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

 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “In the same way.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the scribes, Pharisees, tax collectors, and sinners.

“In the same way, I say to you,”
 is the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to be: there is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a static fact.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the situation producing the state of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun CHARA, meaning “joy.”  This is followed by the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine plural article and noun AGGELOS with the possessive or descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “among the angels of God.”

“there is joy among the angels of God”
 is the preposition EPI plus the locative of place from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS plus the adjective HAMARTWLOS, meaning “over one sinner.”  Finally, we have the locative masculine singular present active participle of the verb METANOEW, which means “to change one’s mind.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes an action that typically or normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that one sinner produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“over one sinner changing their mind.’”
Lk 15:10 corrected translation
“In the same way, I say to you, there is joy among the angels of God over one sinner changing their mind.’”
Explanation:
1.  “In the same way, I say to you,”

a.  The Lord concludes the second parable with an emphatic principle that makes the main point that Jesus is trying to convey to His legalistic enemies.  The emphasis comes with His typical “I say to you” phrase, which says indirectly to these religious leaders that what He is about to say is an absolute fact in the divine plan, whether they like it or not.


b.  Jesus compares the joy of the sheep owner and the joy of the woman who lost the coin with the joy of God’s friends and neighbors.  The comparison appeals to a reality in heaven; something which the scribes and Pharisees know nothing about.

2.  “there is joy among the angels of God”

a.  This statement is so packed with wonderful theology it is almost impossible to comprehend it all at once.  So let’s take it apart piece by piece.



(1)  Jesus states the fact that there is joy among the angels.  How could He know this unless, He had been in heaven and seen it Himself?  This points to the fact that Jesus is the Son of God without Him saying so directly and being accused of blasphemy by His enemies.



(2)  Angels are capable of having joy, which means that God created angels with the capability of having emotions, just as He created man with the same ability.



(3)  Angels are free to express their emotions, just as man is free to do likewise.  This points to free will among angels, just as it proves free will in man.



(4)  There are such beings as angels, and as such they had to come from somewhere, which indirectly proves the existence of a Creator.



(5)  These angels are said to belong to God (possessive genitive), which implies that there are also other angels who no longer belong to God.  Hence, this is an indirect reference to the angelic conflict.



(6)  The joy that these elect angels have is directly related to lost sinners being found, which resolves the angelic conflict in favor of God rather than Satan.



(7)  If the angels are joyful over the change of mind of one sinner, how much more must God be joyful over the salvation of one sinner.


b.  The fact that the angels of God are aware of the salvation of each sinner implies that these angels are watching the lives of every person on earth.  This means that not only do we each have a guardian angel after salvation, but we also have angels watching us intently before salvation.  The unseen angelic conflict is raging all around us without us ever knowing what they are doing.

3.  “over one sinner changing their mind.’”

a.  Finally, the cause for all the joy is stated.  The angels of God rejoice over one sinner changing their mind about Jesus and believing in Him.  How much joy might there be when hundreds of people here the gospel at the same time and believe?  If the angels rejoice, how much more does Jesus rejoice?  And so, why aren’t these religious leaders rejoicing?


b.  If a sinner can change their mind about Jesus being the Messiah, then why can’t these religious leaders do likewise?  If these religious leaders desire to make God happy, then shouldn’t they be trying to convert one sinner, just as Jesus is trying to convert them all?


c.  Jesus’ statement is full of hidden condemnation of His enemies for their failure to do what they should be doing, that is, doing what He is doing—inviting the lost to fellowship in order to convert them rather than divert them.  Jesus has just told them what makes God and His angels joyful.  Now the challenge to them is what are they going to do?

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This double parable, addressed to the Pharisees and scribes, shows the glaring difference between them and the angels in heaven: they murmured at the very thing that made the angels rejoice.  That should have given them pause to search their hearts, where something must have been wrong.  Jesus was using these parables to seek to save both the Pharisees and the sinners.”


b.  “The thought is of the angels rejoicing along with God.”


c.  “The angels are in a sense the neighbors of God.”


d.  “The point of this parable matches Lk 15:7: there is much joy in heaven over a single repentant sinner.  Rather than speaking of a joy focused on the sinner’s future deliverance, as 15:7 did, the joy here is the joy of the present—an indication that the sinner’s repentance brings present as well as future joy.  Unlike Lk 15:7, this parable does not speak of joy in heaven but angelic response.  The expression is…to be read not just as the response of angels but of God as well (Lk 12:8).  The courts of heaven are full of celebration at the coming of a sinner to God.  Heaven’s joy and the angels’ desire for sinners to come to God is to be matched by the efforts of those who seek to serve God.”


e.  “This addendum allows Jesus to draw out the relevance of the parable by drawing it back into the context provided by verses 1–2.   The emphasis again falls on the heavenly joy that ensues from the repentance of a sinner, thus characterizing Jesus’ table fellowship with toll collectors and sinners as an expression of the divine celebration accompanying the recovery of the lost.”


f.  “In Jewish tradition the angels in heaven generally took great interest in God’s workings on earth; each person was specifically assigned at least one guardian angel.”


g.  “Those two stories must have left the Pharisees and scribes smarting, but that was just the beginning.  The third story repeated the same elements, but then directly charged them with spiritual imperceptivity by introducing a new element into the story: the elder brother.  This, of course, is the by now familiar theme that the Jews were rejecting the Father’s provision for Israel.”


h.  “God rejoices in the presence of His angels when the lost are found!  Here is a laughing, congratulating, hugging God.  Observe too that He rejoices more over a newly found sinner than he does for the multitude already in His fold.  There is an initial joy that momentarily outshines settled joys—a greater joy over the safety of one who is in jeopardy than for what is secure—just as one rejoices more at the recovery of a sick child than at the health of one’s family. Notice, too, that when God rejoices, His angels rejoice as well.  If you are lost and Jesus finds you, and you thus find Him and repent [change your mind], God and His angels will rejoice over you.”
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