John 1:1
Luke 12:46


 is the third person singular future active indicative from the verb HĒKW, which means “to come; to arrive.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the lord of that slave will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS plus the descriptive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun DOULOS with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “the lord/master of that slave.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, meaning “on a day.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, which is so attracted to the word HĒMERA that it takes the case of the word to which it is attracted.  In Greek grammar this is called “attraction.”  The relative pronoun HOS, means “which.”  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PROSDOKAW, which means “to wait for; to look for; to expect.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is happening at that time.

The active voice indicates that the slave produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“the master of that slave will arrive on a day which he does not expect”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular noun HWRA, meaning “at an hour.”  Then we have the (locative by attraction) accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which.”  This is followed by the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know.”  The morphology of this verse is the same as PROSDOKAW.
“and at an hour he does not know,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb DICHOTOMEW, which means “to cut in pieces.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the master will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to the evil servant.

“and will cut him in pieces,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun MEROS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his share, part, place.”  Next we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine plural article and adjective APISTOS, meaning “with the unbelievers.”  Finally, we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to put, place; to arrange for.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the master will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and will arrange for his place with the unbelievers.”
Lk 12:46 corrected translation
“the master of that slave will arrive on a day which he does not expect and at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces, and will arrange for his place with the unbelievers.”
Mt 24:50-51, “
the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect and at an hour which he does not know, and will cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Explanation:
1.  “the master of that slave will arrive on a day which he does not expect”

a.  This verse is the apodosis (‘then’ clause) of the conditional sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence reads: “However if that slave should say in his heart, ‘My master will take a long time to come,’ and begins to beat the male slaves and female slaves, and to eat and to drink and to get drunk, the master of that slave will arrive on a day which he does not expect and at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces, and will arrange for his place with the unbelievers.”  The root sentence says, “If that slave begins to beat the slaves and get drunk, the master will arrive on a day he does not know.”

b.  The ‘master of that slave’ is analogous to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The slave is an unbeliever as we see at the end of this sentence.  The day on which the master arrives is analogous to the second advent of Christ, since it is a day of judgment on this evil slave.  The resurrection of the Church is not a day of judgment for believers, but a glorious day of happiness and blessing.

c.  This evil slave is not prepared for the arrival of the master.  He does not expect the master’s return because he is hung over from his drunken parties at night.  The slave is busy planning his next feast, who to invite, what entertainment to have,   The slave is preoccupied with his ‘pleasures’ in life and gives no consideration to having to answer to the One who put him in charge.  The details of life have completely overcome any thought of God or this man’s status in eternity.
2.  “and at an hour he does not know,”

a.  Not only does this unbeliever not consider the day that the Lord might return, even though that day can be narrowed down by a glance at the Scriptures, but this slave does not know the hour, when the master will return.  The Scriptures provide enough information to narrow down the day of the second advent to within at least a forty-five day period of time.  Compare the following Scriptures, which help do this.


(1)  Dan 12:11-12, “From the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.  How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attains to the 1,335 days!”  The ‘abomination of desolation’ is a statue of the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire, the ‘little horn’ of Dan 7, the Antichrist, which is set up in the Holy of Holies in the restored Temple in Jerusalem midway through


(2)  Rev 12:6, “Then the woman [Tribulational believers of the first half of the Tribulation] fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days [the last half of the Tribulation—three and one-half years or forty-two months].”


(3)  Rev 13:5, “There was given to him [the Beast, the Antichrist, the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire, the little horn] a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him.”

b.  Not knowing the hour of the return of the Master repeats the concept previously illustrated in verse 38-39, “Whether he comes during the second watch of the night, [or] whether during the third watch of the night, …if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have allowed his house to be broken into.”

c.  The unbeliever knows neither the day nor the hour of the Lord’s return.  They are ignorant and unconcerned about the events of the future.  They are preoccupied with right now.
3.  “and will cut him in pieces,”

a.  Jesus adds a remark that proves that this illustration has nothing to do with the resurrection of the Church.  No believer is ever ‘cut to pieces’ or ‘cut in pieces’ by the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, whether at the resurrection of the Church or at the Second Advent.  Both events deliver believers from being cut to pieces by the holocaust on believers attempted by Satan during the Tribulation.

b.  The Lord returns at the Second Advent to cut in pieces the armies of the kings of the west, east, north, and south at Armageddon, and deliver the believers holding out in Jerusalem and fighting those invading armies.

c.  The Second Advent is our Lord’s battlefield victory against the armies of Antichrist and is mentioned many times in Scripture.  Two of the most famous passages are:


(1)  Isa 63:1-4, “Who is this who comes from Edom with garments of glowing colors from Bozrah, this One who is majestic in His apparel, marching in the greatness of His strength?  ‘It is I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.’  Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like the one who treads in the wine press?  ‘I have trodden the wine trough alone, and from the peoples [Gentiles] there was no man with Me.  I also trod them in My anger and trampled them in My wrath; and their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, and I stained all My raiment.  For the day of vengeance was in My heart, and My year of redemption has come.”


