John 1:1
Luke 12:44


 is the adverb of manner ALĒTHWS, meaning “Truly,” followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I say.”

The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to everyone listening.

“Truly I say to you”
 is the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and used after verbs of communication to indicate/introduce the content of that communication.  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the locative of place from the neuter plural adjective PAS plus the article and present active participle of the verb HUPARCHW with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, which means “over all his possessions.”
  The participle is used as a substantive.  This is followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb KATHISTĒMI, which means “to put in charge of.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the master of the estate will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to the faithful steward/slave.

“that he will put him in charge over all his possessions.”
Lk 12:44 corrected translation
“Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge over all his possessions.”
Mt 24:47, “Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge of all his possessions.”
Explanation:
1.  “Truly I say to you”

a.  The Lord continues His illustration with another dogmatic, absolute fact, which He introduces with one of His favorite sayings: “Truly I say to you.”  This saying guarantees that what follows is an absolute truth, an absolute fact, is really going to happen, and there is nothing anyone can do to stop it from happening.

b.  The indirect object “to you” refers to the disciples specifically, since Jesus is addressing them directly, but also extends to all believers who faithfully serve the Lord and are ready and prepared for His coming regardless of what dispensation of human history they are in.

c.  In case you are counting, the following are the number of times in Luke’s gospel we have seen this phrase: 4:24; 4:25; 9:27; 12:37; and eighteen times the Lord has said ‘I say to you’ without the word ‘truly’.
2.  “that he will put him in charge over all his possessions.”

a.  The absolute truth is that the master of the estate will put the faithful slave/servant in charge over all his possessions.  All the master’s possessions includes all his finances, all his property, and all his other slaves/servants.  This is not a shocking statement to those listening, because this was a situation that was not unusual in the Roman Empire.  Some slaves were so good at what they did, they were entrusted with everything by their masters, and they were treated extraordinarily well by their masters.  If you have ever seen the movie Ben Hur, you see a perfect example of that.  But we also have two biblical illustrations of this in the life of Joseph as prime minister of Egypt and Daniel’s service for the kings of the Babylonians, Chaldeans and Medes.


(1)  This promise applies directly to the twelve apostles, who are promised to rule over the twelve tribes of Israel, Lk 22:30; Mt 19:28.


(2)  This promise applies to mature believers of the Church, who are promised to rule with Christ, Rev 3:21; 5:10; 1 Cor 6:2f.


(3)  This promise applies to Tribulational martyrs, Rev 20:4.



(4)  Believers in general will receive their reward of being in the kingdom of Christ, but this does not mean that they will rule with Him, Mk 9:41, “For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of the title that you belong to Christ, truly I say to you that he will never lose his reward.”

b.  All believers will be with the Lord, but only faithful, prepared, and ready believers, that is, mature believers, will rule with Christ in His kingdom.  And isn’t it interesting that those who rule with Christ will begin their rulership at the beginning of the millennial reign of Christ with rulership over those believers who were not faithful or prepared or ready, since all unbelievers will have been removed from the earth as a result of the baptism of fire judgment.  Then we time goes on in the millennial reign of Christ, billions of people will be born and live with many of them being unbelievers.  Believers will rule over these unbelievers as well, which is probably a major justification that Satan uses to begin the Gog/Magog revolution against the Lord at the end of the millennium.

c.  All of our Lord’s possessions at His second advent include the earth and all that is in it, including all believers.  All unbelievers are removed from the earth and sent to Torments in Hades to await their Last Judgment after the Gog/Magog revolution is put down at the end of the millennial reign of Christ.  The Beast and False Prophet of Revelation are cast into the lake of fire.  Satan is imprisoned in the Abyss with the rest of the fallen angels for the duration of the thousand year reign of Christ.  All the people born during the millennial reign of Christ also belong to Him as His possessions.


d.  The major point of this verse is that  “without confidence in doctrine [it is] impossible to please [God].  For it is necessary that the one coming to God believe that He is and keeps on proving to be a rewarder to those seeking Him,” Heb 11:6.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus describes the faithful steward’s blessing.  Continued management of the household is the reward as the master appoints the steward over all his possessions.  This reward for faithfulness is a more permanent form of service to manage the house and the entire estate.  With confidence won by faithfulness, the steward has his responsibilities increased upon the master’s return.  It is hard to be certain what this represents, but it appears that the reward involves continued stewardship in the period after Jesus’ return, probably in aiding the kingdom’s administration (Lk 19:17; 1 Cor 6:2–3).  Life after Jesus’ return will not be passive, but will involve active service.  The time frame is after the second coming.”


b.  “The function of these leaders is to feed the saints spiritually (verse 42), and they will receive a special eternal reward for this (verse 44).”
  Sadly, this is Mills entire comment on this verse.  No further explanation as to the time or nature of the ‘reward’ is mentioned.  Not much help.  But notice the complete absence of any mention of the verse by so many other commentators.

c.  “In simplest English, the servant of Christ who has been faithful in his temporary earthly responsibilities will at Christ’s return be given vast permanent authority in the eternal state.”


d.  “The promise made here is one of authority: the servant is appointed to a position equal to that of his master.  He moves from being temporarily in charge to being permanently in control of all his possessions.”
  This has an interesting application to the resolution of the angelic conflict.  Satan wanted to be like the Most High God rather than serve God.  In so doing he became arrogant and sinned.  Faithful, mature believers, who only want to serve God, are going to receive as their reward what Satan wanted but did not attain—permanent exalted control of all the Lord’s possessions in service to Him.
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