John 1:1
Luke 15:5




 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after finding.”

“And after finding,”
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EPITITHĒMI, which means “to put on, place on, set on; to lay on.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurs at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the owner or shepherd of the lost sheep produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

There is no direct object anywhere in this sentence fragment.  From the context of the previous verse we know that the object of the action is the lost sheep.  Therefore, English grammar calls for some sort of object of the action, and so we can supply the word “[it]”.  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural article and noun WMOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on his shoulders.”  Finally, we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice”.


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurs at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the owner or shepherd of the lost sheep produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“he lays [it] on his shoulders, rejoicing.”
Lk 15:5 corrected translation
“And after finding, he lays [it] on his shoulders, rejoicing.”
Explanation:
1.  “And after finding,”

a.  Jesus continues the parable/illustration of the lost sheep by telling us that the owner or shepherd has left the ninety-nine sheep and gone in search of the one lost sheep.  We are not told how long it took to find the lost sheep or how far the shepherd had to travel.  These details are not important and we can conjecture that the shepherd went into all kinds of places and took all kinds of time are fanciful ideas reading into the story what is not there.  That kind of exegesis turns the story into allegory and ruins good interpretation of the doctrinal principles.


b.  The point is simple and effective—the good shepherd searching until he finds the lost sheep.  He doesn’t give up until success is attained.  By analogy to the Lord’s audience, He is telling them that He is not going to give up on caring for them and protecting them, but will continue to go after those who already belong to Him, even when they wander away.


c.  Remember that the lost sheep is already the property of the shepherd.  He owns the sheep.  The sheep belong to Him already.  This story has a dual application.  For the unbeliever it is the illustration of the Lord seeking and finding His people—Israel.  The Lord is in the processing of going after every lost unbeliever in the nation of Israel.  But this also has application to the believer who strays from the execution of his or her spiritual life.  The Lord also pursues them in order to bring them back into the fold of the spiritual life.


d.  The Lord’s parables frequently had dual application for the believer and unbeliever and we should never limit the genius of our Lord’s teaching to one group or another when the truth is there for both.  The Lord is just as eager for the lost unbeliever sheep to be saved as He is for the straying believer sheep to be rescued and brought home.

2.  “he lays [it] on his shoulders, rejoicing.”

a.  The shepherd then does what shepherds typically did with an injured, sick, or rescued sheep.  He lays or places the sheep across the back of his neck with the front legs over one shoulder and the back legs over the other shoulder.  Then he holds the legs together with one hand and holds his shepherd’s staff in the other hand.  In this manner he is able to carry the sheep back to the flock and safety.  This is the safest place for the sheep to be in.  It would be much easier for a predator to suddenly attack the sheep if it were walking on the ground, following the shepherd.  So the emphasis here is on the Lord’s protection and care of the unbeliever/believer sheep as they are being brought back to the safety of the flock and their own pasture (analogous to the kingdom of God).


b.  The final word in this verse illustrates the attitude of the shepherd over the rescue of the lost sheep.  The shepherd is more than happy.  He rejoices.  This same rejoicing is explained in more detail at the conclusion of these illustrations:



(1)  Lk 15:7, “I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.”


(2)  Lk 15:10, “In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who changes his mind.”
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The search proves fruitful.  The shepherd finds the animal, places it on his shoulder, and takes it home (Isa 40:11; 49:22).  The imagery clearly alludes to God’s tender and protective care.  Given the possibility that the sheep could have been permanently lost, stolen, or destroyed by wild animals, the shepherd rejoices that the lost sheep has been found.  This note of joy is the focus in the rest of the story.  The point of comparison is that God rejoices at a sinner who is led back to Him.  Even though the shepherd pictures God’s desire, disciples are to share this attitude.  In addition, the joy that accompanies such a return should match the joy of heaven and should be present in all who see it happen.  Even the discovery of one such person is a cause for joy.  Such is God’s heart for the lost.  This attitude stands in contrast to the leadership’s complaint.  God’s people should always seek to find more of the lost.”


b.  “Jesus was not suggesting that the scribes and Pharisees were not in need of salvation, for they certainly were.  We must not make every part of the parable mean something, otherwise we will turn it into an allegory and distort the message.  There is a fourfold joy expressed when a lost sinner comes to the Savior.  Though nothing is said in the story about how the sheep felt, there is certainly joy in the heart of the person found.  Both Scripture (Acts 3:8; 8:39) and our own personal experience verify the joy of salvation.”


c.  “The easiest way to carry a lamb was across one’s shoulders, with the legs crossed over one’s chest (compare God carrying His sheep in Ps 28:9; Isa 40:11).”


d.  “Jesus sought out sinners and spent time with them because the Father has an overriding concern for lost souls.  There is no other value that can compare with the value of a soul; so in Heaven, there is more rejoicing over the salvation of one lost soul than the righteous actions of ninety-nine saved men. Jesus was saying forcibly that in Heaven’s eyes nothing on earth is more important than the salvation of lost souls—absolutely nothing.  This is why He associated with, and spent time with, sinners.”


e.  “The shepherd, of course, is our Savior, Jesus Christ.  He takes lost, perishing sinners on His powerful shoulders and takes them to His own home.  David’s ancient prayer is fulfilled in Him: ‘Save your people and bless your inheritance; be their shepherd and carry them forever’ (Ps 28:9).  And the Lord has promised through Isaiah that He will continue to do so through all our earthly years: ‘Even to your old age and gray hairs I am He; I am He who will sustain you.  I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you’ (Isa 46:4).  Jesus began carrying us even while He was on the cross, where all our sins were laid on His omnipotent shoulders.  As Philip Melanchton, Martin Luther’s expositor, said, ‘Christ transfers to Himself the burden of us.’”


f.  Robertson, following Plummer, makes the point that the shepherd does not criticize the sheep for being lost.
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