John 1:1
Luke 16:10



 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective PISTOS, meaning “The faithful one.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular superlative adjective ELACHISTOS, meaning “in the smallest thing.”  This is followed by the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also,” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular adjective POLUS, meaning “in a great/large thing.”  Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PISTOS, meaning “faithful.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that the faithful person produces the state of being faithful.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“The faithful one in the smallest thing is also faithful in the great thing;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ADIKOS, meaning “the unrighteous one.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular superlative adjective ELACHISTOS, meaning “in the smallest thing.”  This is followed by the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also,” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular adjective POLUS, meaning “in a great/large thing.”  Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective ADIKOS, meaning “unrighteous.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that the unrighteous person produces the state of being unrighteous.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and the unrighteous one in the smallest thing is also unrighteous in a large thing.”
Lk 16:10 corrected translation
“The faithful one in the smallest thing is also faithful in the great thing; and the unrighteous one in the smallest thing is also unrighteous in a large thing.”
Explanation:
1.  “The faithful one in the smallest thing is also faithful in the great thing;”

a.  The Lord continues to address His disciples with another principle of application from the parable of the unjust or unrighteous steward.  This principle deals with the positive and negative sides of what a believer should and should not do.  First, we have the positive side of the principle.


b.  The faithful one is a reference to the believer who obeys the will of God and does what God expects in the smallest of things.  This believer makes it a habit to do the right thing when no one else is watching, when it really doesn’t matter in the grand scheme of things, or when no one really cares, because it is not hurting anyone else anyway.  The ‘smallest thing’ is something insignificant that doesn’t seem to make any difference in the grand scheme of things.


c.  However, making a habit of doing what is right in small things will result in doing what is right in big things.  For example, let’s say you are standing behind a lady at an ATM machine who gets frustrated because she thinks the thing isn’t working right and takes her card out and marching into the bank to complain.  As you approach the machine you notice that she has forgotten to take the $400 cash that the machine is waiting for her to take.  You could take the cash and return to your car, since she was already in the bank and no one is behind you waiting.  But instead you take the cash follow her into the bank and hand her the money while telling her she forgot something.  She looked at me dumbfounded, and was so shocked she couldn’t even get the words ‘thank you’ out of her mouth.  A lifetime habit of doing what was right in little things, helped me do the right thing on that occasion.


d.  God has great things for us to do in eternity.  What we do now is training for those great things.  The greatest things we will ever do for God are awaiting us in the millennial reign of Christ and in the eternal state.  We are learning now how to do little things.  Then we will do the great thing.  (Note the singular!).  What is the great thing?  We will glorify God forever.  Rev 3:12, “The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God and he will never go outside; furthermore, I will also write on him the name of My God and the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which shall descend out of heaven from My God, and My new title.”

2.  “and the unrighteous one in the smallest thing is also unrighteous in a large thing.”

a.  The unrighteous one refers to the unbeliever and to the believer out of fellowship with God in Christian degeneracy or apostasy.  The unrighteous unbeliever avoids the will of God in the smallest things.  They make a lifetime habit of doing what they want regardless of the consequences to others.  They are inherently selfish and self-serving.  The same is true of the believer in degeneracy, who reverts back to thinking and acting like an unbeliever.


b.  Training oneself in doing the wrong thing in little things result in doing the wrong thing in large things.


c.  The greatest thing the unbeliever will ever do is believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is the one large thing that this life requires.  One of the smallest and easiest things any person can do is be humble.  And without humility it is almost impossible to believe in Christ, because the arrogant person doesn’t believe they need to be saved.


d.  The believer who cannot bring themselves to obey God in this life will not be asked to do a large thing in the millennium or eternal state.  Rev 3:11, “I come quickly; hold fast to what you have, so that no one takes away your reward.”  Rev 16:15, “(Behold, I am coming like a thief.  Happy [is] the one who stays alert and guards his clothing, so that he may not march naked, and they see his disgracefulness.)”


e.  Every believer has been entrusted with a spiritual gift.  That spiritual gift is a small thing in the grand plan of God.  How you use it now determines your faithfulness in handling greater things in eternity.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The man who can be trusted in a very small thing will be promoted to large responsibilities.  That is the way men climb to the top.  Men who embezzle in large sums began with small sums.  Verses 10 to 13 here explain the point of the preceding parables.”


b.  “The attention shifts to a second application.  Character is character whether one is dealing with little things or larger issues.  If one is unfaithful in small things, one will handle large things in the same way.  If, however, one is faithful in small things, one will also handle large things in a similar way (Lk 19:17 = Mt 25:21, 23).  What one is, one is.  The association of faithfulness and stewardship is natural (1 Cor 4:2).  All of one’s activities matter, for they reveal the nature of one’s character.  Whether the area of responsibility is big or little has no bearing from a moral standpoint.  Selfishness in little things reveals one’s character and can indicate how big areas will be handled.  A specific illustration follows in the next verse.”


c.  “Various general principles of stewardship, that is, the care of what somebody has entrusted to you for safe keeping, now follow.  First, how people look after a little is an indicator as to how they will look after a larger sum.”


d.  “Some neuter this text by confining it to the general principle of verse 10—namely, if you are faithful in small things, God will trust you with much.  Of course, that principle is true, and it has been lived out millions of times among God’s people.  But verses 10–12 are a unit, and Jesus is talking about money!”
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