John 1:1
Luke 16:18



 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “Everyone” plus the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb APOLUW, which means “to divorce.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, translated “who.”


The present tense is a descriptive and tendential present for what is now occurring and what tends to occur.


The active voice indicates that certain people produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun GUNĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his wife.”

“Everyone who divorces his wife”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb GAMEW, which means “to marry.”  The morphology is the same as the previous participle.  Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective HETEROS, meaning “another.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MOICHEUW, which means “to commit adultery.”


The present tense is an aoristic and gnomic present, which describes an absolute fact as a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that everyone who divorces his wife and marries another produces the action of committing adultery.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“and marries another commits adultery;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular present active participle of the verb GAMEW, which means “to marry.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what now occurs.


The active voice indicates the man who divorces his wife produces the action of marrying another woman.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the feminine singular perfect passive participle of the verb APOLUW, which means “to be divorced.”


The perfect tense is consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action and is translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “having.”


The passive voice indicates that a woman has received the action of being divorced.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the masculine singular noun ANĒR, meaning “from a husband.”  

Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MOICHEUW, which means “to commit adultery.”


The present tense is an aoristic and gnomic present, which describes an absolute fact as a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that the man, who divorces his wife and marries another woman produces the action of committing adultery.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

We have to add the phrase “[a woman]” to clarify the subject of the feminine participle ‘having been divorced’.

“and the one who marries [a woman] having been divorced from a husband commits adultery.”
Lk 16:18 corrected translation
“Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and the one who marries [a woman] having been divorced from a husband commits adultery.”
Explanation:
1.  “Everyone who divorces his wife”

a.  Jesus proceeds to illustrate the abuse of Scriptures by the Pharisees in their practice of condoning divorce.  Two very important passages define the biblical basis for marriage and what God thinks of divorce.



(1)  Mal 2:16, “For I hate divorce, says the Lord the God of Israel.”



(2)  Mt 19:3-9, “Some Pharisees came to Jesus, testing Him and asking, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason at all?’  And He answered and said, ‘Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh”?  So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.’  They said to Him, ‘Why then did Moses command to give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?’  He said to them, ‘Because of your hardness of heart Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way.  And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”


b.  Jesus makes the standard inclusive by use of the subject “everyone.”  No one is excepted.  This applies to all peoples in every generation regardless of race, color, creed, etc.  This is God’s standard for the human race, not just for Israel.  Notice the exception to this rule stated by Jesus in Mt 19:9, “except for adultery.”  There are two other exceptions not stated here (1) the death of a spouse, and (2) the desertion by a spouse, 1 Cor 78:15.


c.  The underlying assumption here is that divorce will and does take place.  Jesus deals with the reality that some people just can’t get along with each other.  They either marry for the wrong reasons in the first place (to get away from home; to satisfy their lust; for monetary reasons, etc.), or had no idea their partner was going to turn out the way they have (a criminal, a drug addict, an adulterer, a chronic liar, mentally ill, etc.)  But the right of remarriage does not belong to an innocent victim in an assault case, attempted murder case, a sexual molestation case, drug abuse, etc.  The innocent party has no right of remarriage unless their former spouse dies or remarries.  The silence of Scripture on legitimate reasons for divorce does not give the right of remarriage unless the guilty party remarries or dies.

2.  “and marries another commits adultery,”

a.  The underlying motive here is lust or desire for another person.  The man is married and has grown bored with his wife.  He becomes attracted to another woman, and so divorces his first wife in order to marry the other woman.  He commits the sin of adultery by so doing.  This practice was condoned by the Pharisees, which is why Jesus is addressing the issue.  If this wasn’t a prevalent practice in Judaism at the time, then there is no point in Jesus addressing this wrong.  And Herod had done this divorce gimmick nine nor ten times.


b.  Adultery is unlawful sexual intercourse with another person who is not your spouse.  This sin can be committed by both men and women.  Unmarried people having sex commit the sin of fornication.  If an unmarried man is having sex with a married woman, then he is committing the sin of fornication and she is committing the sin of adultery.  The reverse is also true.  God doesn’t condone the sins of fornication or adultery. Sex is designed by God for people married to each other and no one else.  It was His personal wedding gift to the man and woman in the Garden of Eden.


c.  In the situation being described by Jesus it does not matter how much the man or woman love each other.  There is no excuse for divorce, fornication, or adultery in this situation.  Love doesn’t justify sin.

