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

 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the first person singular future active indicative from the verb HUPOEIKNUMI, which means “to indicate, point out, show, give direction, prove, set forth Acts 9:16; 20:35; Mt 3:7; Lk 3:7; 6:47; 12:5.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Lord will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples (but indirectly to everyone else listening—the scribes and Pharisees).  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “whom.”  Next we have the second person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PHOBEW, which means “to be afraid; to fear.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice is a deponent passive, which indicates that the disciples and by extension all men should produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive, which deals with what is necessary, desirable or possible.  Here is it necessary, which is expressed by the auxiliary verb “should.”

“However, I will show you whom you should fear:”
 is the second person plural aorist passive imperative from the verb PHOBEW, which means “to fear; to be afraid.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, describing a universal truth, an axiomatic expression that always exists.


The passive voice is a deponent passive, which indicates that the hearers of Jesus must or should receive the action of being afraid.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “the One who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a timeless fact.  This is always true.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the preposition META (“after”) plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the neuter singular article and aorist active infinitive of the verb APOKTEINW, which means “to kill.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.

The infinitive is an infinitive of subsequent time.
  It is translated “after killing.”

Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA, which means “the authority.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive of the verb EMBALLW, which means “to cast; to throw.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father is able to produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, completing the action of the participle ‘to have’.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun GEENNA, which means “into Gehenna”—the Hebrew/Aramaic name for Tartarus, which we commonly and incorrectly call “Hell.”

“fear the One who, after killing, has the authority to cast into Gehenna;”
 is the affirmative particle NAI, meaning “Yes,” followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I say.”


The present tense is descriptive present, describing what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the disciples and everyone else listening.  Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this One” or used as a personal pronoun, “Him” referring to God the Father.  Finally, we have the second person plural aorist passive imperative of the verb PHOBEW, which means “to fear; to be afraid of.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that everyone listening is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“yes, I say to you, fear Him!”
Lk 12:5 corrected translation
“However, I will show you whom you should fear: fear the One who, after killing, has the authority to cast into Gehenna; yes, I say to you, fear Him!”
Explanation:
1.  “However, I will show you whom you should fear:”

a.  In contrast to “those who kill the body and after these things do not have [the power] to do anything more” the Lord now introduces Someone who does have the power to do something more.  This Person is someone whom all unbelievers should fear.  This statement does not apply to believers.  Believers should respect God the Father, but they are to stop being afraid, since they are now children of God, sons of God, and the ‘friends’ of the Living God, the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  Jesus is doing something, which is frequently done by dynamic speakers.  He is literally speaking to one group of people (His disciples), but His words are actually meant for another group of people (the scribes and Pharisees), who happen to be on the scene and are listening intently to every word in hopes of trapping Jesus in what He says.  Remember that the scribes and Pharisees are now following Jesus everywhere and listening carefully to every syllable in order to entrap Jesus in His words.


c.  So Jesus takes up the challenge and addresses these evil men indirectly, telling them in an indirect way what is going to happen to them after their death and God’s judgment of them.  The disciples should have no fear of what the scribes and Pharisees can do to them by way of killing them, but the scribes and Pharisees should have every fear of what God can do to them after death.  The scribes and Pharisees can’t do anything to a believer after death, but God can do the most horrible thing to an unbeliever after death.  The scribes and Pharisees need to not only respect this fact, but fear greatly that it might happen to them.  Jesus is still trying to evangelize these hard-hearted souls.


d.  Jesus is addressing those whom Paul describes in Rom 3:9-18, “What, then, are we to conclude?  Do we possess anything to shield us [from the justice of God]?  Not at all!  For we have already charged both the Jews and the Greeks that all are under the power of the sin nature.  Just as it stands written, ‘There is not a righteous person, not even anyone.’  There is not one who comprehends; there is not one who diligently searches for the God.  All [unbelievers] have turned aside [into unrighteousness].  At the same time they have become depraved.  There is not one who does what is right.  There is not as much as a single person.  Their vocal cords are a grave which has been opened.  They kept on deceiving [defrauding and using trickery] with their tongues.  The venom of Egyptian cobras is under their lips; whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness; their feet [are] quick to commit murder; destruction and misery are in their way of life.  In fact they have not acknowledged [given due recognition to] the way of peace.  There is no respect for God before their eyes.”  

