John 1:1
Luke 13:29



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural future active indicative from the verb HĒKW, which means “to come: they will come.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that believers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the feminine plural noun ANTOLĒ, meaning “from east” with the additive use of the conjunction KAI and the feminine plural noun DUSMĒ, meaning “and west” plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI plus the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the masculine singular noun BORRAS, meaning “and from north.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI with the ablative masculine singular noun NOTOS, meaning “and south.”

“And they will come from east and west and from north and south,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb ANAKLINW, which means “to recline at a meal.”
  But this isn’t just any meal, like the reclining for a meal with the feeding of the 5000 or the feeding of the 4000 (same verb is used).  This is a formal banquet of the King with all His invited guests.  It is a banquet of the grandest style.  Therefore, I translate it as “they will be reclined for a banquet.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that Old Testament believers will receive the action of reclining at the banquet table for a feast.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “in the kingdom of God.”

“and will be reclined for a banquet in the kingdom of God.”
Lk 13:29 corrected translation
“And they will come from east and west and from north and south, and will be reclined for a banquet in the kingdom of God.”
Isa 25:6, “The Lord of the armies will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain; a banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow, refined, aged wine.”

Mt 8:11-12, “I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Explanation:
1.  “And they will come from east and west and from north and south,”

a.  The Lord continues His description of the future events at His second advent by describing what believers will do at the beginning of the kingdom of God.  The subject “they” refers to believers all over the world.  Some confine these people to just Jewish believers and talk about the regathering of Israel, which clearly happens at this time and is surely included in this statement.  Others include Gentile believers in this statement and insist that all believers will come to Jerusalem to see the King of Israel and pay their respects.  Luke doesn’t make this fine a distinction, but let’s the reader determine for him or herself who is included.  The Lord’s audience would have regarded this as referring to just Jewish believers, since they had no concept of a mass gathering of Gentile believers ever happening for any reason.  But just because these Jewish unbelievers couldn’t or wouldn’t conceive of Gentiles being saved doesn’t mean that they could not be included in this gathering.


b.  These believers will come from two sets of directions: (1) from east and west; and (2) from north and south.  There doesn’t seem to be any special significance in the order of the directions, and the coming of each group seems to be simultaneous.  The point is that believers will come to Jerusalem from around the world after the second advent of Christ.  The Jews will come to be regathered in their land as promised throughout the Old Testament.  Gentile believers will come to pay homage to the King and to celebrate His victory over Satan and the Antichrist and the False Prophet.

2.  “and will be reclined for a banquet in the kingdom of God.”

a.  One of the results of this gathering of believers is to celebrate the victory of the Lord Jesus Christ over the Prince of the power of the air and his followers.  This victory will be celebrated with a victory banquet in the kingdom of God.  The invited guests are the believers alive on the earth at the conclusion of the Tribulation, the Tribulational martyrs, and the Old Testament believers (as signified by the Patriarchs and Prophets of Israel previously mentioned).  All of the Jewish believers of human history will be at this banquet in the kingdom of God.  It celebrates, not only the victory over Satan, but the fulfillment of God’s unconditional covenants to Israel.  Therefore, all Jewish believers of history are involved and present.


b.  Will there be Gentile believers who survive the Tribulation present?  Probably, why not?  What reason would God have to exclude them?  Have they not been grafted in to the tree of true Israel? (Rom 11)  Yes, of course they have.  There is room in the kingdom for all who believe in Christ.  Is the Lord inclusive or exclusive?  He is inclusive and is not willing that any should be left out.


c.  This banquet will probably be the greatest banquet in the history of the world up to that time.  Will there be many more in the future?  Probably.  I like to think that there will be another after the resolution of the Gog/Magog revolution at the end of the Lord’s millennial reign on earth.  In addition, I like to think that there will be another great banquet celebrating the creation of the new heavens and new earth.  And there will be no end to the celebrations in the eternal state.


d.  The state of the unbelievers in Torments and the state of believers in the kingdom is so vastly different that the motivation to not accept the offer of eternal salvation proves without question the locked-in negative volition of the enemies of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Nothing He could say to them was going to change their minds.


e.  The statement by Jesus in this verse is the answer to the question of verse 23, “Lord, are few being saved?”  The answer is ‘No’, they will come from the four corners of the earth.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In contrast to those who are absent from the kingdom are those who are present.  They will come from everywhere.  Such imagery for the gathering of God’s elect is common in the OT, where it usually referred to the dispersed, defeated Gentiles who come to worship God in Zion, as Israel also reclaims its authority in ultimate victory.  In Luke the direct beneficiaries are from a broader spectrum of races.  In addition, there is no emphasis on Israelite sovereignty.  These Gentiles, in contrast to the crowd, will sit down at the blessed banquet table with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the prophets.  As Acts 10–11 makes clear, God’s active work is required to actualize the universal implications in the passage.  A pattern in God’s saving activity is alluded to here; but the pattern has a surprising feature, a feature that would shock Jesus’ Jewish audience.  The gathering of people from every nation and race for the banquet has not been anticipated.  Even the disciples are slow to realize this part of the program.  Jesus suggests it here, but God must direct its implementation in anticipation of the final celebration Jesus discusses here.”


b.  “Luke’s earlier emphasis on salvation to the Gentiles (Lk 2:30–32; 12:18–21) appears again with the four winds representing the four corners of the earth, including the scattered remnant of faithful Israel wherever they may be found and, with them, the faithful of the world (Isa 11:11–16; 43:5–6; 60).”


c.  “Here Jesus could refer to the gathering of the Jews dispersed outside Palestine, but in the context of Luke-Acts (and the parallel in Mt 8:11–12) the point is much more shocking: Gentiles will participate in the kingdom, reclining (the posture used for feasts) at the messianic banquet, from which many of the people who expected to be there would be excluded.  The four directions were used together to mean ‘everywhere’.”


d.  “Some Jews will be excluded, and in their place will be found Gentiles from all over the world alongside the saintly people of OT times.”


e.  “Unbelieving Israel will be cast out, but believing Gentiles will sit down with the three patriarchs and the redeemed house of Israel.  Because they belong to Christ they are, in Paul’s words, “Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise” (Gal 3:29).  And they will not only be there—but they will be joyously feasting!”


f.  “The subject of the verse is of course the Gentiles and not Diaspora Jews.”
  This commentator is far too quick to exclude Israel, since the Patriarchs and Prophets have already been mentioned.
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