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

 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective KALOS, meaning “good.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun HALAS, meaning “salt.”  The predicate and subject nominatives without a verb indicates the ellipsis or deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”

“Therefore, salt [is] good.”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if” and it may or may not be true.  With this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun HALAS, meaning “the salt.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive of the verb MWRANINW, which means “to become tasteless.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The passive voice indicates that the salt has received the action.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive, which is used in interrogative sentences that deal with what is possible.

“However if the salt also has become tasteless,”

 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means or manner from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “by or with what?”  Finally, we have the third person singular future passive indicative of the verb ARTUW, which means “to be seasoned.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the salt will receive the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“with what will it be seasoned?”
Lk 14:34 corrected translation
“Therefore, salt [is] good.  However if the salt also has become tasteless, with what will it be seasoned?”
Mt 5:13, “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again?  It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.”

Mk 9:50, “Salt is good; but if the salt becomes unsalty, with what will you make it salty again?  Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, salt [is] good.”

a.  The Lord continues addresses the crowd with a factual statement, followed by a proverbial question.  The factual statement is that salt is good.


b.  Salt is good for two reasons: (1) it can be used as a preservative for meat, and (2) it gives flavor to things that have no flavor or taste very bland.


c.  Elsewhere in the New Testament Jesus calls believers ‘the salt of the earth’, that is, we are the preservatives of human history.  Jesus Christ controls and continues human history for the benefit of believers.  In the same sense as believers being the salt of the earth, so believers are good, beneficial, etc.

2.  “However if the salt also has become tasteless,”

a.  Then comes the contrast to salt being good.  If salt loses it quality of being salt, then it becomes useless.  If salt can’t flavor anything, then it is useless.  If salt cannot preserve anything, then it becomes useless.


b.  Likewise, if the believer is no longer under the influence of the Holy Spirit, growing in grace, and demonstrating his or her love for God and others, they become tasteless or useless.


c.  The inherent goodness of salt is analogous to the inherent goodness of the believer under the influence of the Holy Spirit and the spiritual life.  But if there is no influence from the Spirit or the spiritual life, then what good is the believer in the resolution of the angelic conflict?  The believer has become useless, if they aren’t will to do what they have been designed by God to do.

3.  “with what will it be seasoned?”

a.  What can you season salt with that has become ‘saltless’ or’ seasonless’?  Nothing.  Saltless salt can’t be made salty again.


b.  By analogy, once a believer gives up on being a disciple of Jesus, then they have become tasteless.  They are like lukewarm water that one spews out of their mouth.


c.  This analogy is not about a believer who sins with no possibility of recovering.  It is about a believer who does not count the cost of being a disciple and gives up after beginning the process.  The conjunction “therefore,” which begins the statement ties this proverbial question to two previous examples as one teaching unit.  Just as it is the believer who begins to be a disciple and then decides the quit, so that same believer becomes tasteless or useless in the execution of the spiritual life.  Jesus is warning those who believe in the crowd, that if they intend to follow Him as a disciple, they had better count the cost ahead of time and not turn out to be useless in the end.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Salt typifies the religious and moral quality which is an inner mark of the disciple and the loss of which will make him worthless.”


b.  “Jesus raises a new question through the picture of salt.  Salt functions as seasoning, fertilizer [according to several other commentators salt was never a fertilizer
], or preservative (Job 6:6; Lk 14:35).  While it is salty, it is good because it has a valuable function.  But once salt has shown itself to be of no value, it is worthless.  How does such a situation arise? In the ancient world, a couple of settings are possible. Bakers covered the floor of their ovens with salt to give a catalytic effect on the burning fuel, which was usually cattle dung. After a time, the effect wore off and the salt was thrown away.  The salt loses its saltiness and is thrown away.  It can no longer season anything.  The question arises as to the force of the figure of speech, which is clearly a warning.  Is it national in scope, warning the nation that judgment is coming for its failure to be ‘seasoning’ for the world?  If so, the warning is much like the parable of the vineyard.  The point then is that the nation does not assess the cost of allying to Jesus and refuses to go God’s way.  To reject Jesus is to cease being salt and results in being cast out by God.  But though the national image fits, an individual application is more natural contextually and fits other uses of the image.  To fail to ally oneself totally to Jesus or to only hear Him from a distance is a tragic waste of what could be a valuable opportunity.  It is to take something potentially useful and make it useless.  The parallel Mt 5:13 is more explicit in applying the image directly to the crowds of potential disciples gathered around Jesus.  Response to Jesus and the resulting difference in life is the point.  To be of use to God, one must respond to Him.  Useless ‘discipleship’ is of no value to God, while useful discipleship pays the price to serve God.”


