John 1:1
Luke 12:56



 is the vocative masculine plural from the noun HUPOKRITĒS, which means “Hypocrites!”

“Hypocrites!”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PROSWPON plus the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “the appearance of the earth.”
  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “the sky.”  This is followed by the second person plural perfect active indicative of the verb OIDA, which means “to know: you know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes the present state resulting from a past action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus’ audience produces the act of knowing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the present active infinitive of the verb DOKIMAZW, which means “to examine; to evaluate.”


The present tense is a customary present, describing what normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that Jesus’ audience can and does produce the action.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive (infinitive of indirect object).

“You know to examine the appearance of the earth and the sky;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KAIROS with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this present age.”
  Then we have the interrogative adverb PWS, meaning “how?; how is it that?”  This is followed by the negative OUK plus the second person plural perfect active indicative of the verb OIDA, which means “to know: do you not know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes the present state resulting from a past action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus’ audience produces the act of knowing something.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Finally, we have the present active infinitive of the verb DOKIMAZW, which means “to examine; to evaluate.”  The morphology is the same as with its previous use.

“however, how do you not know to examine this present age?”
Lk 12:56 corrected translation
“Hypocrites!  You know to examine the appearance of the earth and the sky; however, how do you not know to examine this present age?”
Mt 16:3, “And in the morning, ‘There will be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times?”
Explanation:
1.  “Hypocrites!”

a.  Jesus continues with an exclamatory criticism of the vast majority of the people in the crowd.  He calls them what they are—hypocrites.  A hypocrite is a person who says one thing, but does another.  Clearly Jesus is not talking to His disciples (other than Judas, who is the ultimate hypocrite).  In what way are these people in the crowd hypocrites, since they haven’t said anything?



(1)  The Jewish people declared that they ‘loved’ God, but they refused to believe in Jesus.



(2)  These people thought that Jesus was a wonderful person for healing so many people, and yet, they refused to accept Him as their Messiah.



(3)  These people kept wanting Jesus to establish His kingdom, but weren’t interested in His spiritual kingdom—the kingdom not of this world.


b.  The crowd thought that they could see the future coming from their knowledge of their Scriptures, just as they could tell what the weather would be by looking to the west and feeling the hot winds from the south.  But they couldn’t discern what was happening historically right in front of their face with the advent and spiritual life and teachings of the Son of God.


c.  They thought they knew it all, when in reality they knew nothing.  Their love for God was a fake love.  Their willingness to obey God was a false willingness.  They were hypocrites in every sense of the word.

2.  “You know to examine the appearance of the earth and the sky;”

a.  Jesus then explains why they are hypocrites, by comparing their meteorological ability with their historical acumen or insight.  The Lord acknowledges that these people know how to examine the appearance of the earth and sky and determine or predict what events are happening or about to happen.


b.  Any unbeliever can use their empirical senses to see a storm coming, feel an earthquake, predict a tsunami after an earthquake, predict a tornado or hurricane, or even predict the direction a wildfire will spread.  There are many natural events that are logical conclusions from the empirical data we have.  For example, if there is a snowstorm in the mountains that accumulates fifteen to twenty feet of snow, will there eventually be some sort of avalanche?  Of course there will.

3.  “however, how do you not know to examine this present age?”

a.  In contrast to what these people were so certain about what they knew, they were ignorant when it came to associating the acts and teaching of Jesus with the predictions in the Old Testament of His coming and Person.  So the Lord asks a rhetorical question that is designed to make them face the reality of their situation—they are unable to read the signs of the time.


b.  The answer to the rhetorical question is that a person knows how to examine that present age by relating the person and work of Jesus to the statements in the Old Testament and the prediction of when He said He would come.  Remember that their scholars all knew that it was the time for the Messiah’s coming and everyone expected him based upon the Old Testament prophecies.  As each of those prophecies were fulfilled in only one Person, it was almost impossible not to recognize Him as the promised Messiah.  Therefore, those who refused to believe in Him had to forcibly reject the fulfillment of the prophecies of their own Scripture.  And the said part is that these same unbelieving Jews are doing the same thing today that their forefathers did two thousand years ago.