(2)  Rev 19:11-21, “And then I saw heaven opened.  And behold, [there was] a white horse.  And the One who is mounted on it is called, ‘Faithful and True’.  Consequently, with justice He judges and He makes war.  And His eyes [were] a flame of fire.  In addition on His head [were] many crowns, and He has a title, having been written, which no one understood except Himself.  Furthermore, He is wearing a robe, having been dipped in [sprinkled with] blood.  In addition, His title has been designated as, ‘The Word of God’.  And the armies in heaven were following Him on white horses, being clothed with pure, white, fine linen.  Furthermore a sharp broadsword proceeds from His mouth, in order that with it He might strike the nations.  And then He will rule them with an iron scepter.  Indeed He treads the wine-press of the wine produced by the anger from the wrath of God, the Omnipotent One.  In addition, He has on His robe and on His thigh a royal title, having been written, ‘King of kings and Lord of lords’.  And then I saw a single angel standing in the sunlight; and he shouted with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in mid-heaven, ‘Come, be gathered to the great feast from God, in order that you may eat the corpses of kings and the corpses of general officers and the corpses of the mighty [field grade officers], and the corpses of horses and those who sit on them [mechanized soldiers], in fact the corpses of all, both free [volunteers] and slaves [draftees], both small [enlisted soldiers] and great [officers]’.  And then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies, having been assembled for the purpose of making war against the One who sits on the horse and against His army.  And then the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet, who performed miracles in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image.  Although being alive, these two were thrown into the lake of fire which burns with sulfur.  And then the rest were killed with the broadsword which came out of the mouth of the One who sat on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their corpses.”
4.  “and will arrange for his place with the unbelievers.”

a.  The final statement is the greatest warning Jesus could give to those unbelievers listening to His speech to His disciples.  The evil, unprepared, cruel, abusive slave/servant/steward will find himself cast into the compartment of Hades, called ‘Torments’ upon the return of the Lord Jesus Christ at the Second Advent.  That there is a compartment of Hades called ‘Torments’, where unbelievers reside, is mentioned in Lk 16:23, “In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom.”  Tartarus is where certain fallen angels, called BENI HA ELOHIM [‘the sons of God’ = fallen angels that had sex with women producing a super race of creatures called the Nephilim, who all died in the Flood] in Gen 6, reside.  The Abyss contains demons who transgress the boundaries of the human race.


b.  Jesus has made arrangements for all unbelievers to be cast into Hell or Hades as a part of the baptism of fire, which is His judgment on all unbelievers as a part of the Second Advent.


(1)  2 Thes 1:6-10a, “since it is a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back suffering to those who oppress you and relief with us to you who are being oppressed at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His angels of power with flaming fire, inflicting punishment to those who do not know God; that is, to those who do not accept the gospel of our Lord Jesus, who certainly will undergo the punishment—eternal destruction from the person of the Lord; that is, from the glory of His omnipotence, when He comes in that day to be honored with His saints and to be admired by all those who believed.”


(2)  Mt 3:11-12; Lk 3:15-17, “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”


(3)  The Jewish baptism of fire is mentioned in Ezek 20:34‑38; Isa 1:25‑27.  All Jewish unbelievers of the Tribulation go into fire, Mal 3:1‑6, 4:1‑2.  Christ judges them in the desert.  The Gentile baptism of fire is mentioned in Mt 25:31‑46.


