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

 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that Abraham produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ABRAAM, transliterated as “Abraham.”  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: They have.”


The present tense is a static and aoristic present, which presents the action as an unchanging fact.


The active voice indicates that the five brothers produce the action of having something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun MWUSĒS, meaning “Moses” with the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “the Prophets.”

“However Abraham said, “They have Moses and the Prophets;”
 is the third person plural aorist active imperative of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the five brothers must produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command, which in the third person is translated by the auxiliary verb “must.”

Finally, we have the genitive direct object (verbs of hearing take their direct object in the genitive case) from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to Moses and the Prophets.

“they must hear them.””
Lk 16:29 corrected translation
“However Abraham said, “They have Moses and the Prophets; they must hear them.””
Explanation:
1.  “However Abraham said, “They have Moses and the Prophets;”

a.  Abraham gives a short and sweet reply to the suggestion or request by the rich man to send Lazarus to the home of his brothers to warn them about the dangers of torments after death.  Abraham’s answer is a complete contrast to the desire of the rich man and a complete rebuttal of his begging.  Abraham’s answer is not hateful or cruel, but is direct and to the point.  It is dogmatic and assertive.


b.  The brothers of the rich man have Moses and the Prophets, a technical phrase that describes the entire Old Testament Scriptures.  The brothers have the witness and testimony of the Jewish Scriptures, which are far more reliable, truthful, complete, and authoritative than anything Lazarus could possibly say to them.  They have a better witness in Moses and the Prophets than they could possibly have in Lazarus.  If the brothers don’t care to listen to and believe Moses and the Prophets, then how on earth (pardon the pun) will they listen to and believe Lazarus.


c.  The word of God is far more authoritative and accurate than anything Lazarus might tell them.  They don’t need a human witness come back from the dead, when they have the divine witness of the inspiration of Scriptures.  Who should the brothers listen to: Lazarus, or Moses, Samuel, David, Solomon, Isaiah, Elijah, Jeremiah and a host of others?


d.  You see, the problem is that the rich man already knows that his brothers are not and will not listen to the Old Testament witnesses, which is why he wanted something different and dramatic such as a man they know and recognize, who has come back from the dead to warn them.

2.  “they must hear them.””

a.  Abraham concludes his dogmatic and dramatic statement with a command.  The third person imperative mood in the Greek is correctly and properly translated “one must” do something.  (“The third person imperative is normally translated Let him do, etc.  This is easily confused in English with a permissive idea.  Its force is more akin to he must, however, or periphrastically, I command him to … Regardless of how it is translated, the expositor is responsible to observe and explain the underlying Greek form.”
)  This is not a suggestion.  It is a dogmatic statement of assertion.  The brothers of the rich man must do what all people alive on earth must do.  They must listen to what God says in His word and act upon it.  The word “them” refers to all God’s witnesses in the Old Testament from the first witness (Moses) to the last witness (Malachi).


b.  Hearing implies doing.  They have already heard the teaching of the Torah and the Prophets from the time they were children and rejected it.  They know what they must do.  They must be doers of the word of God and not hearers only.  Having heard the message of the gospel (for no one in Israel at the time was ignorant of the message of John the Baptist and the continued message of the gospel as presented by the Lord Jesus Christ), they must act upon it by having faith that Jesus is the Messiah.


c.  The message of the gospel has been clearly presented throughout human history by the first Jew (Abraham, who is now speaking) and all the Jewish prophets sent by God for the next 1500 years.  That message culminated in the messages of John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus Christ.  The rich man’s brothers are not without the message, which they have heard.  They are without the faith that the message demands.  It is time for them to act on the message.


d.  By virtue of this statement that Jesus puts in the mouth of Abraham, He is pointing this demand directly at the Pharisees and at Judas Iscariot, who our Lord kept on trying to evangelize right up to the moment, when He asked him, “Do you betray Me with a kiss?”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Abraham responds that a warning from one who has died is not necessary.  Since God had already spoken on the matter in the OT, Abraham tells the rich man that his brothers can hear (i.e., obey) the warning from Moses and the prophets.   If these brothers heard the Scriptures and responded, they would be in good shape.   Any message that someone from the dead could bring them would be no clearer than what they already had.  God is only impressed with a change of conviction that the Word is capable of generating in a receptive heart.  The spirit of the passage is summarized by Lk 11:28 (“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it).”


b.  “It was the rich man’s contention that if one came back from the dead then his brothers would listen.”
  We note that he was dead wrong (sorry another pun).

c.  “Lazarus is not permitted to return, nor are the wealthy man’s brothers granted any warning from beyond the grave of the fate awaiting them.  Abraham thus refuses to grant an apocalyptic revelation of the fate of the dead, insisting that the witness of Moses and the prophets should suffice.”


d.  “Consider the facts we are given about the rich man:

i)
He is fully conscious, indeed probably more so than in his life.

ii)
He is suffering physical pain. I remember the torment of a friend who had a leg amputated when that amputated leg started to itch and he had nowhere to scratch. This is a frightening reality, enough to drive one insane.

iii)
He is all too aware of what he has missed.

iv)
He recognizes the source of mercy but cannot reach it; yet to add to his torment, he can communicate with it and confirm his inability to reach it.

v)
Lazarus on earth was comforted by dogs, but the rich man in Hades has absolutely no being to comfort him.

vi)
The rich man is unaware of any company in Hades; he only sees those in Paradise.

vii)
The rich man has a heightened spiritual perceptivity and a new evangelistic zeal, but he cannot even derive any satisfaction from that, for even that wish torments him with his inability to do anything but suffer pain.

viii)
He is reminded of Moses and the prophets whose teachings he knew and despised (like his brothers), in consequence of which he is now in Hades.

ix)
He is utterly incapacitated.

x)
Mentally, spiritually and physically he is more perceptive than ever in his life, yet all this enhanced awareness combines to torment him in his utter inability to do anything but suffer.

xi)
There is fire in Hades and it burns fearsomely.”


e.  “The teaching they possessed in the OT should be enough.”


f.  “The patriarch said that those still alive on earth had the Word of God, and that is all they needed!  If they would pay attention to that, as we noted earlier, they would heed the Scriptures’ great teaching regarding mercy, would see they were to love their neighbors as themselves, would see they were sinful and impotent, and would turn to God for mercy.  In light of Christ’s ministry, if they read Moses and the Prophets they would begin to glimpse the need for a Messiah upon whom they could cast their souls.  If the rich man’s five brothers would give attention to God’s Word, they would need nothing else.”


g.  “To hear effectively is to believe.  This is exactly what the rich man had not done; his heartless selfishness, his whole fleshly life were evidence of that fact.  It was because the rich man refused to hear Moses and the prophets that he was now in hell; the same end awaited the Pharisees who now listened to Jesus unless they heeded the warnings addressed to them.”
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