c.  What was “the present age”?  It was the end of the age of Israel.  It was the age of the first advent of Christ.  It was the age of the fulfillment of all the Old Testament prophecies about the Christ.  The greatest sign given by Jesus thus far in His public ministry that He was the Messiah was His miracles of healing and control of nature (walking on water; stopping a hurricane on Lake Galilee), raising the dead, and teaching as no man has ever taught.  His words and works were irrefutable, and yet He and has works were refuted by most of the people in that crowd.  An even greater sign would be given in His resurrection, which would also be ignored, refuted, and rejected.  The Jews knew that they were in Daniel’s 69th week (Dan 9:25).  They knew that the last seven years of the Jewish Age was about to begin.  They knew it was the end of the ‘present age’.  A new age was going to begin in seven years and they expected that age to be the millennial reign of the Messiah.  So Jesus’ question makes perfect sense.  How could they not recognize that Daniel’s prophecy was almost complete?

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Kairos is the ‘time’ when a decision is to be made, ought to be made.  The Israelites do not discern the times and the person of the Messiah; the Master invites them to verify His coming and draw out its meaning.”


b.  “No wonder that Jesus here calls them ‘hypocrites’ because of their blindness when looking at and hearing Him.  So it is today with those who are willfully blind to the steps of God among men.  This ignorance of the signs of the times is colossal.”


c.  “After citing the crowd’s expertise about weather, Jesus rebukes them for not also being able to determine the nature of events before them. The force of the rebuke is indicated by the use of ‘hypocrite’, a common biblical address that indicates severe displeasure for certain actions.  How is it that they can discern the weather but not recognize what God is doing in their midst?  Jesus has provided much evidence of God’s activity.  The people have not responded well.  For Luke, kairos is the current period of God’s significant activity in Christ.  The crowd has ‘missed the moment’ of God’s great saving activity.  Despite all the skill they have at anticipating weather, they are inept at reading what God is doing right before them. With respect to God’s plan, they were either blind or unwilling.  ‘Hypocrite’ suggests more of a problem with the will than anything else.”


d.  “The Jewish nation had the prophetic Scriptures for centuries and should have known what God was doing, but their religious leaders led them astray.  How tragic that men today can predict the movements of the heavenly bodies, split atoms, and even put men on the moon; but they are blind to what God is doing in the world.  They know how to get to the stars, but they do not know how to get to heaven!  Our educated world possesses a great deal of scientific knowledge but not much spiritual wisdom.”


e.  “Jesus taught the crowds that they needed to be sensitive to interpret the things they were seeing.  Though they had been observing His ministry they were not able to ascertain that He was truly the Messiah.  He made the point that they, with no trouble, could interpret natural signs.  But they could not discern spiritual signs.  They should discern what was going on right in their midst.”


f.  “Misdirected in their fundamental understanding of God’s purpose, they are incapable of discerning the authentic meaning of the signs staring them in the face.”


g.  “Jesus’ remarks about discerning the signs of the times must be understood against the background of the phenomena of John the Baptist, the most spectacular concentration of supernatural signs Israel had ever seen in its land, and, of course, the phenomenon of Jesus’ own Person.  These surely were enough signs to indicate that the times of that generation were unique.  A further significance is to be found in the emphasis on ‘this’ time, for Dan 9:25 specifically dates the termination of the Messiah’s ministry, and the date fixed by that prophecy was only four months away.”


h.  “Hypocrites here has the Hebrew sense of ‘godless’ [= unbelievers] rather than ‘acting a part’.”


i.  “Jesus indicted them for their hypocrisy because they didn’t apply the same shrewdness to the winds and currents of His messianic ministry.  They could read earthly weather, but they neglected to read the cosmic weather—the signs of the moral and spiritual storm that was blowing in.  The signs that a great spiritual thunderstorm was brewing were there for all to see, if they would just open their souls’ eyes.  There was the sheer weight of Jesus’ person.  There was not a hint of pride or lust or jealousy in Jesus.  His ethical conduct was blameless.  There were no attitudinal sins.  He was without fault, and His sizzling perfection dominated every encounter.  His words were unlike any ever heard.  His knowledge of Scripture, His reason, His originality (consider the parables), His insight and wisdom were unparalleled.  No one ever had spoken like Him!  His astounding deeds were done in public for all to see, including healings, raisings of the dead, nature miracles, and exorcisms.  Never had there been such a display of power.  His messianic persona was there for all to see.  Indeed, His disciples knew and preached that He was ‘the Christ of God’ (Lk 9:20).  The massive force of His person, His words, His deeds, and His messianic assertions confronted all who met Him.”
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