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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then; So” and transitioning from one rhetorical question to another.  With this we have the interrogative adverb TIS, meaning “why?”  This is followed by the ascensive use [or adjunctive use] of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even, also.”   The combination DE KAI can also be translated “So also,” which is another possibility here.  Next we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of ablative from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “of yourselves.”
  Our English idiom is “to judge/decide “for yourselves.”

“Then why…even for yourselves”
 is the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active indicative of the verb KRINW, which means “to judge; to decide.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that the people in the crowd are not producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective DIKAIOS, meaning “the right thing” i.e., “what is right.”

“do not…decide…what is right?”
Lk 12:57 corrected translation
“Then why do you not even decide for yourselves what it right?”
Explanation:
1.  “Then why do you not even decide for yourselves”

a.  Jesus continues by adding or transitioning to another rhetorical question, which He does not expect the crowd to answer.  He has just asked them why they can’t determine what is happening spiritually at the present time during Jesus’ ministry.  Now He asks them why they can’t figure this out for themselves.


b.  The problem is that the mass of people keep listening to the words of the scribes and Pharisees insisting that it is impossible for Jesus to be the Messiah.  On the one hand the people have heard the teachings of Jesus and seen or heard from other eyewitnesses about most, if not all, of His miracles.  On the other hand they heard the words and accusations of the religious leaders of Israel that Jesus is not, cannot, and never will be the Messiah.  So the people need to decide for themselves.  But instead of making up their own minds, they just keep listening to the blind guides—the scribes and Pharisees.


c.  So Jesus is castigating, scolding, rebuking, criticizing, reprimanding (pick your poison) the people for their failure to use their own common sense in deciding whether or not Jesus is the Christ.  Who else has stopped a hurricane in a second?  Who else has ever healed a person born blind?  Who else has raised someone to life as they were being carried in their funeral procession to their grave?  Who else has ever spoken or taught like Jesus?  No one: not Abraham, not Isaac, not Jacob, not Joseph, not Moses, not Isaiah, not Daniel, not Jeremiah, not even John the Baptist.


d.  Notice that the decision about the Lord Jesus Christ is a personal and individual decision.  Every person will account for their own decision.  No one will ever be able to blame another person, their parents, their religious leaders, their national leaders, Satan, false teachers, or anyone else.  We all have to decide for ourselves Who is right and what is right.

2.  “what it right?”

a.  So the question for every person of the human race throughout history is: what is right?  Is Jesus the Christ, or not?  Is Jesus the Messiah, or not?  Is Jesus the King of Israel, or not?  Are the scribes and Pharisees right, or not?  Is Jesus a fake, a liar, a charlatan, a con man, or not?  This question can just as easily be “Who is right?”  Was Jesus right in His claims about Himself to be the Son of God or were the scribes, Pharisees and leaders of Israel right about Him being a blasphemer and liar?


b.  The ultimate answer to this question came from God the Father and God the Holy Spirit who together raised Jesus from the dead and raised Him into heaven where He is seated at the right hand of the Father.  The ultimate validity to the person of Jesus the Christ is His resurrection, ascension, and session.  These things give us the unequivocal answer to the question we must all answer for ourselves.


c.  The three members of the Trinity are right.  Satan and millions of fallen angels, all the unbelievers of human history, and especially the leaders of Israel are wrong.


d.  Your personal salvation from the lake of fire hangs on the answer to this question, and there can be only one right answer.


e.  Our Lord’s question is timeless in that it applies to every generation of human history, but it is not timeless for the people who have to answer this question.  The religious leaders and the crowd only had to the end of their lives to answer the question correctly and the fall of Jerusalem was only forty years away.  How much longer do you have to get the answer right?  What about your family and friends?  What about the lost and dying world?

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The time for personal reflection has come [‘for yourselves’], and so Jesus calls the crowd to consider the correct judgment, the wise course of action.  In the next verse Jesus uses an illustration to picture the danger for anyone who fails to evaluate the times correctly: a debtor who must pay every last cent unless things are made right.  In context, the point is that one should consider the nature of the time and respond appropriately to one’s spiritual indebtedness.  Lk 12:57 has no Synoptic parallel.”


b.  “If they were able to judge for themselves the nature of Jesus’ ministry, they would act now in order to avoid future judgment.”


c.  “Verse 57 was an appeal to individual Israelites to abandon the national decision and, in their own initiative make a judgment independent from that of their leaders.”


d.  “God was giving them the clear truth, so that under its influence and power they could of themselves decide the right thing to do, namely to believe in the His grace and to flee from the wrath to come.  Why did they not judge the right thing?  They could, but they would not.  They remained as they were, unsoftened by grace, unmoved by the approaching judgment.  These were sharp words, but they still contained the call of grace, if only these people would at last hear.”
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