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
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “fire.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: I have come.”

The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb BALLW, which means “to throw, to cast.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus has produced the action.


The indicative is an infinitive of purpose.

Next we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “on the earth.”
“I have come to cast fire on the earth;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the adverbial use of the interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “how! as an exclamatory expression of extent or degree Mt 7:14; Lk 12:49.”
  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative of the verb THELW, which means “to wish: I wish.”

The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the conditional particle EI, which is used as a “marker of an indirect question as content, meaning that.”
  Then we have the temporal adverb ĒDĒ, which means “already.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb ANAPTW, which means “to be kindled.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the fire on the earth received the action of being kindled.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and how I wish that it were already kindled!”
Lk 12:49 corrected translation
“I have come to cast fire on the earth; and how I wish that it were already kindled!”
Explanation:
1.  “I have come to cast fire on the earth;”

a.  Jesus continues by making a statement about His present coming, since He has already had several things to say about His future coming.  His thoughts about the baptism of fire that will occur for all Jewish and Gentile unbelievers at His second coming have led Him to say something about his present coming.  The culminative aorist tells us that this statement is about His present coming, because it has already happened and is now in the process of being concluded.

b.  The purpose of Jesus’ first advent or coming was to cast fire on the earth.  This is not a literal statement, but a figure of speech.  The world of men’s minds are set on fire by the presence, teaching, and assertions of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Some men will believe in Jesus and be set on fire to proclaim the gospel and declare the fact that He is the Messiah.  Other men will not believe that He is the Messiah and be set on fire to destroy Him and His followers.  Peter is a good example of the former and Saul of Tarsus is the classic example of the latter.

c.  There is a near and far fulfillment of this statement (this prophecy).  The near fulfillment will occur on Pentecost, when the Church is ‘set on fire’ by the coming of the Holy Spirit.  The far fulfillment of this statement occurs at the Second Advent with the baptism of fire.
2.  “and how I wish that it were already kindled!”

a.  The Lord then adds that He wishes that the fire was already kindled, which means that it was already started.  This tells us that Jesus is looking forward to His spiritual death on the Cross already being completed.  This also tells us that He is looking forward to the beginning of the Church Age as well as looking forward to His second advent.

b.  Our Lord is just as anxious for the events of human history to play out as we are.  He wants the Father’s plan to move along and come to its glorious conclusion for the greater glory of the Father.

c.  The wish is a legitimate wish, but it is only a wish.  The Lord knows that timing is everything in the Father’s plan and all things must happen at the right time in their own season.  The Cross, the ascension, the Church Age, the Rapture, the Second Advent, and the resolution of the Gog/Magog revolution must all happen at the proper time.  None can be too soon and none can be too late.

d.  So just as Jesus wishes for the future events of human history to come to pass, so it is legitimate for us to do so as well, just as mentioned several times in the New Testament:



(1)  Rom 8:23, 25, “And not only [nature], but ourselves also, since we possess the foretaste and pledge [of future blessings] from the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly awaiting the adoption—the redemption of our body.”  25, “However if we have confident expectation for what we do not see [and we do], with fortitude we await eagerly.”


(2)  1 Cor 1:7, “so that you are not lacking in any [spiritual] gift, while eagerly awaiting the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,”


(3)  Gal 5:5, “For because of the Spirit we eagerly await the expectation of righteousness by means of doctrine.”


(4)  Phil 3:20, “For our place of citizenship exists in heaven, from which place also we eagerly await the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,”


(5)  Heb 9:28, “so also Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time without relation to sin for those who eagerly await Him for salvation.”


(6)  2 Pet 3:12-13, “while waiting with eager anticipation and striving for the coming of the day of God, because of which [day] the heavens will be destroyed by burning; that is, the elements will melt by being burned up?  But we eagerly anticipate the new heavens and the new earth on the basis of His promise, in which [heavens and earth] righteousness dwells.”


e.  We have the same eager expectation of the future events of the plan of God that our Lord had and has.  We should look forward with eager expectation to everything about our future, including our death, resurrection, evaluation, reward, wedding supper, rule with Christ during His millennial reign, and eternal state.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Suddenly Jesus lets the volcano in His own heart burst forth.  The fire was already burning.  ‘Christ came to set the world on fire, and the conflagration had already begun’ (Plummer).  The very passion in Christ’s heart would set His friends on fire and His foes in opposition as we have just seen (Lk 11:53f).  It is like the saying of Jesus that He came to bring not peace, but a sword, to bring cleavage among men (Mt 10:34–36).”


b.  “Jesus turns his attention to a new topic in speaking about fire.  Jesus is giving the mission statement of His ministry.  ‘Fire’ can have various meanings, since Luke uses it as a figure for judgment (3:9, 17; 9:54; 17:29) and for the Holy Spirit’s coming (3:16).  Fire is also associated with God’s word or His message through the prophets (Jer 5:14; 23:29).  A similar usage tied to judgment and the Spirit’s evaluative work is present here.  Jesus came to judge and divide people, a division tied to one’s decision about Him and His message.  Division is clearly the point, as Lk 12:51–53 highlights the familial division that Jesus brings.  The judgment that will decisively separate has not yet come, though Jesus expresses a desire to bring it to pass.  The Spirit will judge people’s hearts to determine who will enter the kingdom and who will face the fire.  The tying together of the Spirit and fire is indicated by the linking of the images of baptism and fire.  Such a linkage was present in Lk 3:16–17 (Marshall 1978: p. 547).  Jesus is ready to fulfill the program tied to His coming.  But other things must happen before He exercises such authority.  To put it another way, with Jesus’ arrival comes a period of decision and crisis for people and between people (Jn 9:39).”


c.  “To the Jews, fire was a symbol of judgment; and our Lord’s coming into this world did bring judgment (Jn 9:39–41).”


d.  “His ministry would be like a fire which devours.  Jesus longed for the purpose of His ministry to be accomplished.  His life and death would be the basis for His judging Israel.  That judgment, like fire, would purify the nation.”


e.  “The immediately preceding section had drawn to a close with a primary focus on the basis of future judgment in present watchfulness and fidelity.  From those images of future judgment, Jesus now turns to the reality of judgment already at work in His ministry.  The division accompanying His mission is itself both integral to His purpose for coming and a portent [indication] of eschatological [future] judgment (verses 54–59).”


f.  “He foresaw the division and strife indeed as the effect of His ministry, but He did not desire it.  It is more satisfactory to take these words as the expression of a longing for an outpouring of the Spirit in power the like of which had not yet been seen.  The fire was there in Jesus’ ministry, but the earth had not yet caught fire.  One day it would catch fire in earnest, with the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.”


g.  “Here and now is the crucial time when people must decide whether or not to confess Jesus as their Lord.  His coming brings division to the world.  It is meant to set the world on fire, and He longs that the fire might be kindled and burst into full flame.”


h.  “The reality for Jesus was that the prophesied fire had not fallen, but He so longed for it.  He longed for the time when He would baptize His followers ‘with the Holy Spirit and with fire’.”


i.  “Our Lord realized that His mission was divisive and disturbing.  He saw clearly that the cross would be a point of controversy and argument, and wished that his lifting up had already been accomplished.”


j.  “The mission of Jesus did start a conflagration on earth, one that has never subsided and will burn on until the end of time.  It was not yet kindled when Jesus spoke, and He says that He desired that it were already kindled.  It is the offense of the cross that has set the world ablaze, that has started the division and the strife.”
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