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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EPITHUMEW, which means “to desire; to long for.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that prodigal son produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the aorist passive infinitive of the verb CHORTAZW, which means “to feed; to be fed.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the prodigal son desired to receive the action of being fed.


The infinitive mood is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning and action of the main verb ‘to desire’.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the neuter plural article and noun KERATION, meaning “with the carob pods.”

“And he kept on desiring to be fed with the carob pods,”
 is the ablative of origin/source from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to the carob pods.  Then we have the third person plural imperative active indicative from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the pigs were producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun CHOIROS, meaning “the pigs.”

“which the pigs were eating,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine singular from the cardinal adjective OUDEIS, which means “no one.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: was giving.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that no one was producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to the prodigal son.  There is an ellipsis (deliberate omission) of the direct object, which English grammar demands we supply for clarity.  The word “[anything]” works well here as in the NASB translation.

“and no one was giving [anything] to him.”
Lk 15:16 corrected translation
“And he kept on desiring to be fed with the carob pods, which the pigs were eating, and no one was giving [anything] to him.”
Explanation:
1.  “And he kept on desiring to be fed with the carob pods,”

a.  Jesus continues the parable of the prodigal son by describing the young man’s desperate hunger.  He is feeding the pigs carob pods, which was the lowest form of food only the poor would eat.  We can relate the carob pod to green beans.  Imagine the pigs being fed raw, whole green beans.  The prodigal son was so hungry he wanted to ‘pig out’ on the food the pigs were eating.  The descriptive imperfect tells us that this went on all morning as he fed the pigs.  The longer he continued feeding the pigs, the more he desired to have what they were eating.  His desperation increased with each bite the pigs took.


b.  What are carob pods?



(1)  They are “the pod of the carob tree (which closely resembles a small horn.  Carob pods were commonly used for fattening swine and were employed as an article of food by poor people.”



(2)  “The carob tree can grow to a height of forty feet and a circumference of six feet.  Its leaves are leathery and evergreen, its flowers reddish.  Its abundant fruit, the keration (‘small horn’), which only appears seventy years after the tree is planted and three years after it flowers, is a long pod, thick and flat (about five or six inches long and one inch wide) that contains a sweet-tasting pulp that is used as livestock feed.  This fruit is quite sour when green, but dried carob pods are sweeter, and people snack on them as Orientals do with chick-peas, peanuts, etc.”



(3)  “Abundant in April and May [note that this story takes place in the spring; the same time of year that Jesus is headed to Jerusalem for Passover], the pods are flat and horn-shaped, containing numerous beanlike seeds.  When ripe the sweet pods were eaten by the poor and were also used as cattle and pig fodder.”


c.  Notice that these pods were only eatable one time a year and these pods had been harvested from the trees for just this purpose (feeding the pigs).  These pods were only eaten by the poor when they became desperate for food, such as in times of famine.  So all these pieces of Jesus’ story fit together to present a very realistic situation in the minds of His audience.  The story is not far-fetched or an exaggeration in any way.  This was a realistic situation to which Jesus’ hearers could relate.

2.  “which the pigs were eating,”

a.  The relative pronoun ‘which’ refers back to the carob pods.  The pigs’ food was the carob pods of the carob tree.


b.  The pigs are eating and enjoying every bite.  The prodigal is not eating and groaning in hunger just watching them.  This is slow torture.  Hunger is a powerful motivator.  My father taught me a great lesson about eating what was placed before me, when I was about ten years old.  Mom served a dinner I didn’t like.  I said I wasn’t going to eat it.  Dad said I could go to bed hungry, which I did.  The next morning the same plate of food was served to me for breakfast (it had been saved in the refrigerator overnight).  Shocked, I didn’t eat it again.  Then when I came home from school for lunch, there it was again.  Same plate of food.  When it appeared the fourth time for dinner that evening, I had no problem devouring it and loving it.  I never turned my nose up at a meal again.  Hunger is a powerful motivator!

3.  “and no one was giving [anything] to him.”

a.  The subject ‘no one’ has to be interpolated from the context of the story.  Previously in the story no one appears to be working with the prodigal son.  Now we see that there are other farmhands working that same day.  The ‘no one’ cannot refer to the pigs.  That makes no sense.  But it does make sense that all the farm workers took a break for lunch and gathered together to eat the lunch they had prepared for the day.


b.  Apparently none of the others workers was sharing any of their food with him.  They were not giving anything to him to eat.  This only made matters worse.  He couldn’t eat the pigs’ food and now no one else would give him anything to eat.


c.  In addition it goes without saying that the Gentile landowner wasn’t providing lunch for the young Jewish man either.  No one seemed to care if he lived or died of hunger.  This was a real wake-up call.  Reality has now set in.  This is the same thing that happens to young people leaving high school or getting out of college.  All of sudden, no one is giving them free stuff anymore.  They actually have to work for a living, buy a cheap car, pay insurance, pay rent, buy food, go without, etc.  The real world is a shocking place of reality.  It is not like living at home, where everything is graciously provided.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The job is unable to meet the prodigal’s needs.  He still suffers from hunger.  In fact, the pigs are better off than he is. He intensely desires to have as much to eat as the pigs.  Their food may have been a sweet bean from a carob tree.  The son wants the meal of unclean animals and cannot have it.  How much lower can he go?  Worse, there is no one in this distant land to offer him comfort or give him food.  ‘No one’ is emphatic: nobody will help him; he is all alone.”


b.  “At this juncture the prodigal son appears in dire straits indeed, with the transition to the ranks of the expendables—made up of especially of beggars and thieves, among whom mortality rates were very high—just around the corner.”


c.  “Some commentators have suggested that the pods here are the kind of carob pods that Israel would eat only in famine, which some teachers said drove Israel to repentance.  These pods were not considered appetizing, and given pigs’ proverbially unclean eating habits, the thought of eating pigs’ food would disgust Jesus’ hearers.”


d.  “So there he was amidst a sea of moving snouts and uncaring pigs’ eyes.  Just a few months before, everybody loved him.  They said he had class.  He was like a star rising in the heavens.  Now no one would even give him a husk to chew on.  He had sought freedom and thought he had found it, but now he was in virtual slavery.”


e.  “Feeding swine was thus about as low as Jews could go.  To wish to share their food was the nadir [lowest point] of degradation.”
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