3.  “and the one who marries [a woman] having been divorced from a husband commits adultery.”

a.  Jesus then adds an addition standard that applies to men who have not been married before.  The man who marries a divorced woman also commits adultery.  The assumption here is that the divorced woman does not have the right of remarriage.  If a man who has never been married marries a divorced woman, who does not have the right of remarriage, then he commits adultery.  So Jesus is teaching that a man does not have the right to divorce his wife and marry another (the divorce gimmick) and he doesn’t have the right to marry a woman who has divorced her husband so she can marry him.  “Lk 16:18, like Matthew, mentions nothing about a woman obtaining a divorce.  The man is the agent in both Matthew and Luke.”


b.  The woman who has been divorced from her former husband wants decides to marry another man who has never been married.  They both commit the sin of adultery.  In this case the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.  Some divorced people have the right of remarriage, others do not.  If the person divorces their first spouse in order to marry another, then they do not have the right of remarriage.  If the person is the innocent object of this divorce gimmick, then they do have the right of remarriage.   “The one who marries” is a single man.  “The one having been divorced” is a participle in the feminine gender, which obviously refers to the divorced woman.  If she divorced her former husband, she commits adultery if she remarries, because she really wanted out of the first marriage for another man or because she marries someone who divorced their wife to marry her. (She is doing the same thing her first husband is doing—the divorce gimmick.)

c.  What we have here is a case where the woman in the marriage may be equally guilty of wanting to get out of the marriage so she can marry another person.  She is just as guilty of adultery if she does so.  She is happy to see her first husband leave, because she can’t wait to be married to another.  So she is just as guilty as he is, whether she asks for the divorce first or makes life hell on earth for him so he will leave first.  She didn’t want to stay married and got her freedom just for the purpose of marrying another.  She has committed adultery as well.


d.  So how do we know that Jesus isn’t just saying that the woman who has been divorced from a husband still doesn’t have the right of remarriage?  We know for two reasons: (1) logical justice; and (2) the further teaching of the New Testament.



(1)  Logically, if the wife in the first marriage has done nothing wrong, and doesn’t want the divorce, but continues to love her husband and he divorces her for another, she is guiltless.  God doesn’t punish the guiltless.  God is just to those who have been unjustly treated.  She should have the right of remarriage, just as if her former husband has died.



(2)  The case of desertion is described by Paul in 1 Cor 7:15, “But if the unbeliever divorces [and he will], let him be divorced.  The male believer or the female believer is not bound [by the marriage contract] under such circumstances.  But God has called you in the sphere of harmony.”


e.  The guilty party never has the right of remarriage.  When they do remarry, they have created an adulterous marriage.  The innocent party has the right of remarriage in an adultery case, desertion case, or divorce gimmick case [where a person divorces solely for the purpose of marrying another, which Herod did 9-10 times].  In Lk 16:18, our Lord is simply defining an adulterous marriage.  Some preachers say this teaches that there is no right of divorce or remarriage.  But that is definitely not what the passage is teaching.  This passage is defining an adulterous marriage.  Our Lord does not qualify the meaning by using the phrase ‘except for adultery,’ because He is dealing with a different category within the subject of divorce.  He is talking about the prohibition of adulterous marriages.  He is not saying that divorce is prohibited.  Adulterous marriages are not recognized by God even though they may be recognized by the state.  The persons involved are living in adultery.  Legalism says the Bible authorizes no kind of divorce, which is untrue.  Self-righteous, legalistic, arrogant people always want the guilty party to suffer in the dirt, but this doesn’t mean that the innocent party has to suffer along with them.  The innocent party has the right of remarriage.  If both are in the Herod syndrome, then neither has the right of remarriage.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus’ remark on divorce represents an example of His authoritative teaching.  Jesus lays out the standard that if you make a vow to marry and be faithful to your spouse before God, then breaking that vow and entering into another marital union can be called adultery because the original vow was not kept.  Divorce is a violation of a three-way covenant between God, the husband, and the wife.  If you are faithful, you will keep your vows and not get into this situation.  The essence of righteousness is integrity; the essence of sin is violating one’s promises made to God.  Living in the kingdom means keeping one’s commitments to God and others.  The rabbinic schools of Hillel and Shammai had a well-known debate about the proper grounds for divorce.  Shammai held that immorality was the only allowable ground for divorce, while Hillel allowed divorce for a variety of reasons, including something as trivial as meal preparation.  Jesus could have cited Dt 24:1–4, as he does in other passages.  Instead He notes the condition of those who divorce and remarry: they are committing adultery, an offense punishable by death under Mosaic law (Ex 20:14; Lev 20:10; Dt 5:18; 22:22).  Jesus’ remark is strong in a culture that had a variety of views on divorce.  Jesus’ words are put in absolute terms: divorce leads to adultery because the presupposition is that a person seeks a divorce in order to remarry, in which case the remarriage itself represents an act of unfaithfulness to the original vows.  Jesus’ statement covers both possibilities: the one who divorces and remarries commits adultery, and the one who remarries a divorced person commits adultery, regardless of whether this third person was divorced.  Nonetheless, the unqualified form of this statement leads many to regard divorce for any reason as prohibited by Scripture.  Jesus sets forth, however, only the basic principle here, not every possible scenario.  In Mk 10:11–12, which is similarly unqualified, both the man and the woman are mentioned as divorcing their spouses, and it is their remarrying that causes adultery.  Mt 5:32 mentions that divorcing a woman on unbiblical grounds makes her commit adultery.  Mt 5:32 and 19:9 further complicate the issue by noting an exception called porneia, which is as a broad reference to any kind of sexual immorality.  Luke’s presentation of Jesus’ teaching on divorce is not as full as Matthew’s because he is using this teaching as an illustration of Jesus’ authority; it is a presentation of the basic principle, not the full teaching.   Matthew, however, addresses Jesus’ teaching in detail and seems to allow divorce on the grounds of sexual unfaithfulness, though the ideal, as passages such as 1 Cor 7:10–11 show, is that the marriage should be maintained if at all possible.  The implication of Matthew’s teaching seems to be that, if divorce is given because of unfaithfulness, the partner who was not unfaithful has the right to remarry.  Jesus’ point here is that marriage is permanent, since it involves a vow. One should not try to figure out how to get out of marriage.”