c.  “Salt is a preservative, and God’s people in this world are helping to retard the growth of evil and decay.  Salt is also a purifying agent, an antiseptic that makes things cleaner.  It may sting when it touches the wound, but it helps to kill infection.  Salt gives flavor to things and, most of all, makes people thirsty.  By our character and conduct, we ought to make others thirsty for the Lord Jesus Christ and the salvation that He alone can give.  Our modern salt is pure and does not lose its flavor, but the salt in Jesus’ day was impure and could lose its flavor, especially if it came in contact with earth.  Once the saltiness was gone, there was no way to restore it, and the salt was thrown out into the street to be walked on.  When a disciple loses his Christian character, he is ‘good for nothing’ and will eventually be walked on by others and bring disgrace to Christ.”


d.  “Jesus climaxed His teaching on discipleship by proclaiming that salt is good only as long as it contains the characteristics of saltiness.  If it loses its saltiness, it has no value at all and is thrown out.  The same is true of disciples.  They must contain the characteristics of discipleship—planning and willing sacrifice—or they are of no value at all.”


e.  “Although salt is good, if it were to lose its saltiness it would be useless—either for its taste or its agronomic [the science of soil management] applications.  By analogy, those who attempt to journey with Jesus without a thoroughgoing commitment to God’s purpose, an allegiance to God that relativizes all other relationships and social values, are not worthy of the designation of ‘disciple’.”


f.  “The Synoptics all record sayings in which Jesus compares His disciples to salt and refers to the uselessness of salt that has lost its salinity.  Mt 5:13 emphasizes that Jesus’ disciples must be a blessing and preservative in the world; Mk 9:50 emphasizes that they must be faithful to their covenant relationship with one another; and Lk 14:34 emphasizes that they must maintain their allegiance to Christ.”


g.  “The point is that disciples who do not live like disciples are worth as much as unsalty salt: nothing.”


h.  “A Christian is supposed to be a catalyst to promote spiritual growth; if our lives are not Spirit—centered they are useless in God’s sight.  Note that it is men, not God, who cast the useless salt out; so this metaphor depicts the fact that the world despises an uncommitted Christian and rejects him as being worthless for anything: he is neither one thing nor the other, and so becomes an object of contempt.”


i.  “Salt is a stable compound.  Technically it cannot lose its saltiness.  But it can be diluted when mixed with impurities, thus losing its saltiness.  The image of salt, coming here on the heels of the three conditions of discipleship, expresses the willingness of the disciple to give his life totally to Jesus Christ.  Even as salt can lose its saltiness, so commitment to Christ can deteriorate.  If the saltiness is lost, the disciple is useless and fit for nothing but to be tossed out. He does not lose his salvation, but he bears no fruit for the Savior.  But the disciple who is dynamically committed to Jesus in respect to family, the cross, and money is a powerful agent of the kingdom!  His life is delivered from insipid blandness.  His presence is always felt.  He seasons the life of family, friends, church, and society.  His life brims with vitality.”


j.  Once the saltiness is gone out of salt, nothing can restore the saltiness to that salt again.  Both ideas are beyond nature—salt losing its saltiness and having it restored.  Yet Jesus speaks of both as if men had found the former and had tried the latter.  The entire connection from verse 26 onward shows that by salt Jesus means ‘being My disciple’.  One may return to the old love, refuse to bear the cross, again trust in his old possessions.  It would be just as unnatural as salt losing it saltiness.  Some disciples become renegades, and they are then hopeless, good for nothing.”
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