(4)  Mt 13:41-42, “The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

c.  The Lord Jesus Christ has arranged for this evil unbelieving steward to spend the rest of human history in a compartment of Hades.  Then at the end of human history at the Last Judgment he will stand before the Lord and be judged, found guilty of unbelief and cast into the lake of fire forever.  This answers Peter’s question, “Lord, are You speaking this parable to us, or also to everyone?”  Jesus was speaking to everyone with emphasis on His enemies—the scribes and Pharisees who wanted Him dead.
5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The action of the unfaithful servant is severely judged upon the master’s return.  apistos usually means ‘faithless,’ but in contrast to the faithful steward in verse 42, and in light of the severe nature of the punishment, it should be understood to mean ‘unbelieving.’  The servant is totally unconcerned about the master’s return.  The master reappears at an unexpected hour.  The return’s surprise is highlighted by the repeated reference to the unknown day and hour of his return.  The reference to the ‘day’ of the return recalls OT ‘day-of-the-Lord’ imagery (Joel 2:31.  It is judgment day.  The master’s reaction to the slave’s behavior is swift and strong.  Some translations do not properly render the key term dichotomēsei: to dismember, to cut in two.  Beating the servants now produces judgment in kind, only it is more severe.  God’s smiting the servant depicts punishment of the most severe type, but it is figurative, despite the opinion of some that it is literal (Plummer 1896: 332).  A figurative sense emerges from the next line, which shows that the servant is still able to be placed among another group of people [but this occurs after his death, which suggests that the kind of death punishment is literal—cut in pieces by the broadsword that comes out of the mouth of the Lord.]  The reprimand and punishment are total, since the servant is placed with the unfaithful because of his complete lack of faithfulness.  This is a picture of rejection.  In fact, dismemberment is the most graphic way possible to express rejection.  This is not a matter of dismissal or demotion, but departure.  A high calling does not protect from the consequences of total unfaithfulness, for with the call must come obedience.  Such a warning is necessary, because Judas is among the disciples.  Mt 24:51 is parallel, except the slave is placed among the hypocrites rather than among the unfaithful.  To be placed with the hypocrites is to receive their punishment (Mt 6:2, 5, 16; 23:13–19; on the terror of divine judgment, see Job 23:13–17 and Isa 17:14).  In addition, Matthew notes that there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth in the place where the slave goes (Mt 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:13; 25:30; Lk 13:28).  Matthew’s illustration also indicates total rejection, since it is often associated with being cast into outer darkness.  The point for both writers is the same: the totally unfaithful slave is rejected by the master for being an utterly irresponsible steward.  This unfaithful servant is treated and addressed as the scribes and Pharisees were (Mt 23:13, 15, 23, 25, 27, 29).  Efforts to argue that this person is ‘saved, but disciplined’ ignore the force of ‘hypocrite’ in Matthew’s parallel account.  It also ignores the picture of dismemberment.  Both accounts picture total rejection.”


b.  “I do not think that Lk 12:46 teaches that unfaithful believers lose their salvation, because our going to heaven depends on faith in Jesus Christ and not good works.”


c.  “Because of the penalty exacted, Jesus must not have been speaking about believers who were not ready.”


d.  “Verses 46–47 paint a horrifying picture.  ‘Cutting in two’ is known as a severe punishment.  Though in the present context its meaning is not likely to be taken in such a literal, physical way, this does not detract from its repulsiveness.  The fate of the ‘cut’ person is spelled out in terms of having a portion with the unfaithful.  If Jesus thus predicts the fate of Judas, His words also concern those who reject God’s salvation and turn aside from their heritage and divine charge as God’s people.”


e.  “The punishment of ‘cutting in pieces’ is attested elsewhere in an earlier period in the pagan Greek East; Luke’s readers, who would view themselves as more civilized, would no doubt find this detail horrifying.  The subsequent banishment with unbelievers…especially points to the Jewish doctrine of hell for idolaters.”


f.  “All the things the apostate [preacher] has denounced [that there is no ‘hell’ last judgment or punishment by God] will suddenly be found to be realities; and to his eternal horror, he will find himself culpable and subject to all the punishment he denied existed.  (Think of those many theologians who say that a God of love will never sentence anybody to Hell.)”


g.  Mills, Hughes and other commentators insist that this parable applies only to leaders in the Church.  For example: “Jesus’ subsequent answer revealed that the parable was for the Twelve—and then for others who would subsequently exercise authority over God’s people.”
  While this certainly can apply to leaders of the Church, the warning to all unbelievers certainly extends beyond Church leaders.  Other commentators say that this applies to the leaders of Israel.  Again I believe this may be correct, but is too narrow a focus.  Jesus words applied to Judas, to the leaders of Israel, to false teachers in the Church, and to anyone who is an unbelieving ‘slave’ of the Lord Jesus Christ, which applies to all unbelievers.
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