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

 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if (and you have; or and it’s true).”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the masculine singular article and adjective ADIKOS with the noun MAMWNAS, meaning “with unrighteous wealth.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective PISTOS, meaning “faithful.”  Next we have the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person plural aorist deponent indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; to be.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the believer) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Therefore, if you have not been faithful with unrighteous wealth,”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective ALĒTHINOS, which means “the true [wealth].”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “Who?”  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to believers.  Finally, we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to entrust.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite ‘who’ will produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information. 

“who will entrust the true [wealth] to you?”
Lk 16:11 corrected translation
“Therefore, if you have not been faithful with unrighteous wealth, who will entrust the true [wealth] to you?”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, if you have not been faithful with unrighteous wealth,”

a.  The Lord continues with a logical conclusion based upon what He has just said.  This logical conclusion is a second principle of application that comes out of the parable of the unrighteous steward.  The principle is given in the form of a first class conditional sentence, which states a possibility that is assumed to be true for the sake of argument, that is, to make a point.  This is not saying that the disciples were actually dishonest with their use of money, although one of them (Judas) certainly was.  But rather it assumes that this is the case in order to state the principle based upon this assumption.


b.  The phrase ‘unrighteous wealth’ is a circular way of saying ‘money’.  Therefore, the premise is that a person has been unfaithful in the use of the money that God has given them to work with.  For example, they are greedy rather than generous to others in need.  Or they use their money to flaunt their wealth by adorning themselves in expensive jewels and high fashion clothing.  We have just had an example of the prodigal son, who was not faithful in the use of his money.


c.  God gives each of us the money we need to accomplish His will.  What does the Scripture say is His will with regard to the use of money?



(1)  Use the money to buy food to stay alive (Did Jesus not send the disciples into the Samaritan village to buy food while He talked with the Samaritan woman at the well?).



(2)  To provide for our families.  1 Tim 5:8, “However, if any one does not provide for his own relatives and especially for the members of his family, he has rejected doctrine; in fact, he is worse than an unbeliever.”



(3)  To give to the poor, the needy, to those who need temporary financial help (no interest loans without expecting to be paid back).


d.  And how does God provide this money for us?  He does so by providing us with the ability to work.  2 Thes 3:10, “For even when we were with you, we used to command this to you; that if anyone is not willing to work, let him not even eat.”

2.  “who will entrust the true [wealth] to you?”

a.  The indefinite pronoun ‘who’ has a dual application to men on earth, such as the rich estate owner and God in heaven, who has eternal riches.  Rom 9:23, “also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which He previously prepared for glory,”


b.  The true or real wealth is the wealth that belongs to God.  It is the riches of His glory.



(1)  Rom 2:4, “Or do you treat with contempt the riches of His kindness and clemency and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness leads you to a change of mind?”



(2)  Eph 1:7, “by the agency of Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace,”



(3)  Eph 3:16, “that He may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being,”


c.  So how do we work to obtain the riches of His glory?  Jesus gave the answer in a similar statement to the crowd that followed Him, “Do not work for the food which is ruined, but the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for God the Father has set His seal on Him.’  Therefore, they said to Him, ‘What should we do, in order that we might work the works associated with God?’  Jesus answered and said to them, ‘This is the work of God, that you might believe in the One whom He has sent.’”  Jn 6:27-29.


d.  The gospel is the greatest spiritual wealth available to us.  The person who squanders their unrighteous wealth (money) will also squander their spiritual wealth.  For the unbeliever this means not believing the message of the gospel and missing out on the riches of eternal life.  For the believer this means failure to use one’s spiritual gift(s) and missing out on eternal rewards and blessings (the various crowns: life, glory, righteousness).


e.  God cannot and will not give eternal riches to the believer who squanders his/her spiritual riches in this life.  And God cannot and will not give the riches of eternal life to the unbeliever who squanders their chances to believe in Christ in this life.


f.  Jesus was not only teaching the disciples the value of their spiritual life on earth now, but making a hidden plea to Judas to believe in Him and as we shall see shortly was also teaching a valuable lesson to the rich Pharisees who were also listening intently to Him.


g.  The question demands an answer in the minds of all those listening.  They must make a decision as to who will entrust true wealth to them.  And they know the obvious answer—God, who is the only One who has true wealth, will not entrust wealth to them, if they have not been faithful with unrighteous wealth and they have not!  It was a stinging rebuke of Judas and the Pharisees.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “A specific example of faithfulness is the handling of money, unrighteous mammon.  There are things greater than money, but if one cannot handle money, who is willing to let that one administer greater riches?  The point here is that being faithful in a small thing like money demonstrates that one is ready to handle more important items, ‘the true things,’ which most see as the spiritual blessings of future service in the kingdom (Paul makes a similar comparison between earthly and spiritual resources in 1 Cor 9:11).  The one who commits such true future riches to people is God, and the reference pictures future reward for faithful service (Plummer 1896: 386; Marshall 1978: 623).  This is a better way to read the verse than to see a reference to wealth gained dishonestly, for surely Jesus would not be praising the use of money gained dishonestly.”


b.  “People who are unfaithful in the way they use money are also unfaithful in the way they use the ‘true riches’ of God’s kingdom.  We cannot be orthodox in our theology and at the same time heretical in the way we use money.  God will not commit His true riches to individuals or ministries that waste money and will not give an honest accounting to the people who have supported them.  When it came to money, Paul was very careful that everything was honest ‘not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men’ (2 Cor 8:21).”


c.  “If one is faithful in his use of money, then he can be trusted with greater things.  True riches seem to refer to the kingdom’s spiritual riches of which the disciples will partake.”


d.  “Jesus reprimanded the spiritually regenerate for not being much better than the unjust steward, for they are not adequate stewards of their temporal talents and substance.”


e.  “If people are poor stewards of money, they will hardly be entrusted with spiritual riches which are more valuable and important.”


f.  “Verse 11 means that if you have not been faithful with money, “worldly wealth,” God will not trust you with true spiritual riches—the care of souls, missions, evangelism, the oversight of his church.  Frankly, this is where many would-be Christian leaders fall short.  They simply are not trustworthy with their money. For them, God is sovereign in everything but money.”
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