John 1:1
Luke 15:22



 is the transitional/adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” with the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the father produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the father.”  This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural article and noun DOULOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to his slaves/servants.”

“However the father said to his slaves,”
 is the adverb of manner TACHUS, meaning “Quickly,” followed by the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb EKPHERW, which means “to bring out.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the slaves are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun STOLĒ plus the article and ordinal adjective PRWTOS, meaning “the first robe = pertaining to prominence: foremost, most important, or most prominent.”
  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb ENDUW, which means “to dress or clothe someone.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the slaves are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to the prodigal son.

““Quickly bring out the most important robe and clothe him,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give; to put.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the slaves are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun DAKTULIOS, which means “the signet ring: a ring used to make a seal (in wax).”
  Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun CHEIR with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on his hand.”
“and put the signet ring on his hand”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun HUPODĒMA, meaning “sandals” Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural article, used as a possessive pronoun, and noun POUS, meaning “on his feet.”

“and sandals on his feet;”
Lk 15:22 corrected translation
“However the father said to his slaves, “Quickly bring out the most important robe and clothe him, and put the signet ring on his hand and sandals on his feet;”
Explanation:
1.  “However the father said to his slaves, “Quickly bring out the most important robe and clothe him,”

a.  The prodigal son is in the middle of his prepared speech of contrition, and has not yet got to the part where he suggests to his father that he should just be treated like any other hired day laborer.  His father stops his speech by beginning to order his slaves/servants to begin doing things for his son.  The son believes that he should be treated no better than a hired-hand, but the father has a completely different view of things.


b.  The first order of business for the slaves is to rush back to the house, get the most important, most valuable, finest robe (which is probably the one belonging to the father, which is only worn on very special occasions) and clothe his son.  The implication here is that the young man is in tattered, filthy rags, and may even be suffering from exposure to the sun, wind, cold, etc.  While the slaves run to get the robe, the father helps his son continue to walk toward the house.


c.  It is important to remember that clothes were far more expensive in the ancient world than they are now, because of the cost of production.  This robe wasn’t any old house robe, but was made of the finest material, made by hand, double stitched and probably embroidered.  It was very special like Joseph’s coat of many colors.  If this was indeed the father’s own special robe, then putting it on his son signified total acceptance, trust, and return to the family with all the honors due a son.


d.  By analogy, putting the robe of honor on the son is like us receiving the uniform of glory (being dressed in whites) of Rev 3:4, “But you have a few persons in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.  Indeed they will walk with Me in whites [uniform of glory], because they are worthy.”

2.  “and put the signet ring on his hand”

a.  The second thing the father orders is to get the special ring, called a signet ring, and put it on his hand (finger).  The signet ring was the family ring with the family seal carved into the face of the ring.  All official letters, business documents, and monetary transactions were sealed with hot wax into which this ring was pressed to show ownership and authenticity.  “A ring for the finger, normally made of gold or silver, and usually containing the signet of the owner by which he could mark ownership and seal documents.”


b.  This action by the father not only signified acceptance back into the family, but gave the son complete control over all official business affairs of the family.  The son could officially act as the representative of the father.  The son now had the complete trust of the father to handle all financial affairs, and this after the son had squandered away one-third of the estate!  The father was demonstrating his total trust of his son.  The father has gone beyond forgiveness to a place of highest honor and importance.  The “Godfather” is turning over the family business to his son.


c.  By analogy this is like God the Father crowning the believer with the crown of righteousness, the crown of glory, and/or the crown of life.  God trusts us to handle the most important family business—representing the Lord Jesus Christ before others and doing the Lord’s business of being ambassadors for Christ.

3.  “and sandals on his feet;”

a.  The third thing the father orders for his son is a good pair of sandals.  Remember that the young man made a long walk to a far country and back, as well as walking around spending all his money.  His sandals were probably worn out by now, and the implication is that he is bare foot.  Therefore, assuming he either has no sandals or the sandals he is wearing are worn out, this explains why he didn’t or couldn’t run to his father, when his father ran to greet him.  His feet may have been so bruised and beaten that he could barely walk.  The sandals are also a sign of sonship, since slaves went barefoot.


b.  Therefore, the father is just as concerned for the physical healing of his son as he is for the spiritual healing that has already taken place.  By analogy the Lord is going to give us a resurrection body in which there will be no more pain.  God the Father cares about our whole person: body, soul, and spirit.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Stolē is an old word for a fine stately garment that comes down to the feet, the kind worn by kings (Mk 16:5; Lk 22:46); not the first robe that you find, but the first in rank and value, the finest in the house. This is in contrast with his shabby clothes.  Both sandals and ring are marks of the freeman as slaves were barefooted.”


b.  “The father receives the son back with full privileges.  The robe is a long, flowing garment, a term used of glorified believers in Rev 6:11 and pictures formal attire.  The son is given the best clothes to wear.  The receiving of a ring adds to the image of being ornately dressed.  The ring may contain a seal and thus represent the son’s membership in the family, but it stops short of being a transfer of authority [Not necessarily; where’s the proof?].  Jeremias (1963a: p. 130) suggests an allusion to Joseph’s being clothed by Pharaoh with a ring, fine clothes, and a gold chain (Gen 41:42).  Certainly it is a picture of acceptance, but the son is not assuming an office above his brother.  They have equal access to the father.  The sandals are also a symbol of wealth; contextually the suggestion is that the son had been barefoot and destitute.  The son goes from destitution to restoration.”


c.  “This wayward son had brought disgrace to his family and village and, according to Dt 21:18–21, he should have been stoned to death.  If the neighbors had started to stone him, they would have hit the father who was embracing him!  What a picture of what Jesus did for us on the cross!  Everything the younger son had hoped to find in the far country, he discovered back home: clothes, jewelry, friends, joyful celebration, love, and assurance for the future.  What made the difference?  He was willing to be a servant!  Of course, the father did not ask him to ‘earn’ his forgiveness, because no amount of good works can save us from our sins.  In the far country, the prodigal learned the meaning of misery; but back home, he discovered the meaning of mercy.  The ring was a sign of sonship, and the ‘best robe’ (no doubt the father’s) was proof of his acceptance back into the family.  Servants did not wear rings, shoes, or expensive garments.  Had the boy been dealt with according to the Law, there would have been a funeral, not a feast. What a beautiful illustration of Ps 103:10–14!”


d.  “The embrace, the kiss, and the gifts of robe, ring, and sandals—these are all emblematic of the son’s honorable restoration to the family he had snubbed and abandoned.”


e.  “The best robe in the house would belong to the father himself.  The ring would probably be a family signet ring—a symbol of reinstatement to sonship in a well-to-do house.  Slaves did not normally wear sandals, though they carried and tied a master’s sandals.  The father is saying, ‘No, I won’t receive you back as a servant. I’ll receive you only as a son.’”


f.  “When we turn to Him, He is a God who comes running—to lavish His love upon us!  This is the gospel—the good news of a God who rushes to meet sinners with His love!  No one is beyond His love.  You cannot do anything that will keep Him from kissing you and bestowing upon you the robe, the ring, and the sandals.  Utter forgiveness is the only kind God gives.”
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