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

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the first person singular present active indicative of the verb ECHW, which means “to have: I have.”


The present tense is an aoristic/static present, describing an unchanging fact.


The active voice indicates that the rich man produces the action of having something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural cardinal adjective PENTE with the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “five brothers.”

“for I have five brothers,”
 is the conjunction of purpose HOPWS, meaning “in order that.”  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive subjunctive from the verb DIAMARTUROMAI, which means “(1) to make a solemn declaration about the truth of something: to testify of, bear witness to Acts 10:42; 18:5; 20:21, 23-24; 28:23; 23:11; 8:25; 1 Thes 4:6; Heb 2:6.  (2) to exhort with authority in matters of extraordinary importance, frequently with reference to higher powers and/or suggestion of peril: solemnly urge, exhort, warn Lk 16:28; 1 Tim 5:21; 2 Tim 2:14; Acts 2:40.”


The present tense is a tendential present, which describes an action that is intended, but not yet taking place.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Lazarus) producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with an element of contingency or possibility, which is brought out in the translation by use of the auxiliary verb “might.”

Next we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the five brothers.

“in order that he might warn them,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which is used here to introduce a result clause, meaning “so that.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they” and referring to the five brothers.  Next we have the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the five brothers might not produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose/result with an element of contingency brought out in translation by use of the auxiliary verb “might.”

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun TOPOS with the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as an adjective, meaning “to this place.”  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun BASANOS, meaning “of torment.”

“so that they might not also come to this place of torment.””
Lk 16:28 corrected translation
“for I have five brothers, in order that he might warn them, so that they might not also come to this place of torment.””
Explanation:
1.  “for I have five brothers,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the thought begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence and thought now read: “Then he said, ‘Therefore I beg you, father, that you might send him to the house of my father—for I have five brothers, in order that he might warn them, so that they might not also come to this place of torment.’”


b.  The story continues with the rich man’s explanation of why he wants Abraham to send Lazarus to the house of his father.  The rich man has five brothers.  The implication is that the five brothers still live at home with the father (assuming he is also still alive).


c.  Now that the rich man has found his eternal destiny in the flames of Torments to be followed by the Lake of Fire (Rev 20) after the Last Judgment, he thinks about his brothers.  We don’t know if his father and mother are still alive or not.  It doesn’t matter.  If they are not alive, then their fate has also already been sealed.  If they are alive, the five brothers will convey the message to them.  The same is true with other friends, relatives, neighbors, etc.

2.  “in order that he might warn them,”

a.  The purpose for sending Lazarus is then stated.  The rich man wants Lazarus to warn his five brothers.  The warning will be that there is a place in the underworld in which there is fire and perpetual torment with no possibility of escape.  The warning will include the fact that their brother is there and desperately doesn’t want them to end up there.


b.  The fact that Lazarus should go is because they will recognize Lazarus as the poor, crippled beggar at their front gate who recently died.  They will recognize him and therefore accept the validity of the warning.


c.  There is not a single person now in Torments that does not have this same wish for the living.  And yet, there is not a single person coming back from the dead to deliver this warning with three exceptions: the Lord Jesus Christ and the two witnesses of the Tribulation mentioned in the book of Revelation.

3.  “so that they might not also come to this place of torment.””

a.  The result of the warning is added.  The rich man hopes that the result of being warned will be that his brothers might not also come to this place of torment.  For a second time this location in Hades is described as a place of torment.  As we have seen previously, the torment is from flame, which means heat, which connotes burning and yet not being consumed (like the burning bush that Moses saw).


b.  The subjunctive mood in the verb is very important here because it connotes possibility, probability, or contingency.  The five brothers don’t have to end up in Torments.  They have the free will to make the right decision to believe in the God of Israel and the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  They can avoid Torments by believing in Him, by believing that He and He alone will save them from this unalterable destiny.  The subjunctive mood tells the Pharisees and us that we, the living, have a choice to make that can save us from this place of torments.  The choice is to believe or not to believe, that is the question—a far more important question than Hamlet ever asked.


c.  God doesn’t want you to go to that place of torment.  He sent His Son to warn us, which Jesus does through the telling of this story.  If you go there, it is because you don’t believe this story or its warning.  Making that mistake is too high a price to pay for all eternity.  Make the right decision—believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Rich Man labors under the delusion that his five brothers will believe the testimony of Lazarus as a man from the dead.”


b.  “The rich man explains his concern for his five brothers, who apparently share the same philosophy of life that he had on earth.  These brothers need to be warned, for if they continue with their lifestyle they also will end up in torment.  The rich man believes that only a warning from someone who has died and now knows better can save them.  The warning would obviously call them to repent and be more generous, lest they share their brother’s fate.  Their heritage and wealth are no guarantee of eternal blessing.  The rich man wishes to spare them eternal pain through the testimony of a sign from the netherworld.”


c.  “In the rich man’s lifetime, God had spoken to him in many ways.  God had permitted him to have riches, yet he did not repent.  Lazarus had witnessed to the rich man, and so had the Old Testament Scriptures that were familiar to the Jews, but his heart remained unbelieving.  The fact that Lazarus died first was a strong witness to the rich man, a reminder that one day he would also die, but even a death at his very doorstep did not melt the man’s heart.  In spite of the fact that he was in torment in hades, the rich man did not change; he was still self-centered.  He prayed, but it was for his comfort and the safety of his family.  He was not concerned about other lost sinners; his only concern was his five brothers.  He argued with God instead of submitting to His will.  This indicates that the punishment of lost sinners is not remedial; it does not improve them.  Hades and hell are not hospitals for the sick; they are prisons for the condemned.”


d.  “Jesus’ story is remarkable for its narration of the refusal to allow for such a return.  Lazarus is not permitted to return, nor are the wealthy man’s brothers granted any warning from beyond the grave of the fate awaiting them.”


e.  “The rich man is not necessarily showing the saving grace of compassion; he failed to show it to Lazarus, and it is now too late to show it, even to wealthy brothers.”


f,  “The simplest explanation of the request is that it prepares the way for the moral of the story—the duty of making use of existing opportunities.”


g.  Lenski has a very fanciful interpretation of this verse, which is hardly correct, since it is more conjecture than anything that can be proven from the text.  However, I include it so you can see how wishful interpretation can enter into a commentator’s mind and produce something completely unsupported by the literal meaning of the text.  “The rich man seems to have great concern for his five brothers since he wants them to go to heaven and not to hell.  They evidently lived much as he had lived during his earthly life.  But this man fails to see even in hell that his unbelief brought him to hell. He does not repent of that unbelief.  He invents a new means of grace for his brothers, one that God should have applied also in his case but did not apply.  His plea for his brothers is a covert accusation of God who could have prevented his arriving in hell by a simple means but failed to use that means.  If the rich man had been warned as he now proposed to have his brothers warned he would not be in this place of torment.  Yes, he is more concerned about his brothers than God is, knows better than God how to save them, and blames God for his terrible fate.”
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