John 1:1
Luke 14:11



 is the causal or explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “Because” or “For.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS plus the articular present active participle of the verb HUPSOW, which means “to exalt.”


The adjective PAS with the article, which functions as a relative pronoun, means “everyone who.”


The present tense is a customary present for what typically or normally occurs.  This can also be regarded as a gnomic present, expressing a universal truth, a commonly accepted fact, a maxim, etc.


The active voice indicates that arrogant people produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “himself.”  This is followed by the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb TAPEINOW, which means “to be humbled; to be humiliated.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (the arrogant person) will receive the action of being humbled.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb TAPEINOW, which means “to humble.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”


The present tense is a customary/gnomic present for what universally and typically occurs.


The active voice indicates that any person can produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “himself.”  Finally, we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb HUPSOW, which means “to be exalted.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (the humble person) will receive the action of being exalted.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.’”
Lk 14:11 corrected translation
“For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.’”
Lk 18:14b, “for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Mt 23:12, “Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.”
Explanation:
1.  “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,”

a.  The Lord concludes His teaching with an explanation of the entire illustration, which is summarized in one simple principle.  The principle applies to everyone—the lawyers, Pharisees, His disciples, all believers, and all unbelievers.  The principle is universal in its application.


b.  The person who exalts himself or herself is self-centered, self-absorbed, selfish, full of themselves, that is, everything is about self.  This status is the core characteristic of arrogance.  Self-centered people are arrogant people.  They care about no one but themselves.  They have to be the center of attention as demonstrated by how these men rushed to get the seats of honor.


c.  Jesus affirms as a dogmatic principle of truth that all arrogant, self-centered, and selfish people will be humbled.  This humiliation will take place at the judgment seat of Christ for all Church Age believers, at the Second Advent for all tribulational believers and unbelievers, and for all millennial believers and unbelievers at the last judgment.  Every time God has a judgment it involves the humbling of arrogance.  This can be seen in the three falls of Satan.   He was humbled when He was cast out of the third heaven, will be humbled again when confined to the earth in the Tribulation, and when cast into the eternal lake of fire.


d.  All unbelievers will be humbled in the end; for all unbelievers ultimately believed in arrogance that something else was more important to them and more true to them than the love the God had for them.  Their rejection of the love of God is the ultimate arrogance in life.

2.  “and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.’”

a.  There is another side to this coin, which the Lord now addresses.  The person who humbles himself is the person who is generally not self-centered, full of themselves, and filled with arrogance and approbation lust.  This is a general characteristic of believers; for anyone who has truly looked at their status of total depravity and understood their need for salvation has a hard time being arrogant about themselves.  The reality of total depravity has a way of bringing the believer face to face with the fact they have nothing to be arrogant about.


b.  Implied in this statement is the reality that all people have the free will to humble themselves.  No one has to remain locked into their arrogance.  People remain arrogant because they want to be arrogant and selfish.  Believers normally see themselves for what they are and humble themselves before the love of God, seeking His salvation by believing in Him.


c.  The believer in the Lord Jesus Christ will be exalted.  The process of this exaltation will begin the moment they die with the reception of an interim body, while they await the reception of their resurrection body.  The process continues with their life in heaven while awaiting the resurrection of the Church.  The process continues again with the resurrection of the Church.  Exaltation occurs with the second advent of Christ as we come with Him in this great event.  Exaltation continues throughout His millennial reign and with His victory over the Gog/Magog revolution.  Finally, exaltation occurs with the creation of the new heavens and new earth.  So you see, our exaltation coincides with the exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ and continues as a process throughout the rest of history and beyond.


d.  As the Lord Jesus Christ is exalted, so we are exalted with Him; for we are in union with Him.


e.  Jesus was making an appeal to these lawyers and Pharisees to accept and receive the only true exaltation in life by believing and trusting in His love for them.  He never stopped trying to evangelize them.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “For Jesus, the real issue is humility, which God honors with exaltation.  The theme of future reversal is common in Luke.  The proud will be brought down and the humble exalted.  The passage has OT roots and Jewish parallels (Ezek 21:26; 17:24).  Jesus tells how God will treat both the proud and the humble.  Such wisdom is not merely practical but has spiritual, future overtones.”


b.  “This recalls Jesus’ earlier statement that those who are last will be first and those who are first will be last (13:30).”


c.  “The aphorism [a short, pithy, popular wisdom saying] of verse 11, then, must first be read as an indication of what God values, of what is most highly valued in the kingdom of God, and of the basis on which judgment will be enacted.”


d.  “Jesus is not, of course, commending the hypocritical attitude which deliberately takes a lower place in order to be publicly exalted later.”


e.  “Jesus stated this as an immutable law, an axiom of the kingdom.  This is what God in Christ does.  Humbling the proud and exalting the humble is an essential kingdom principle and work.  ‘Will be humbled’ and ‘will be exalted’ are what New Testament scholars call theological passives—it is God who humbles the proud and exalts the humble.  It is his personal work.  The Pharisees’ and scribes’ undignified scramble for the most honored seats identified pride as a particularly damning sin of the religious.  Jesus uses this axiom again in reference to the scribes and Pharisees as a prelude to his seven woes against them in Mt 23:12.  Jesus’ axiom is equally penetrating and appropriate today—because it is not believed! Washington, D.C. doesn’t believe it, despite its nods to the likes of Billy Graham and Mother Teresa.  The Democratic and Republican Parties do not believe it.  Listen to the campaign rhetoric.  Professional athletes do not believe it.  Business executives do not believe it.  Has Wall Street ever advertised executive positions as especially available to the humble and lowly of heart?  The high church does not believe it either, with its penchant for vestments, sedan chairs, and miters.  Neither does the low church with its shiny designer suits, coifed hairdos, and telethons.”


f.  “With God only genuine humility counts, which neither pushes itself forward nor cunningly schemes to get itself pushed forward; and this (genuine humility) God invariably rewards.”
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