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 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS plus the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, which together mean “So then.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS plus the preposition EK plus the ablative of the whole from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you.”  Next we have the appositional nominative from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who.”  Then we have the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present middle indicative from the verb APOTASSW, which means “to give up.”


The present tense is customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur, but is not yet taking place.


The middle voice is a dynamic or indirect middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of the subject in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS with the dative neuter plural articular present active participle of the verb HUPARCHW, which means “all possessions.”
  Modifying this participle is the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “one’s own: his own.”


The present tense is customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur, but is not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that the person who wants to be a disciple of Jesus is expected to produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“So then, all of you who do not give up all of his own possessions”
 is the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present deponent middle indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which describes a universally applicable static fact.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the would-be disciple) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a static fact.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive.

Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My” with the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “disciple.”

“are not able to be My disciple.”
Lk 14:33 corrected translation
“So then, all of you who do not give up all of his own possessions are not able to be My disciple.”
Explanation:
1.  “So then, all of you who do not give up all of his own possessions”

a.  Having concluded His two illustrating parables, Jesus now comes to a grand conclusion.  His conclusion is inferred from the principle of the previous two parables to sit down and count the cost of being a disciple before you determine to become a disciple.


b.  This principle applies primarily to all believers who really want to become a disciple of Jesus.  In a much smaller sense the principle applies to the unbeliever who wants to become a believer.  Unbelievers don’t necessarily have to give up anything to become believers, although in Jewish society, the person who became a believer in Jesus was ostracized from their Jewish family and Jewish society.  So in a roundabout sense they were risking being given up by their family and people, but technically they weren’t giving up anything or anyone.  But believers are being asked by Jesus to be willing to give up everything for Him.


c.  The classic example of this is the rich young ruler of Mk 10:17-30, who was told by Jesus, “Then after looking at him, Jesus loved him and said to him, ‘One thing is lacking in your case: go and sell everything that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’  However, after being appalled at this statement, he went away being grieved; for he was having much property,” Mk 10:21-22 cf. Lk 18:18ff.


d.  Is this statement hyperbole on the part of Jesus?  Yes, and No.  Jesus is not saying to all believers must give up all possessions to follow Him.  If that were true, children would die by not being provided for by their parents.  Marriages would break up from lack of ability to support one another.  All Christians would become beggars and a drain on society, which would then turn against them, ostracize them, with the resulting slow death of all believers and followers.  In Acts, where it says that believers shared all things in common, that does not mean that they gave away all that they owned.  They shared with others as others had needs.  They didn’t make themselves all destitute.  So what about Jesus’ injunction to the rich young ruler to go and give away all his possessions and come, follow Him?  That was a special case for a special person with a special problem.  He loved his possessions more than anything else in life.  He wasn’t willing to part with anything he owned.


d.  So what does the Lord really want each of us to do?  He wants us to be willing to give up mother, father, brothers, sisters, family, relatives, and friends, if necessary, in order to believe in Him and have eternal life.  He wants us to be willing to give up everything we value, own, hold dear, and possess in life to obey Him and do what He wills for our life.  If that means martyrdom, then so be it.  If that means selling or giving away all we have for some special purpose or reason, then so be it.  The point is that we should not expect to be a true disciple of the Master unless we are willing to give up all things for Him.


e.  Remember when Peter said in Mt 19:27, ‘we have left everything and followed You’?  He didn’t leave his wife or children or give away the clothes on his back.  But he did give up his home in Capernaum and the fishing business.


f.  Paul stated the principle this way: “Whatever things had been gains to me, these things I have considered damage [disadvantage] because of Christ.  But rather I even consider all things [of human celebrityship] to be disadvantage for the advantage of the surpassing greatness of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, because of Whom I have forfeited all things [as a Jewish celebrity], (which I keep on regarding as excrement), in order that I may gain Christ,” Phil 3:7-8.
2.  “are not able to be My disciple.”

