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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” and transitioning to a new subject/topic.  With this we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI plus the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb EGGIZW, which means “to come near; to approach.”  This combination is called a periphrastic construction.


The descriptive imperfect and descriptive present combine to indicate an ongoing action at that moment in the past.


The active voice indicates that the tax collectors and sinners were producing the action.


The indicative mood and circumstantial participle combine to describe a fact.

Between these two verbs we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS plus the article and noun TELWNĒS, meaning “all the tax collectors.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective HAMARTWLOS, meaning “the sinners.”

“Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were approaching Him”
 is the present active infinitive from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear; to listen to.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the tax collectors and sinners were producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Finally, we have the genitive direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  Verbs of hearing take their direct object in the genitive case.

“to hear Him.”
Lk 15:1 corrected translation
“Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were approaching Him to hear Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were approaching Him”

a.  Luke transitions us to another event.  The last event had Jesus speaking to the crowd following Him as He traveled on the road to Jerusalem.  It is likely (but not certain) that the tax collectors and sinners, mentioned as the subjects here, were part of this crowd following Jesus.


b.  Tax collectors were highly despised by the Jews, because in order to be a tax collector you had to buy the authority for doing the job from the Roman government and were paid back by a percentage of the taxes you collected.  Therefore, not only did the Jewish tax collector work for the hated Roman government, but in order to make a profit, they had to demand more money than the actual tax.  So everyone hated and despised them.  Sinners included all kinds of people, including prostitutes, people with illnesses, deformities, beggars, the poor, etc.  Anyone with anything wrong with them was considered to be a sinner under the punishment of God, which explained their condition.


c.  Typically Rabbis were not approached by the dregs of society.  Rabbis were in the upper echelon of Jewish society along with the scribes, Pharisees, Levitical priests, and the ruling Sadducees.  Tax collectors and sinners were not permitted to associate with people in the upper class.  Therefore, for them to approach or come near to Jesus was breaking all kinds of societal norms and standards.  The fact that they were willing to come to Jesus had a great deal to do with Jesus’ invitation to all those who labor and are heavy ladened to do so.  It was well known throughout Jesus’ ministry that He welcomed anyone who believed in Him.  No one was ever turned away, no matter how low they were, and no one was lower than the thief on the cross next to Him who believed in Him.  The imperfect tense of the periphrastic verb construction tells us that these people kept on coming to Him regardless of the criticism of the legalists watching this take place.

2.  “to hear Him.”

a.  Luke then tells us the purpose the tax collectors and sinners had in coming near to or approaching Jesus.  They desperately wanted to hear what He had to say.  He had good news for them and they deeply desired to hear it.


b.  Notice that they were not coming to be healed by Him.  That was true many times and places in the past, but the primary purpose now was to hear His message of eternal salvation.  That was a message they never heard from the priests, scribes, Pharisees or Sadducees.  The legalist’s message to the dregs of society was that they were all going to hell.  Jesus’ message was an invitation to a banquet in the kingdom of God.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This story establishes the right of Jesus to grant to sinners fellowship with Himself and therewith a share in the kingdom of heaven.”


b.  “Decisive here is the fact that…by their calling tax-gatherers were regarded as sinners and were thus shunned by the pious.”
  “Tax gatherers and sinners were excluded from the religious community.”


c.  “The setting involves a crowd, which is significant since the previous scene also included a crowd.  Sinners were perceived as forfeiting their relationship to God because of a lifestyle unfaithful to God’s law.  The tax collector also was not respected.  It was these ‘reprobates’ who were drawing near to Jesus.  Jesus’ popularity is highlighted by the exaggerated note that ‘all’ the tax collectors and sinners are drawing near to him.  Those responding are, surprisingly, the tax collectors and sinners.  They sense that Jesus cares for them and has something to say to them.”


d.  “‘Toll collectors,’ though generally notorious in Luke’s world as a dishonest, despised element of society, have thus far in the Third Gospel been represented as persons responsive to the call to repent (Lk 3:10–14; 5:27–32).  Similarly, ‘sinners’—that is, persons whose primary attribute is that they cannot be included among the righteous and are therefore persons of low socio-religious status counted among the excluded, even damned—have been presented by the Third Evangelist as persons in need of forgiveness, as recipients of good news, and as those who comport themselves as willing to repent and are thus numbered among the people of God (Lk 5:29–32; 7:35, 36–50).  Against this backdrop, it is hardly coincidental that Lk 15:1 follows hard on the heels of Lk 14:35—that is, that Jesus’ admonition ‘to hear’ His message is set in immediate proximity to the proactivity of the toll collectors and sinners to do just that!  In this way, these outcasts present themselves as oriented toward discipleship.”


e.  “Jesus’ association with the members of society commonly regarded as sinful and unrepentant by the Pharisees led to continual criticism.”


f.  “In Jewish culture tax collectors were anathematized because they were turncoat Jews who had sold their souls to buy Roman tax-gathering franchises so they could prey on their fellow Jews.  They were loathed in every way.  Synagogues would not accept their offerings.  Their testimony was not received in Jewish courts.  They were held to be worse than the heathen.  As such, along with the ‘sinners’ (those who were immoral or not living according to the establishment’s strictures), they were in desperate need of redemption.”
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