2.  “fear the One who, after killing, has the authority to cast into Gehenna;”

a.  Unbelievers are the subjects, who are expected to produce the action of this command.  Believers cannot be cast into Gehenna after death.  That is impossible, because of the unconditional promises of God to our eternal security.  Therefore, this command is not really being spoken to the disciples, but to Jesus critics and antagonists, who are intent on His death.  The Twelve (or even the seventy) disciples don’t have to worry about God the Father casting them into Gehenna.  The Lord Jesus Christ has already promised and guaranteed their eternal life.  They have believed and they will be saved.  The great issue and fact here is that God the Father does have the power of death, and after that still has the power and authority to cast a person into the lake of fire.  Satan, the fallen angels, the Antichrist, and no human being has the power or authority to do this.  Only God does.  Therefore, He is the One and Only Person the unbeliever should respect and fear.


b.  “Gehenna is a transliteration of Ge-Hinnom, Valley of Hinnon, where the children were thrown on to the red-hot arms of Molech.  Josiah (2 Kg 23:10) abolished these abominations and then it was a place for all kinds of refuse which burned ceaselessly and became a symbol of punishment in the other world.”
  “Gehenna is the Greek representative of the Hebrew Ge-Hinnom or Valley of Hinnom, a deep narrow valley to the south of Jerusalem, where, after the introduction of the worship of the fire-gods by Ahaz, the idolatrous Jews sacrificed their children to the god Molech.  After the time of Josiah, when this practice was stopped, it became the common refuse-place of the city, where the bodies of criminals, carcasses of animals, and all sorts of filth were cast.  From its depth and narrowness, and its fire and ascending smoke, it became the symbol of the place of the future punishment of the wicked.  The word is used in Mt 5:22 in the phrase ‘the hell of fire,’ and thus refers to the final abode of the wicked dead which is called in Rev 19:20 ‘the lake of fire burning with brimstone.’  This lake of fire is in existence now, for the word ‘prepared’ in the Greek of Mt 25:41 is in the perfect tense which refers to a past completed action having present results.  Hell had been already prepared and was in existence when Jesus spoke these words.  There is no one there now.  The first occupants of that dreadful place will be the Beast and the false prophet, Satan following them 1000 years afterwards.  Then at the Great White Throne Judgment, which occurs at the close of the Millennium, all lost human beings, the fallen angels, and the demons will also be sent there for eternity.  Our word ‘hell’ is the correct rendering of the word ‘Gehenna,’ and should be so translated in Mt 5:22, 29, 30; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15, 33; Mk 9:43, 45, 47; Lk 12:5; Jam 3:6.”

3.  “yes, I say to you, fear Him!”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ then pounds the podium with His affirmative declaration, “YES!”  When He says “I say to you,” you can see Him turn with a burning stare at the scribes and Pharisees.  He is not talking to the disciples.  He is really talking to His enemies in a last ditch effort to evangelize them.  They must fear God the Father, if there is any hope for them being saved.  And Jesus is not willing that any of them perish.


b.  Does this demand have any application to us as believers?  Yes, of course it does.  Should be respect and fear God?  Yes, of course we should.  But our ‘fear’ is not the same kind of ‘fear’ that the unbeliever should have of the lake of fire.  We should fear and respect God the Father as a son does in relation to his earthly father.  It is a respect mixed with love, not a fear mixed with the expectation of impending doom.



(1)  Acts 5:11, “And great fear [respect] came over the whole church, and over all who heard these things.”



(2)  Acts 9:31, “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria continued to have peace, being built up and living in respect for the Lord and in the encouragement from the Holy Spirit, it continued to be increased.”



(3)  Acts 10:34-35, “Then opening his mouth, Peter said, ‘I truly understand that God is not one to show partiality, but in every nation the one who respects Him and practices righteousness is acceptable [pleasing] to Him.’”



(4)  Rom 11:20b, “Stop thinking proud thoughts, but respect [God].”



(5)  2 Cor 7:1, “Therefore, because we keep on having these promises, beloved ones, let us purify ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, in order to complete holiness because of respect for God.”



(6)  Col 3:22, “You workers, keep on obeying your human bosses in all things, not by means of eye-service as men-pleasers, but by means of integrity of heart, respecting the Lord.”



(7)  1 Tim 2:1-2, “Therefore, I urge first of all that entreaties, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made on behalf of all mankind, on behalf of kings and all who are in authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all respect for God and holiness.”



(8)  1 Tim 4:7-8, “But keep rejecting worthless speculations and tales characteristic of old women.  On the other hand, keep on training yourself for the purpose of respect for God; (for physical training is beneficial only a little, but respect for God is beneficial with reference to all things, because it has a promise for the present and the future life).”



(9)  1 Tim 6:6, “But respect for God keeps on being a great means of prosperity associated with contentment.”



(10)  1 Tim 6:11, “But you, O man of God, keep avoiding these things.  Instead keep pursuing righteousness, respect for God, doctrine, virtue-love, perseverance, humble kindness.”