a.  The Lord concludes this statement with a dogmatic fact.  A disciple is a person who had to walk away from their family, friends, loved ones, profession, business, etc. and turn their life over to the direction of their tutor/mentor/teacher/rabbi/philosopher.  The teacher ‘owned’ the student’s time and activities.  The student/disciple did everything the teacher did, watched everything the teacher did, copied everything the teacher did, obeyed everything the teacher said, etc.


b.  Jesus asked for complete and total dedication to Him, His teachings, and His spiritual life.  This is the cost we must count.  For example, suppose you have been given the gift of pastor-teacher, but you don’t want to be a pastor.  Too bad.  The Lord needs you to be a pastor, whether you want to do it or not.  It is not about what you want any more.  It is about what He wants and needs.  So you learn the original languages of Scripture; you study theology; you read Church history; you prepare, study, and prepare some more.  And maybe, just maybe, you might get a chance to use your gift.  If you say ‘no’ to all of this you are still a believer, but you have really lost out on being a disciple, because you really didn’t want to do all that was required of you as a disciple.  And if we are not able to do all the Lord requires of us, then we are not able to be His disciple.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The minor details [of life] do not matter.  The spirit of self-sacrifice is the point.”


b.  “Jesus has applied His illustrations; so now He introduces another cost of discipleship.  Discipleship is more than ‘hating’ family or bearing a cross: one must also distance oneself from materialistic attachment to the world. The use of HOUTWS (= in the same way) makes the comparison.  The disciple is to renounce possessions.  A disciple’s attachments are potentially the most destructive thing for discipleship.  Hating family and self equals renouncing all possessions, that is, all earthly attachments.  The will to renounce all possessions and to ally oneself totally to Jesus is the essence of discipleship.  Jesus is first.  He is the one object of focus.  Persevering with Jesus means being attached to Him, not to possessions.  The force of this radical call is ‘all are called to be prepared for it although it will not be a reality for all’.  If Jesus offers what He says He offers, then there can be no greater possession than following Him.  Jesus seeks to lead people in doing the Father’s will, offering to the disciple the treasures of heaven.  One is not really an effective, worthy disciple without this attitude.  The one who comes to Jesus is to realize this standard.  Jesus is not a minimalist when it comes to commitment.  It is not how little one can give that is the question, but how much God deserves.”


c.  “A ‘disciple’ is a learner, one who attaches himself or herself to a teacher in order to learn a trade or a subject.  Perhaps our nearest modern equivalent is ‘apprentice,’ one who learns by watching and by doing.  Jesus seems to make a distinction between salvation and discipleship.  Salvation is open to all who will come by faith, while discipleship is for believers willing to pay a price.”


d.  “The idea of self-denial is everywhere present in the NT understanding of Christian discipleship.  This is especially true in Jesus’ teaching (for example: Mt 5:38–48; 10:37–39; Mk 9:33–35; Lk 14:25–35; Jn 12:24–26; 13:38).”


e.  “The Essenes devoted all their property to the community; some radical Greek philosophers espoused the same kind of teaching.  But the rest of early Judaism and, even more, Greco-Roman society at large rejected such fanaticism; Judaism stressed giving to charity but not divestiture of possessions. Jesus’ disciples did not become property-less but shared all that they had (Acts 2:44–45).  Nevertheless, Jesus would sound like one of the radical teachers, because he claims that anyone who values possessions more than people—and so holds onto them rather than meeting known needs—is not being his disciple.”


f.  “So every man faces two questions: (1) Is he prepared to pay the cost of being Jesus’ disciple? (2) Can he afford not to pay the cost of being Jesus’ disciple?  We do well, when pondering the commitment Jesus requires of believers, to balance this call with His promise, ‘My yoke is easy, My burden is light.’ It still applies.”


g.  “When money or the things it can buy makes us hesitant about doing what we feel the Lord is calling us to do, we are the disciples of things, not of Christ.  Would-be disciples need to think about it, then say, ‘Lord, all I have is yours.’”
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