when his master threw him out.”


d.  “Although the master has dismissed this manager, the master gives him some time to get the accounts together before he leaves.  The manager uses this time to procure favor for himself with others to whose houses he may join himself afterward; ancients were very conscious of favors they owed.  He uses the master’s authority even though he can no longer legally exercise it.”
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