(11)  2 Tim 3:12, “In fact, all those also who keep on desiring to live a spiritual life in a manner that shows respect for God in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”



(12)  Heb 5:7, “The One who, in the days of His flesh, having offered up both prayers and supplications with a loud cry and tears to the One who is able to save Him from death, and having been heard because of His reverent respect for God,”



(13)  Heb 12:28, “Therefore, because we are certainly going to receive an unshakable kingdom, let us have gratitude, by means of which we may serve God in an acceptable manner with awe and profound respect; for indeed our God is [or creates] a consuming fire.”



(14)  1 Pet 2:17, “Respect everyone; love the brotherhood; respect God; honor the king.”



(15)  Rev 15:4, “Who will not respect, O Lord, and glorify Your person? Because only [You are] holy; Because all the nations will come and worship before You; Because Your righteous acts have been revealed.’”



(16)  Rev 19:5, “And then a voice came from the throne saying, ‘Give praise to our God, all His servants, you who respect Him, the small and the great.’”


c.  We have a related statement in Rev 2:10-11, “Do not fear at all what you are about to suffer.  Pay attention, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, in order that you may be tested, and you will have persecution ten days [times].  Keep on proving to be faithful until death and I will give to you the crown of life.  He who has the faculty of spiritual hearing must hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  He who is victorious [believes in Christ] will absolutely not be harmed by the second death [Gehenna, the lake of fire].”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The emphatic contrast to not fearing people is noted in the threefold repetition of the call to fear God.  Following the initial command not to fear, Jesus now says to fear God because He has authority to cast someone into Gehenna.  This is the only time that Luke uses Gehenna, hell.  It refers to the place of the dead, the place where the punished are put in the last judgment.  It is named after a location in the Valley of the Sons of Hinnom, a ravine south and west of Jerusalem that served as a trash heap where material and dead criminals were discarded and burned.  It also was the place that wicked kings had used earlier in Israel’s history for the worship of Baal-Molech, which included offering children in a flaming sacrifice (2 Kg 16:3; 23:10; 2 Chr 28:3; 33:6; Isa 66:24; Jer 7:31–32; 19:4–6; 32:34–35).  The term could not have a more grisly or more dishonorable association.  It is better to fear the Judge than those with no real authority.  God stands in contrast to the people, who can do nothing.  In fact, God will judge a person after death.  Several NT texts warn of responding now, lest one meet judgment from God and be cast into fire (Mk 9:45, 47; Jam 4:12; Rev 19:20; 20:11–15), and many OT texts picture God’s judgment as fire (Dt 32:22; Isa. 31:9; 66:24).  Jesus accepted the teaching of judgment in the afterlife, for this saying makes no sense without a real end-time judgment.  The clearest NT passage on people’s fate in the afterlife is Rev 20:11–15.  If Rev 20:10 is a situation parallel to 20:11–15, then the NT teaches that torment is eternal.  Mt 10:28 contains a similar idea, only there Jesus speaks of fearing the one who can destroy both body and soul in Gehenna.”


b.  “The remedy for hypocrisy is to forget about what people may say and do and fear God alone.  The fear of God is the fear that conquers all other fears, for the person who truly fears God need fear nothing else.  All that men can do is kill the body, but God can condemn the soul!  Since He is the final Judge, and He judges for eternity, it is logical that we put the fear of God ahead of everything else.”


c.  “Jesus asserts that, in hostile situations of life imperilment, God is the only one who should be feared, but the character of God is such that one need not fear Him!”
  That one need not fear Him is true for the believer, but not true for the unbeliever.

d.  “It is more probable that Jesus meant ‘Be more afraid of the condemnation of God than of the death sentence of human beings.’”


e.  “Hell will only come into use after the final judgment (Rev 20:14), for only after the unrighteous are judged following their resurrection will they be thrown into the lake of fire (which is also named Gehenna), at which time Hades will also be cast into Hell.  Scripture teaches that unregenerate men go to Hades when they die (Lk 16), they will be marshaled from there and judged after Christ has completed His millennial earthly reign (Rev 20:13); so for all unregenerate men there is only one judgment at which everything will be revealed.  There are only two exceptions to this: the Beast and his prophet will be cast into Hell immediately at the end of the tribulation (i.e., at the commencement of the millennium—Rev 19:20); it seems their sin will be so horrendous that they will forfeit even the privilege of seeing God in judgment.  This point, then, talks of God, not the devil, for He alone will preside over that final judgment.  So Jesus was saying, ‘Take care not to be concerned about men whose power is actually temporal (i.e., very limited), but rather fear God, whose power is eternal.’”
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