b.  “Why did Jesus talk about divorce and remarriage when His basic discussion was about covetousness?  The scribes and Pharisees were divided on this question, and perhaps they wanted to provoke Jesus into an argument, but He thwarted their plans.”
  This is wishful interpretation.  The commentator is imagining what is happening with no basis in the text.

c.  “Jesus spoke of divorce as an example.  To divorce and remarry constituted adultery.  (Jesus gave one exception to this in Mt 5:32; 19:1–12.)  Some Pharisees took a loose view of divorce.  It was acknowledged that a man should not commit adultery.  But if a man wanted another woman, many of the Pharisees condoned divorcing his present wife for no good reason and marrying the desired woman.  In this way they thought adultery did not take place.  However, as Jesus pointed out, this was a perfect example of justifying themselves in the eyes of men but not being justified before God (Lk 16:15).  The religious leaders were not actually living according to the Law.”


d.  “Jewish law permitted men the right of divorce for almost any reason, although many rabbis disapproved of divorcing on slight grounds.  Jesus’ statement, however, declares that divorce is invalid in God’s sight, so that a subsequent marriage is adulterous.  Here Jesus articulates a stronger view of the marriage bond than anyone else we know of in antiquity, and his statement thus intensifies the law of Moses. Like most other statements of general principle in the ancient world this one does not exclude exceptions (for the innocent party who had no say in the matter); Jesus’ purpose is to protect an innocent party from being divorced, not to punish the party who has been so betrayed.  His statement addresses especially the wife because in Jewish Palestine (in contrast to Roman custom) only the husband had full rights to divorce.”


e.  “Because divorce has become so commonplace and is such a problem in society, let us consider Jesus’ teaching carefully. He made the following points:



(a)  He commanded that no man is to divide a married couple (Mt 19:6; Mk 10:9). The Greek text uses the imperative voice so this is a clear command.



(b)  He based His teaching on the Creator’s intent in creation, thereby invoking the Creator’s right to tell His creation how He wants it to live.



(c)  Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery (Mt 5:32; 19:9; Mk 10:11; Lk 16:18).



(d)  Whoever marries a divorcee commits adultery (Mt 5:32; 19:9; Lk 16:18).



(e)  This applies to women and men with equal force (Mk 10:12).



(f)  There is one exception: a man may divorce his wife if she has committed fornication (Mt 5:32; 19:9).

The two points unique to one Gospel need comment: Mark was addressed to the Gentile church in Rome, and under Roman law a woman could divorce her husband, so this facet of Jesus’ teaching was pertinent to its initial addressees.  This was not important in Matthew which was initially addressed to Jews, for the Mosaic Law made no provision for a woman to divorce her husband.”
  This commentator doesn’t address Paul’s exception of desertion, because he is only dealing with what Jesus said.


f.  “The Jews thought of adultery as a sin by a woman against her husband or by one man against another; Jesus taught that a man may commit adultery against a woman and so sin against her.”


g.  “Jesus brings in this other flagrant sin of the Pharisees and exhibits likewise how they manipulate the word of God in order to permit its open violation, their most famous teachers showing them the way.  Jesus rips away their defenses and drives hard at their conscience.”
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