John 1:1
Luke 13:9



 is the combination of the conjunction KAI and the third class conditional particle EAN,
 which means “and if” plus the coordinating conjunction MEN…DE (see the next Greek clause below), which sets up an opposing contrast “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, do, or produce.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the fig tree produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, used in conditional clauses to indicate the possibility of the action happening or not happening.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KARPOS, which means “fruit.”  Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of measure of extent of time from the neuter singular articular present active participle of the verb MELLW, which means “to come to pass.”  This is an idiom meaning “in the future; next year.”
  There is no word “fine” in the Greek text as translated by the NASB.  In Attic Greek the apodosis of this conditional idiom was frequently not stated, because it was understood.  Therefore, we can add an apodosis, such as “[good, fine, great, excellent, etc.],” but it should be in brackets to indicate that it is an ellipsis.  I think ‘fine’ is too tame for God’s attitude toward Israel, if their response to Jesus’ ministry is positive.  God would be think it to be more than just ‘fine’.  Their positive response would be ‘great’.  “The suppression of the apodosis in Lk 13:9 amounts to aposiopesis. [the deliberate breaking off of a thought]”

“and if on the one hand it produces fruit next year, [great];”
 is the last half of the MEN…DE construction, which with the conditional particle EI and the enclitic particle GE, which, “when appended to other words serves to focus the attention upon a single idea, and place it, as it were, in the limelight.  In oral utterance it would be accompanied by a change in pitch of voice at certain points in the context, and a translator may use an adverb or indicate the point through word order, choice of typeface, or punctuation.”
  The combination of these four words means “otherwise.”
  This is followed by the second person singular future active indicative used as an imperative mood from the verb EKKOPTW, which means “to cut down.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the owner of the vineyard/orchard will produce the action of having the fig tree cut down by the gardener.


The indicate mood is declarative, but functions like an imperative order.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” and referring to the fig tree.

“otherwise, cut it down.”’”
Lk 13:9 corrected translation
“and if on the one hand it produces fruit next year, [great]; otherwise, cut it down.”’”
Explanation:
1.  “and if on the one hand it produces fruit next year, [great];”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Sir, allow it also for this year, until I dig around it and apply manure; and if on the one hand it produces fruit next year, [great]; otherwise, cut it down.”

b.  The gardener/vinedresser (God the Son) continues his appeal to the owner of the vineyard/orchard (God the Father) with the two possible outcomes of His tender, loving care toward the fig tree.  On the one hand the fig tree might respond to all the care and love that is shown toward it and produce fruit.  That outcome would be wonderful, great, outstanding, etc.


c.  Notice that grace always precedes judgment.  God is not against giving people one more chance to respond to the gospel.  But there comes a time when all the chances are used up.  The Pharaoh of the Exodus is the primary example in Scripture of this principle.  He was given ten times to change his mind about letting the Jews go.  He refused until it was too late and his own firstborn son had to die with the rest of the first born of Egypt.


d.  Even though when Jesus said this it was less than a year before His death, resurrection, ascension, session, and Pentecost, God gave Israel forty more years before the destruction of their nation.  The phrase ‘next year’, which is equal to the next period of time when the fig tree would be expected to produce fruit (e.g. the following autumn), is really analogous to the next period of grace—one year ended up being equal to forty years of grace.

2.  “otherwise, cut it down.”’”

a.  On the other hand, if the fig tree does not respond to all the love, care and attention given to it, then the gardener agrees that the tree (the nation and people of Israel) are useless and need to be cut down (destroyed as a nation).


b.  This is the consequence of negative volition to the message of the gospel.  If Israel refuses to believe in Jesus, then they go into the final grace period of warning before the fifth cycle of divine disciples is administered to them.  (The Torah describes five cycles of divine discipline that happen to Israel as a result of their refusal to respond to and obey God.)  For example, the third cycle is economic depression, the forth cycle is military defeat in a foreign land, the fifth cycle is military defeat on your own land.  Israel was already in the third and fourth cycles of discipline.  Their negative response to Jesus would send them into the fifth cycle of disciple, beginning in 66 A.D. with the start of their revolt against Rome and subsequent total destruction.


c.  Jesus was giving a clear warning to the people of Israel and the leaders of the nation of what was going to happen to them, if they did not change their minds about Him and His offer of salvation from their sinfulness.  There were two outcomes from this message.  On the one hand the leaders of Israel understood that Jesus was telling them that they were going to be destroyed and they hated Him for it.  On the other hand the people ignored the warning and continued to blindly follow their leaders to their own destruction.  The vast majority of people had no positive response to Jesus’ warning.

Rom 10:21 “Moreover with reference to Israel He [Jesus Christ] says, ‘I have extended My hands [gospel invitation] the entire day [dispensation of Israel] to a disobedient and obstinate people,’”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The delay involves high stakes.  If the fig tree yields fruit, then all is well. The apodosis is omitted, but the conclusion in the face of fruit-bearing is clear: the tree will remain.  But if the tree fails a fourth year, it will fail no more; it will be cut down by the owner.  The verse has a subtle grammatical element.  The if clause that mentions the bearing of fruit is a third-class condition, while the if clause about the absence of fruit is a first-class condition.  This difference suggests that the absence of fruit is more immediate—and thus more likely—than fruit being present, a detail suggested also by the broken construction for fruit-bearing versus the completed construction for absence of fruit.  The point is that the time left to repent is short and the prospect of their doing so is not good.  The image is much like John the Baptist’s warning that the ax lies at the root of the tree (Lk 3:9).  A quick response is needed, for once the time is up, it will be too late.  When this time passes, nothing more can be done for this generation of the nation.  Literarily, the parable’s ending is open-ended, awaiting an appropriate response by those it represents.”


b.  “It is significant that the parable was open-ended, so that the listeners had to supply the conclusion.”


c.  “This parable illustrates the point made in Lk 13:1–5 that judgment comes on those who do not repent.”


d.  “This parable marks the close of this Judean sermon; the last words Jesus left ringing in the ears of that Judean audience were, ‘You shall cut it down.’  This was a solemn, ominous concluding warning to the population of Judea.”


e.  “The situation of the nation was like that of a tree that produced no fruit.  It was fit only for destruction, and the ground which it occupied could then be used for a healthy tree.  But just as the owner was prepared to feed it and give it another chance, so God was prepared to allow Israel an opportunity for repentance.  If the people failed to respond, their fate would be their own responsibility.  The servant in the parable may represent Jesus as an advocate to God for undeserving Israel.”


f.  “This is astonishing mercy and grace.  Astonishing because it means that the Lord of the universe, who transcends, sustains, and maintains the vast cosmos, gives us an extended period of grace during which He painstakingly does what He can to bring forth the fruit of repentance.  Such mercy is awesome!”


g.  “This supreme effort of grace cuts off every shadow of excuse; Isa 5:3-5, ‘What could have been done more to My vineyard, that I have not done to it?’”
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