John 1:1
Luke 14:27




 is the nominative subject from the qualitative indefinite relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “Whoever” plus the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” and the third person singular present active indicative from the verb BASTAZW, which means “to carry.”


The present tense is a customary present for an action that typically and normally is expected to take place.  This can also be regarded as a descriptive present for what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite ‘whoever’ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun STAUROS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “his own cross.”

“Whoever is not carrying his own cross”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: coming.”

The present tense is a customary present for an action that typically and normally is expected to take place.  This can also be regarded as a descriptive present for what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite ‘whoever’ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition OPISW plus the adverbial genitive of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “behind or after Me.”

“and coming after Me”
 is the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is a static and gnomic present for an unchanging universal fact.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the person coming to Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”


The present tense is a static/gnomic present (see above).


The active voice indicates that the person coming to Jesus produces the state of being.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive.

Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “My disciple.”

“is not able to be My disciple.”
Lk 14:27 corrected translation
“Whoever is not carrying his own cross and coming after Me is not able to be My disciple.”
Lk 9:23, “Now He was saying to everyone, ‘If anyone wishes to come follow Me [and he does], he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.’”
Mk 8:34, “And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.’”

Mt 16:24, “Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.’”

Explanation:
1.  “Whoever is not carrying his own cross”

a.  The qualitative indefinite pronoun ‘whoever’ refers to believers only, since (1) unbelievers aren’t willing to follow Jesus (see the next clause), and (2) are not about to sacrifice themselves on His behalf (martyrdom).


b.  The implication of this statement is that a believer should be willing to face death in the same manner and for the same reasons as the Lord Jesus Christ.  Carrying one’s cross is a reference to being lead to the place of crucifixion, which means facing certain physical death for one’s beliefs.  Carrying one’s cross is a metaphor for being willing to die.  In this case that death is a martyr’s death.


c.  The phrase “his own” emphasizes the personal responsibility of being will to die because of what you believe to be true and right.  In other words your beliefs, values, etc. are more important to you than your own life.  You believe in something or Someone for which you are willing to die.


d.  An unspoken expectation of this statement is that there are some people who are willing to die for the Lord Jesus Christ, that is, because they believe in Him as the Son of God and their Savior, and there are some people who are not willing to die for Him.


e.  Those who are not carrying their own cross, that is, being willing to die for their faith in Jesus are not true followers of Jesus and are not able to be His disciple, as explained in the next two clauses.

2.  “and coming after Me”

a.  In addition to carrying their own cross, there were those following Jesus at that moment on the road to Jerusalem, who were not really coming behind or after Him.  They may have been literally following Him on the road, but they were not really following Him in the sense that they believed in Him as their God, Messiah, and Savior.


b.  There is a double meaning to the words “coming behind/after Me.”  In one sense these words refer to being a follower of Jesus during His first advent as the Twelve disciples were.  They were His “followers” in the sense of being His disciples and apostles.  In another sense these words refer to going to martyrdom like Jesus after His crucifixion.  In this sense Jesus is prophesying what will be true for some Christians in the future.  They will come after Jesus in time, when they experience their martyrdom.

3.  “is not able to be My disciple.”

a.  Jesus then makes the exact same statement at the end of this statement/verse as He did in the previous statement/verse.  The wording is identical in the Greek and the meaning is identical.


b.  Therefore, the Lord has set up an important condition for being a true disciple of Jesus—the person must be willing to continue following after Jesus even in the face of certain death for their faith in Him.  A true disciple of Jesus is willing to die for their faith in Him, just as He was willing to die for His faith in the Father’s plan of eternal salvation.


c.  Jesus is challenging the crowd He is addressing.  He is indirectly telling them, don’t follow Me unless you intend to follow Me all the way to crucifixion.  If you really want to be a student of Me as students are of their Rabbis, then be prepared and willing to be crucified with Me or after Me.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Each follower has a cross which he must bear as Jesus did his.”
  What kind of cross, literal or metaphorical or allegorical?  This kind of comment is useless, because it explains nothing of value.  It merely states a platitude, which has no applicable sense.


b.  “As He declares what real discipleship means, Jesus has a second area of concern: one must be able to bear one’s own cross.  The process of discipleship is stressed here, not the decision to enter into it, since bastazei = to carry and erchetai = to come) are both present tense.  Luke looks at the willingness to go through the process of suffering.  Jesus bore a cross as He marched to his death (Jn 19:17).  To follow Jesus means to follow in suffering, for the world rejects the disciple.  The figure of cross-bearing denotes a willingness to bear the pain of persecution as a result of following Jesus.  In the constant willingness to suffer reproach, the disciple follows the path that Jesus took and honors the desire to ‘come after Me’.  This phrase means to follow in someone’s path.  As such, it is an allusion to allegiance and obedience. The disciple is ready to share Jesus’ fate of rejection by the world (1 Jn 3:13; Jn 15:18–19; 17:14).”


c.  “Jesus seems to make a distinction between salvation and discipleship.  Salvation is open to all who will come by faith, while discipleship is for believers willing to pay a price.  Salvation means coming to the cross and trusting Jesus Christ, while discipleship means carrying the cross and following Jesus Christ.  Jesus wants as many sinners saved as possible, but He cautions us not to take discipleship lightly; and He made it clear that there is a price to pay.”


d.  “The second difficult qualification Jesus stressed was that one must carry his cross and follow Jesus.  When the Roman Empire crucified a criminal or captive, the victim was often forced to carry his cross part of the way to the crucifixion site.  Carrying his cross through the heart of the city was supposed to be a tacit admission that the Roman Empire was correct in the sentence of death imposed on him, an admission that Rome was right and he was wrong.  So when Jesus enjoined His followers to carry their crosses and follow Him, He was referring to a public display before others that Jesus was right and that the disciples were following Him even to their deaths.  This is exactly what the religious leaders refused to do.”


e.  “Again, as in Lk 9:23, bearing the cross is used as a metaphor of discipleship—indeed, as a requirement for one’s identity as a disciple.  Such persons would live as though they were condemned to death by crucifixion, oblivious to the pursuit of noble status, finding no interest in securing one’s future via securing obligations from others or by stockpiling possessions, free to identify with Jesus in his dishonorable suffering.  Importantly, both statements concerning the conditions of discipleship are addressed to ‘whoever,’ a reminder that the invitation is an open one.”


f.  “No one would choose this fate for oneself, but Jesus calls true disciples to choose it and thus to hate their own lives by comparison with their devotion to him.”


g.  “Jesus was operating in a climate of increasing hostility; that quite naturally raised the question of what would happen to those who followed Him, for the opposition He faced could naturally be expected to extend in their direction.  Jesus expects His disciples to unconditionally subject their lives to Him, whereas no other teacher could legitimately presume to make such a demand.”


h.  “Disciples must be prepared to deny themselves completely—whether carry his cross means literally to be ready for martyrdom or metaphorically to ‘die’ to all personal desires.”


i.  “Discipleship requires everything.  There are no exceptions.  No one has ever become a disciple of Christ and lived a life of ease!  You can search the writings of the apostolic church and you will find no exception.  You can check every writing and personal vignette during the first 400 years of the church and you will find no disciple lounging on a bed of constant comfort. The same is true of the Dark Ages and the Renaissance and the Reformation and the 500 years of intervening history.  Discipleship calls for sacrifice.”
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