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Luke 12:43


 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective MAKARIOS, meaning “Blessed, happy, fortunate, and privileged.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun DOULOS, meaning “the slave/servant” with the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, used as an adjective, meaning “that.”  The subject and predicate nominatives without a verb indicates the ellipsis of EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”
“Happy [is] that slave”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the lord/master produces the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after coming.”
This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his master.”  Next we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the master produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular present active participle of the verb POIEW, which means “to do: doing.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the slave is producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “thus, so, or in this manner.”

“whom, after coming, his master will find so doing.”
Lk 12:43 corrected translation
“Happy [is] that slave whom, after coming, his master will find so doing.”
Mt 24:46, “Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes.”
Explanation:
1.  “Happy [is] that slave”

a.  The Lord repeats what He said previously, Lk 12:37-38, “Happy [are] those slaves, the ones who, after coming, the master will find being watchful; truly I say to you, that he will gird himself and have them recline [to eat], and after coming by, will serve them.  Whether he comes during the second watch of the night, [or] whether during the third watch of the night, and finds [them] so, happy [blessed, fortunate, privileged] are those [slaves].”

b.  The ‘slave’ again refers to each individual disciple, whether an apostle, pastor, evangelist, missionary, that is, any member of the family of God alive at the Lord’s coming.  Every member of the royal family of God, the Church, will be happy, blessed, fortunate, and privileged at the resurrection or rapture of the Church.  Every Tribulational believer will be happy, blessed, fortunate, and privileged at the second advent of Christ.  Every millennial believer will be happy, blessed, fortunate, and privileged to see the destruction of the Gog/Magog revolution at the end of the millennial reign of Christ.

c.  All believers of every dispensation of human history are going to be happy, blessed, fortunate, and privileged to witness God’s culmination of the events of human history and the resolution of the angelic conflict.


d.  Contrary to popular belief, the best status for believers in the Lord Jesus Christ is to be a slave of the Lord, because, being slaves means that our Lord is personally responsible for our every need.  He is personally responsible for feeding, clothing, housing, protecting, and providing for us.  And He is never irresponsible in His duties.
2.  “whom, after coming, his master will find so doing.”

a.  What the slave/servant is ‘so doing’ is defined in the previous context in several action verbs: (1)  ‘must be prepared’; (2)  ‘waiting for their master’; (3)  ‘being watchful’; (4)  ‘be ready’.  We are to be prepared, ready, watchful, and waiting for the return of our Lord.  This is true for those alive on earth at various times in human history.  It is probably also true for those in heaven, who are waiting for these events as well.  Notice the attitude of the Tribulational martyrs in heaven prior to the Second Advent, Rev 6:9-11, “And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been murdered because of the word of God; that is, because of the testimony which they kept on having.  Furthermore, they cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O holy and true Almighty One, are You not judging and taking vengeance for our blood against the residents of the earth?’  And then a white robe [uniform of glory] was given to each one of them, and they were told that they should rest and relax a little while longer, until both their fellow-slaves and their brethren, who are about to be killed as also they [have been killed], have been completed.”

b.  The ‘master’ is again a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ.  In addition the phrase “after coming” implies the departure of the Lord, which occurs at His ascension and session with the return referring to the resurrection of the Church and the Second Advent (two events separated by the seven years of the Tribulation).

c.  Our attitude as we wait for the return of the Lord is described in:



(1)  Rom 8:23, “And not only [nature], but ourselves also, since we possess the foretaste and pledge [of future blessings] from the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly awaiting the adoption—the redemption of our body.”



(2)  1 Cor 1:7, “so that you are not lacking in any [spiritual] gift, while eagerly awaiting the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,”



(3)  Tit 2:13, “while waiting for the happy expectation and appearance of the glory of the great God, even our savior Jesus Christ,”



(4)  2 Pet 3:11-12, “Since all these things [the old heavens and earth] are being destroyed in this way, what sort of person is it necessary to become in a dedicated to God lifestyle; that is, the spiritual life, while waiting with eager anticipation and striving for the coming of the day of God, because of which [day] the heavens will be destroyed by burning; that is, the elements will melt by being burned up?”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus now offers a beatitude to match those of Lk 12:37–38.  The blessings mentioned earlier are for the disciple who is watching for Jesus.  Here the beatitude is for carrying out one’s duties faithfully because the disciple knows the master will return.  The steward who carries out the responsibilities the Lord gives will be blessed.  This is the ‘faithful and wise’ steward (verse 42).  It would seem that the parable has four categories in two classes: one faithful steward (42–44) and three types of unfaithful stewards (45–48).  Type one in Lk 12:45–46 looks at the blatantly disobedient, where what is done is the opposite of what is commanded; while type two in 12:47 looks at conscious disobedience, but disobedience that is not as severe as in 12:45–46; type three in 12:48a looks at disobedience in ignorance.  The steward of the parable faces a future life of responsibility and can fall into any of the four categories.  In effect, the parable refers to anyone who enters into relationship with God and has responsibility before Him.”


b.  “The future tenses in vs 42–48 must refer to the situation in the Church after the departure of Jesus.  In fact all the parables in this section refer in their present setting to disciples in the period after the resurrection of Jesus and before his second coming.”
  The Church was still a mystery, not yet revealed.  The first and major application of this parable is to the Second Advent with a secondary application to the Church only after Pentecost and the revelation of the mystery of the resurrection of the Church by Paul in First Thessalonians.

c.  “This applies to all disciples, whatever their station and their responsibilities may be, but especially to those who hold office in the church.”

Most commentators ignore this verse and have nothing to say about it, as you see reflected here.
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