John 1:1
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

 is the inferential use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning: “So; Therefore; or Accordingly.”
  The train of thought is: ‘And yet not one sparrow is forgotten before God.  Therefore, even all the hairs of your head have been counted.”  With this we have the ascensive/adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine plural article, noun THRIX, and adjective PAS, meaning “all the hairs.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun KEPHALĒ plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “of your head.”  Next we have the third person plural perfect passive indicative from the verb ARITHMEW, which means “to be counted.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The passive voice indicates that the hairs of every person’s head have received the action of being counted.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Therefore, even all the hairs of your head have been counted.”
 is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present passive imperative of the verb PHOBEW, which means “to fear; to be afraid.”


The present tense is a tendential and durative present for an action that is expected to begin now, but is not yet taking place.  The action is also expected to continue throughout one’s life.


The passive voice is deponent, which indicates that believers are expected to produce the action through the use of their own volition.


The imperative mood is a command.  The present imperative with a negative is designed to stop an action already in progress.
  It is correctly translated “stop being afraid.”

Then we have the ablative of comparison from the neuter plural adjective POLUS and the noun STROUTHION, meaning “than many sparrows.”  Finally, we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb DIAPHERW, which means “to be worth more than.”


The present tense is a static, gnomic present, which describes the state of being as an universal, unchanging fact.


The active voice indicates that every believer produces the state of being worth more than many sparrows.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Stop being afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”
Lk 12:7 corrected translation
“Therefore, even all the hairs of your head have been counted.  Stop being afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”
Mt 10:30-31, “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  So do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows.”

Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, even all the hairs of your head have been counted.”

a.  The Lord comes to a conclusion based upon what He has previously stated since He began addressing His disciples.  He is still addressing the disciples and indirectly gives them another statement of eternal security.


b.  It is not just that they are more important than many sparrows, and that God knows each one of them individually (just as he does every sparrow), but God even knows the exact number of hairs on the head of every person.  Each hair has been counted.  Is this hyperbole or literally true?  It could be either.  Regardless, the point is that God everything about each one of us down to the finest details.


c.  We don’t need to get involved in silly questions like: ‘Who does the counting, God or does He delegate this to our guardian angel?’ or ‘Do our hairs get counted when we are young or old, since there is a distinct difference?’ or ‘Are they counted and then subtracted as they fall out?’  These kind of questions are ridiculously unnecessary and are no better than the famous Medieval argument over the question of how many angels can dance on the head of a needle.


d.  The fact that God knows every detail of our life includes the most important fact that He knows whether or not we have believed in Christ.  If our hairs are counted, so is our faith in Christ.  And if our faith in Christ is counted, so is our sealing of the Holy Spirit.  And if we are sealed by the Spirit, then we cannot lose our salvation.  The disciples needed to remember this regardless of what the scribes and Pharisees thought of Jesus and in spite of how much they wanted to trip Him up with their questions and have Him killed.

2.  “Stop being afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”

a.  The Lord then tops off one security statement with another.  But first He tells the disciples to stop doing something they are doing.  They are to stop being afraid.  What are they afraid of?  Jesus has come out of the house of the Pharisee into the street and has been followed by the scribes and Pharisees, who are now visibly angry at Jesus and peppering Him with questions that are not seeking information, but attempting to entrap Him.  They have not seen or heard what went on in house of the Pharisee.  So this is all very startling and confusing to them.  It looks like the enemies of Jesus have finally found something against Him or are going to kill Him anyway.  Therefore, the disciples are afraid of what they see going on before them.


b.  The disciples fear they are about to lose Jesus to the hatred and anger of the scribes and Pharisees.  And if they lose Him, they are afraid of losing their own salvation.  If Jesus is killed by His enemies before going to the Cross, then who will be the sacrifice for their sins.  They probably don’t have this sophisticated theological thinking, but they probably had fear for their own lives.  So Jesus reassures them that they are worth more than many sparrows.  Again Jesus gives them an indirect statement of their eternal security.


c.  Jesus is not saying that we are just barely worth more than the cheapest of creatures. The more means “so very much more.”  The price Jesus paid on the Cross for our redemption is beyond calculation.  It is beyond our imagination.  What price can a person put on our Lord’s spiritual death?  It is priceless.  But that is what it took for us to have salvation and eternal security.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “God’s concern for His creatures applies especially to people.  For the third time, Jesus tells the disciples not to fear, this time amplifying the teaching.  The exhortation not to fear involves a basic attitude.  Earlier they were told to fear God, since He alone controls their destiny after death.  Here they are told not to fear; that is, they need not worry about how God will care for them.  God knows their needs and is aware of their situation as they face rejection for their stand for Christ.  Jesus notes that God is aware even of the number of hairs on a person’s head, and He reminds them that they are more important than sparrows.  The argument is a minor-to-major argument typical of Judaism: if God cares for the sparrows, how much more will He care for you, since you are of more value than they are.  Mt 10:30–31 has a virtually identical concept in almost the same wording.”


b.  “God has numbered the very hairs of the head, which convey the idea of innumerableness (Ps 40:12; 69:4).  What God can number, He can also protect, so that not even a hair of the head might ‘fall to the ground’ or ‘perish.’  These phrases express complete safety.”


c.  “The hairs of one’s head being numbered was an Old Testament way of saying that nothing could happen to a person without God allowing it (cf. 1 Sam 14:45; 2 Sam 14:11; 1 Kg 1:52).”


d.  “The tendency to translate this Scripture as saying, ‘God will throw the believer into hell if he reneges’ is to be guarded against because of all the teaching which indicates that the believer is secure in his salvation; indeed, this context handles the same topic, for ‘do not fear,’ was given to ensure that the disciples did not misconstrue this teaching.”


e.  “Medical scientists have computed that a blond person has about 145,000 hairs, a dark-haired person 120,000, and a redhead 90,000.  God knows how much hair we began with, how much hair we have, and how much will remain at the end of our days. His caring knowledge of us is intimate and detailed.  We are made in the ‘image of God’, we are the apex of His created order, and we are the objects of His redemption—He gave His life for us.  God knows every moment exactly what is happening to us.”
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